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Do you have a story to tell about Edsa I? the nouınen is looking for those 31 


untold stories (photos, too) that contributed, по matter how small, to the first People Power in 


oof collapses 


= in Poland hall, kills 60; 


Булава toll seen rising 


optimistic on '06 
growth, says poll 


1986 that so stunned the worid and inspired and emboldened people in chains everywhere to. 
break free. The contribution that wil be selected by the editors wil be used for the 
Inciees's special celebration of the 20th anniversary of Edsa |. Send your contribution, with 
your address and contact number, not later than Feb. 15 to fdelmundoGinquire.oom ph 


Part of Iraq rehab funds 
gambled away in RP 


"DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES— IRAQ! 
‘money gambled away inthe Philippines. Thou- 
‘sands spent on a swimming pool that was nev- 
‘used. An elevator repaired so poorly that it 
crashed, kiling people. 

AUS government audit found American-led 
occupation authorities squandered tens of mil- 
lons of dollars that were supposed to be used to 
rebuild Iraq through undocumented spending 
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KEY points in the two pastoral 
Statements issued by the 
Catholic Blshops Conference. 
ûf the Philippines yesterday 
e Search for truth in "Hello 
Garci" controversy should be 
“relentlessly pursued.” 
е 2007 elections should not 
be cancelled. 
9 Comelec should be trans- 
formed Into a reliable body 
ing calls for resignation or 
prosecution of commissioners 
Should not be brushed aside. 
“e Oppose hasty change in 
Constitution. Any amend- 
ments should be done bya 
bonstitutional convention, not 
bya constituent assembly. 
ie Repudiate any exraconsti- 
{utlonal means in resolving 
оса! crisis. 

Repeal Mining Act of 1995, 
асай all approved mining 
‘boncessions, and disapprove 
all pending applications. 
3e Deletion of nationalist pro- 
{tons in Charter can pave 
Way for “wholesale plunder” of 
national patrimony. 


cri eedback@inguirercom ph 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


CBCP calls 
for mining 
law repeal 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


DECLARING THAT THE “MINING 
‘Act destroys life, the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) yesterday called for 
the repeal of the law that opened 
up the mining industry to foreign 
firms. 

Ina statement delivered after a 
national conference, the CBCP re- 
iterated its request to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo “to recall all 
approved mining concessions 
and to disapprove pending appli- 
cations.” 

The bishops said “adverse so- 
cial impacts” would far outweigh 
ıa boom in the mining industry. 

They said it was the people's 
basic right to tap natural ге 
sources and allowing big mining 
companies access 10 these 
"amounts to violating their right 
юше” 

"Furthermore, mining threat- 
ens people's health and environ- 
mental safety through the wan: 
ton dumping of waste and tail- 
ings in rivers and seas,” the CBCP 
said in the statement read by Sor 
sogon Bishop Arturo Bastes. 

The CBCP also expressed 
alarm over the deletion of the na- 
tionalist provisions in the Consti- 
tution being pushed by the Mala- 
cañang-formed Consultative 
Commission. 

If it succeeds, the move could 
“pave the way (for) the wholesale 
plunder of our national patrimo- 
ny and undermine our sovereign- 
ty" the bishops said. 

It was the strongest statement 
of the bishops against mining un- 

саса 


tapping. 
"We 


The 


yesterday 
President 
gal-Arroyo to pursue re- 
lentlessly the truth be- 
hind the “Hello Garci” 
controversy and to stop 
moves to call off elec- 
tions next year. 


The Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines said the 
CBCP had observed a "failure of 
political processes to make public 
servants accountable,” citing the 
“acts of evasion and obstruction” 
in the Virgilio Garcillano wire- 


ino bishops 
called on 
Macapa- 


recommend that the 
search for truth be relentlessly 
pursued through structures and 
processes mandated by law and 
the Constitution,” 
said in one of two pastoral state 
ments issued at the close of a 
three-day plenary in Manila's 
Pope Pius X11 Center 

"They did not really pursue the 
truth,” said newly elected CBCP 
president Angel Lagdameo at a 
news conference, referring to the 
killing of the impeachment com 
plaint against Ms Arroyo by her 
majority allies in the House of 
Representatives in September 
last year. “They stopped at tech 
nicalities.” 
impeachment attempt 
was triggered by the release last 
June of wiretapped phone con- 
Versations purportedly between 
Garcillano, a former election 
commissioner, and Ms Arroyo. 
Opposition politicians said the 
recordings were evidence Ms Ar- 
royo manipulated the 2004 p 
dential election. 

Saying the President was ac- 
knowledging the CBCP state- 


the bishops 


TRUTMAUT 


10,800 pupils brush teeth 
in bid for Guinness record 


BRUSH, RINSE, SMILE! 

‘About 10,800 
schoolchildren brushed 
their teeth yesterday at 
Rizal Parkin an attempt to 
break the world record for 
a simultaneous brush-off 
and to make Filipinos 
aware of proper 

10200 PUPILS ATE 


Truth on Garci must 
be pursued-CBCP 


Bishops 
oppose 
“No-EP 
proposal 


Plaza Miranda tragedy revisits Liberal Party 


By Amando Doronila 


Liberal Party when it 
celebrated on Jan. 19 
the 60th anniversary 
of is founding in th 


ANALYSIS 
Great 


that ended the NP's monopoly of 


power since the Commonwealth 
days of President Manuel L. Que- 
TRAGIC IRONIES MOCKED THE zon (1935-42). 


to challenge President Sergio Os- 
Schism of the Nacionalista Party теба in the April 1946 presiden- 
tial election as the country stood 


A GUIDE lights candles insi 
Rodriguez, Rizal, " 


itinan Caves in 


*Moral recovery' fight launched in caves 


By Volt Contreras 


RODRIGUEZ, RIZAL--ANDRES BONIFACIO 
and about a dozen other Katipuneros were 
on a mission to free the Filipino people from 
colonial bondage when, on Good Friday of 
1695, they made an arduous climb to the 
Pamitinan Caves here and performed rituals 
consecrating their upcoming revolt against 
Spain. 

Last week, the caves saw the launch of a 
modern-day battle that Bonifacio and his 
men would recognize as just as important if 
they were alive today—the pursuit of a 
“moral recovery” in the government ser- 

Composed of volunteers from various 
public agencies, a nongovernment organi- 

MORAL AIT 


The rupture grew 
ош of the decision. 
Sen. Manuel A. Roxas 


оп the edge of regaining its inde- 
pendence in post-World War Il 
At the time, the толо! 
which had dominated Philippine 
politics from 1935 to 1946 under 
‘Quezon-Osmefia duumvirate, 
had become too crowded at the 
top, cracking up from the rivalry 
between Osmefia and Roxas. 


The great split defined the shape 
of Philippine politics for four 
decades—until the grenade bomb: 
ing of the LP rally at Plaza Miranda 
on Aug. 21, 1971 that nearly wiped 

out the LP leadership. 
Today che LP is as overcrowded 
at the top as the NP was in 1946, 
PLALN ALB 


hie NR 


AFP not buying lawyer’s 
line on Faeldon meeting 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


AWOMAN OFFICER ARRESTED WITH FUGI- 
tive Capt. Nicanor Faeldon tried to give inves 
tigators the impression that her superiors 
knew she was seeing him on the sly, but the. 
military was not buying the line, a top Arme 
Forces officer said yesterday. 

“That seems to be her defense,” said these- 
nior officer, referring to Capt. Candelaria Ri- 
хаз who was nabbed with Facldon in а car in 
Malabon on Friday night. 

Rivas was said to be the girlfriend of Fael- 
don, who had been the object ofa nationwide. 
manhunt since he escaped from military de- 
tention on Dec. 14. 


Feeldon was disguised as a woman in a wig 
at the time, but his captors grabbed the fake 
hair and confirmed it was their quarty the se- 
nior officer told the runen. 

After his capture, Faeldon blamed himself 
for having been “careless, his lawyer said. 

'A lawyer, Rivas isa member of the team from 
the Armed Forces Judge Advocate General's Of- 
fice (Jago) prosecuting the cases against Pael- 
don and nearly 100 other junior officers in- 

1003 Oakwood mutiny 

"The fall of Faeldon, with Rivas asa bonus to. 
boot, was hailed by Malacahang as a major 
accomplishment, but Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said it was not yet time to relax. 
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mitted to the President a confi- 
dential watch list of “suspected 
customs offenders” amid mount- 
ing pressure on the government. 
to curb smuggling of industrial 
and agricultural goods. 


Ву бї C. Cabacungan jr. 


i 
‘THE LIST SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN FORGOTTEN. 
; Apparently exasperated, businessmen are asking 
why not one of those on the Bureau of Customs 
list of the country's most notorious smugglers has 
‘been charged in court more than a year after ће 
[ list was submitted to Malacafiang and the Senate. 
у The Federation of Philip. to Napoleon Morales. The re 
pine Industries, whose mem enue agency faltered miserably 
hers are hard hit by the un- injackingupcollections last year 
[abated smuggling in the coun- which fell P9.5 billion short of its 
fry has urged President Maca- P151.2 billion target. The BOC 
"pagal-Arroyo to direct the blamed the decline in the lower 
BOC to explain its actions volume of incoming goods al- 
ince submitting the smug- though overall imports have 
Zglers list in 2004 been on the rise, according to Ar- 
{25 "We want to know how many ranza. 


en the list have been charged in 
court or those that have been P100-Blost yearly 
dropped for lack of evidence. ЕРІ estimated that the gov- 
We believe it is incumbent upon ernment was losing roughly 
P100 billion a year due to 


the BOC to announce these 
UM ped uu ones 
сер ies 


charged," said FPI president Je- 

national Monetary Fund 
(which said $45 billion worth 
of goods was shipped to the 
country in 2000) and the BOC 
(which claimed that only $32 
billion in imports entered that 
year). 

In October 2004, the BOC sub- 


Senate criticism 

The same list was submitted a 
few months later to the Senate 
which criticized the document ci 
not only for lack of deeper intelli- сепа 
gence work to back up the report 
but also for the conspicuous ab- 
sence of the names of known 
smugglers. 

The FPI called for an update on 
the actions taken on the smug- 
glers’ list amid fresh concerns 
over the BOC failure to stem the 
influx of smuggled goods through 
the country’s numerous ports. 

Arranza's call comes on the 
heels of renewed calls for the 
BOC to clamp down on smug- 
gling and the ongoing Senate 
probe into the alleged links of 
smugglers to Malacahang. 


son. 


Ignorance 

Senators had earlier identified 
some ofthe alleged smugglers as 
David Tan, Samuel Lee, Lucio Co, 
Basilio Ten and Johnny Trajano. 
Tan в allegedly dose toa Cabinet 
official 


goods. 


Traders score customs | 
inaction vs smugglers 


During a Senste hearing on 
the customs budget for 2006, 
newly appointed Customs Com- 
missioner 
was chastised after he 
ignorance about big-time 
glers such as Lucio Co who was 
on the 2004 smugglers list and 
the siblings Vicky and Tomas 
Toh who have allegedly been fa- 
g imports in behalf of a 
Sammy Lee, according 
to Inquirer columnist Ramon 
Tulfo. Vicky Toh has been linked 
to First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
Arroyo as alleged in the Jose Pi 
dal exposé of Sen. Panfilo Lac- 


Topimporters 

Aside from the smugglers list, 
the FP also called on the BOC to 
reveal the ls of the top 500 im- 
porters who use the “gree lanes" 
and "super green lanes” and their 
corresponding payments of du- 
ties and taxes over the last two 


These are special access lanes 
given to select importers to fa- 
liae the release 


Атара said ope 
books would enable the public to 
ascertain whether they had paid 
the right amount of taxes. 
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COMFORT & QUALITY 
of washing & drying with EUROTEK 
washing machine 
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HALABIRA! 


of their 


their 


азн manna 


Spirited dancing, frenetic foot stomping and hypnotic 
<drumbeating - this is the Dinagyang Festival celebrated every 


lloilo City. The spectacle 
ization of the Filipino and honors 


' Centrist Democrats vow 
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PARLIAMENTARIANS FROM EUROPE AND 
Asia identifying themselves as being at the po: 
litical center yesterday committed themselves 
to achieving peace by winning the fight against 
poverty and opposing extremism in their midst. 

‘Speaker Jose de Venecia, presiding over the 
first meeting of the newly formed Centrist 
Democrat International (CDI) in the Asia-Pa- 
cific, said that members reject "every type of 
‘extremist politics in favor of the politics of 
consultation, compromise and consensus, аз 
he declared the Philippines a “centrist nation” 
and the ruling Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats coalition a "centrist party" 

In pledging to "make poverty histo 
gates adopted the debt-for-equity program 
Which De Venecia proposed and the Asian fi 
nancial architecture outlined by Deputy 
Prime Minister Surakiart of Thailand. 

De Venecia was elected the first president ofthe 
Asia Pacific unit of the CDI, which was formally 
established during opening ceremonies on Friday 

The political parties representing the rul- 
ing powers of Europe and Asia agreed that 
“sustained development must be both socially 
inclusive and flexible enough to adapt to 
changing circumstances.” 

They also pledged to enhance the delivery 
of justice, respect human rights and the rights 
of children and women, advance Asian inte- 


—-—. to ‘make poverty history’ 
"xs Experience. the true: sessi usc cx 


gration to realize a "continent without divid- 
ing lines,” and to build enduring peace. 

Previously called Christian Democratic In- 
ternational, CDI is composed of 110 political 
parties from around the world. In Europe, the 
Centrist Democrats have formed the European 
Peoples Party currently the majority party in 
the European Parliament. It is pushing hard to 
spread its centrist philosophy to the East. 

The Philippines ruling Lakas-Christian 
Muslim Democrats and eight other political 
parties in Asia are leading the expansion. 

De Venecia outlined 10 major “political princi- 
ples” that should guide Asian nations in their efforts 
to establish ашу transnational regional par" 

Не said that the principles could be translat- 
ed into a broad range of action programs aimed 
at bringing together the forces of extremism 
and excessive fundamentalism with the forces 
of moderation, creating opportunities to build 
ал Asian middle class to reduce gaps between 
rich and the poor, and finding common ground 
between capitalism and socialism. 

The Speaker said the political principles 
were submitted for consideration by the 
founding parties of the CDI-Asia-Pacific and 
the CD's 110 political parties worldwide. 

Before the closing ceremonies yesterday, 
Pier Ferdinando Casini, the head of the talian 
Chamber of Deputies, took over as the new 
CDI international president, succeeding for- 
mer Prime Minister of Spain Jose Maria Aznar. 


Bird census key to monitoring 
disease, say bird watchers 


By Blanche Rivera and David Hayes 


FIRST, YOU MUST COUNT THE BIRDS. 

‘While the government should be commended 
for its zeal in buying medicines and preparing 
hospitals in case the avian flu hits the Philippines, 
ıa serious bird census must first be conducted. 

“You must know where the birds are, what 
species, their numbers—you can monitor any 
deaths or decreases in the [bird] population,” 
Michael Lu, president of the Wild Bird Club of the 
Philippines told the Inqusca in a phone interview. 

“But the people conducting the surveys аге 
not adequately trained and equipped in bird. 
identification, resulting in poor data gathering 
and misidentification of species,” Lu noted. 

The Department of Environment and Natu- 
al Resources is tasked with collecting data 

the Asian Waterbird Census, part of a glob- 

survey of waterbirds held annually in the 
second and third weeks of January. 

The DENR, with is limited bird watching 
experience and restrained resources, is unable 
to accurately monitor the number of migratory 
birds in che country, casting doubt on the credi- 
bility of data which the Philippines submitted 
to Malaysia for the Asian Waterbird Census. 

For instance, during a recent bird census at the 
Candaba Swamp in Pampanga--one of more 
than 20 critical sites identified by the govem- 
ment for monitoring in їз national ant avian flu 
campaign--Wid Bird Club members identified 
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35 species and saw 11,000 birds. The DENR saw 
‘only 10 species and about 7,000 birds 

Lu said their club members turned up bet- 
ter-equipped than the DENR—both in knowl- 
edge and resources—to record data for the 
Asian Warerbird Census. 

"We had more equipment than the govern- 
mentand we were doing it for free,” Lu said. 

The Wild Bird Club of the Philippines was es- 
tablished in July 2003 to promote bird- watching. 
asa hobby It has 150 members, who connibuted. 
dara to the survey based on their observations in 
Manila, Cebu and Pampanga. The club conducts 
monthly guided trips for the general public. 

Carlo Custodio, national coordinator of the. 
Asian Waterbird Census for the Philippines, 
admitted that lack of funding resulted in dis- 
crepancies in the DENR data, 

He said individual field offices often did 
not have enough funds to train people and to 
pay for transportation to monitor the resting, 
areas of migratory birds. 

“Field personnel sometimes choose sites 
that are easier to monitor, such as those close 
to their offices,” Custodio said. 

The DENR recorded a total of 111,371 birds 
at 55 monitoring sites across the Philippines 
forthe Asian Waterbird Census last year. 

‘The survey has been conducted in the Philip- 
pines since 1989 and coincides with mid-winter 
in the region, a period when migratory birds are 
Jess active and can be more accprately counted, 
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Gov't set 
to launch 


isubstitute 


By Jerry. Esplanada 


DESPITE ITS FAILURE TO TAKE OFF AND 
replace “jueteng” in the late 1980s, the Small 
"Town Lottery or STL will be relaunched by the 
Arroyo administration as the "best legal sub- 
stitute” for the illegal numbers game. 

| But this time, the STL, which is similar to 
jueteng, will be operated by local government 
‘units under the supervision of the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, according to an- 
tijueteng czar Puerto Princesa City Mayor 
Edward Hagedorn, 

The PCSO board approved the STIs revival 
last month. 

"The STL revival is definitely a positive de- 
velopment. LGUs inthe entire Luzon area have 
been looking forward to it. Lowery guidelines 
and other details аге being finalized by PCSO,” 
Hagedorn told the Inquirer over the weekend. 

LGUs are expected to conduct at least three 
lotteries daily where bets will be placed оп 
two numbers between 1 and 38. 

Portions of the game proceeds will go to 
LGUs in 31 Luzon provinces, the Department 
of Health-attached PCSO and the Philippine 
National Police, among other beneficiaries 

"The STL, which the administration of Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino ran from 1987 to 1990, 
failed to eradicate the decades-old jueteng af- 
ter it ended up being a “front” for jueteng op- 
erators and the “cash cow" of corrupt local 
government officials and law enforcers, 

A House of Representatives inquiry in the early 

‚ 90; showed that due to lax monitoring, jueteng 
still flourished because STL franchises were 
awarded to the same people behind jueteng. 

“Hagedorn said "this me, it will be the same 
‘STL but minus the game's imperfections.” 

"e's also good news for the kubradors (bet 
collectors) and kabos (supervisors), the ex- 
perts of the game, who will get their old jobs 
back, Their employment will now have the 
benefit of legitimacy,” Hagedorn said 

Hagedorn, who also chairs the 117-mem- 
ber League of Cities of the Philippines, pro 
posed the ereation of a Cabinet cluster (to be 
headed by the Executive Secretary) to moni- 
tor the reintroduction of STL. 

But Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar 
Cruz, an antijueteng advocate, had earlier dis 
missed STLas a "shameful substitute” for jueteng: 

“something must be wrong somewhere in 
this situation. There is the official drive to get 
rid of one form of gambling only to introduce. 
another” Cruz had said ina statement. 


Noli to fly 
to OFW's aid 
in Kuwait 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO WILL 
lead a high-level Philippine delegation to 
Kuwait ina bid to save the life of Marilou Ra- 
mario, the Filipino domestic sentenced to 
death bya Kuwaiti court 

Press Secretary lgnacio Bunye did not say 
when De Castro and the delegation would 
leave for Kuwait, saying only their departure 
would come "shortly" 

"VP Noli is also expected to hand-carry а 
letter of appeal from the President [Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo] to Kuwait's emi,” Bunye said in 
his weekly "View from the Palace" newspaper 
column. 

‘Accompanying the Vice President will be 
Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito Zuo, Dr. 
Bernardino Vicente, chief of the National 
Center for Mental Health, and Dr. Edison 
Galindez, a forensic psychiatrist, also of the. 
NCMH, Bunye said. 

The delegation is expected to coordinate 
with Ranario's Kuwaiti lawyer, who is han- 
dling the appeal of her case. 

“The President understands the pressure 
and pain that her family is experiencing right 
пом and she would like to assure them that 
the government will do everything it can in 
order to help Marilou," Bunye said. 

А Kuwaiti court sentenced Ranario, a na- 
tive of Surigao del Sur and mother of two, to 
death by hanging after finding her guilty of 

‚ killing her employer who had heaped insults 
‘on the Filipino people. 

Aside from providing Ranario with legal as- 
sistance, the government through diplomatic 
channels has been trying to convince the vicinis. 
family to accept "blood money" in exchange for 
theFllipino's freedom. Christine O. Avendaño 


I. J. Lina; 25 


IVY JOYCE L. LINA, DAUGHTER OP ENGI- 
meer Octavio “Bing” Lina and Velma lina, 
passed away on Jan. 27 at the age of 25. 

Tuy Joyce is also survived by her siblings Ivy 
Gayle, Gladys Pearl and Niño Don. Her father, 
Bing, Б the assistant general manager for opera- 
tions ofthe Manila Intemational Airport Authority: 

Her remains lie at the Don Bosco Chapel, 
Arnaiz Avenue, Makati City. Interment will be 
on Feb. 2 at Heritage Park in Fort Bonifacio 
following the 8 am. Mass at Don Bosco. 
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On February 1, SEA Games Team Philippines wil enjoy the rides and attractions of the country’s premier theme рай, 
"This special ө to our champions kicks off with tho athletes arvat at 3PM. Followed by: 


7:20PM - Lion & Dragon Exhibition by Philippine Ling Nam Athletic Federation 
8:00PM - Performance by Rivermaya 
9.00PM - Spettacolo Pirotecnico, the highly-acciaimed fireworks and laser ight show 


Фла 


Соте end join the celebration with extended park hours кот 10AM to 10PM. m 
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6-M air quality monitoring project goes рі! 


Blanche S. Rivera. the Metro Manila Air Quality Im- ment different from that stipulat- and bha to cause pace T 
provement Sector Development ed in the contract or could not Toulene is a solvent added to 
= GOVERNMENTS $6-MIL- Progam (MMAQISDP. si i ше ства о m not pude p podu benzene, | THE DAILY GOSPEL 
m air quality monitoring pro- The S6-million (P315.3 mil “The BTX units installed by ET! Chronic inhalation or exposure of 
jet remains hazy as the Ате. Шоп) funding for the project was are incapable of ambient airqual- humans to toulene could cause 
firm contracted for the job secured through а loan by the ity measurements per ETI experi- sore throat, dizziness, headaches Monday, January 30, 2006 
ed to install machines that Philippine government from the ments. ETI should refund the and developmental problems in 4th Week in Ordinary Time 
uld detect the presence of toxic Asian Development Bank. payment of BTX units since it children. IstReading: 25 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13 
sesin the ai нал Development Bark. "ET filed to make (he units) opera. Xylene is a colorless sweet | Gospel: poche} 
missions Technologies Inc, IMACH to improve existing ma- tional after three years from in- smelling liquid naturally occu: ‘Jesus and his disciples arrived on the other side of the lake in the re- 
whose head office is in Washing- chines which measure pollutants  stallation," Celso ‘Siador Jr, ЕМВ ring in petroleum and coal tar. It | gion of the Gerasenes. No sooner did Jesus leave the boat than he was 
thn D.C., has yet to fulfill its con- Ше ‘carbon dioxide and sulfur air quality monitoring section is flammable and used as a sol- met by a man with evil spirits who had come from the tombs. He lived 
factual obligations despite hav- dioxide and set up a system that said in a report to project vent in printing, as well as in the | amongthetombs and no one could restrain him, even with a chain, He 
ihg received some $3.2 million will measure the levels of benzene, director Luciano Hormilla. rubber and leather industries. had often been bound with ferters and chains but he would pull the 
£ million) forthe upgrade of toulene and xylene (BTX)—toxic The BTX units cost the govern- — "Ütis] very hard to accept that chains apart and smash the fetters, and no one had the strength to con- 
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Ma aan a Lason onmes Tires inspections tnd evalua- and measure the volame of BTX nor giving reliable data. Non per | ya oud vai, Wat do you want wi i at hi feet and cried 
dhd Natural Resources awarded the tions by the Environmental Man- in theair. Dn o Mi ETE a. | ak a Бы Bed 
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dens wilde reed Foreign soniimorofüegoemmeat — budsman Merceditas Gutierrez, ship dinner wileapthe wholeday | you and how he ha had mercy on you” So he went оош te 
RO Albena Romulo sald. ет 00, de брате appeared, before а (естып eventarthe Treehouse ISSI ийат | come af Papal ing everyone how mck us had done for 
| "T have been informed that it Court gave the government the go- panel of the ICSID on Jan. 13. alumni both in the Philippines and | him. And all the people were astonished. 
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With its advanced curriculum, state-of-the-art facilities and wi-fi campus, the Malayan 
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6-M air quality monitoring project goes pffftt! 
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the Мето Sen Dodge ed in the contract or could not — Toulene ва solvent added to 
= GOVERNMENTS $6-MIL- Program (MMAQISDP). gi in dhe conma or E pude to pode benzene, | THE DAILY GOSPEL 
fon air quality monitoring pro- The $6-million (P315.3 mi “The BTX units installed by ETI ‘Chronic inhalation or exposure of > 
ject remains hazy as the Ameri- Шоп) funding for the project was are incapable of ambient air qual- humans to toulene could cause — = 
NG firm contracted for the job secured through a loan by фе ity measurements per ETI experi- sore throat, dizziness, headaches 
= "o install machines that Philippine government from the ments, ETI should refund the and developmental problems in 
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га CELLULITE LOSS. Its the way that Jonabel 
Gavieta lost 34.5 Ibs to win the Female Great 


-militants X 1 S Body contest and Art Guerrero lost 35 lbs to 


win the Male Great Body contest. 


English THE ULTIMATE CORE FAT BURNING PROGRAMME 
le] STEREES 


PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH WOULD NOT 
ensure the country's economic progress, mili- 
tant workers said Friday as they denounced 
calls for the restoration of English as the 
medium of instruction in schools 

"just because citizens from rich countries 
like South Korea want to learn English here. 
doesn't necessarily mean that learning Eng- 
lish will translate into economic salvation for 
us,” Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran said ina 
statement in English. 

Beltran was reacting to the Trade Union 
Congress of the Philippines’ backing of the call 
of the Department of Labor and Employment, 
the Makati Business Club and the Joint Foreign 
Chambers of Commerce of the Philippines for 
a retum to English as the medium of instruc- 
tion so that more Filipinos could be hired as 
callcenter agents and medical transcribers. 

“Another militant labor leader, Femando Hicap 
ofthe fisherfolk group Pamalakaya, said the mod. 
erate TUCP' call signified “false hopes and ааз of 
puppetry and dass betrayal to the cause of our 
‘working people, nothing more, noting ess." 

"This is the kind of colonial orientation and 
leadership that would [turn] this country into 
a colony of English-speaking modem day 
Slaves," he said. 

‘Beltran said the proposal incorrectly assumed 
that poor English communicatio skis was the 
major cause of the economic problems of the 
country today when the real cause was “the de- 
pression of die economy due to foreign plunder 
and proforeign and antipeople policies." 

He pointed out that advanced countries 
like Japan and South Korea emphasized edu- || »MESOTHERAPY "AQUAMID 
cational instruction in thelr mother tongues. SKIN WHITENING "BOTOX ; 

"Economie growth for these countries did |5 «RESTYLANE ЗРЕКІАМЕ З КОНОТ masque] © “oot tomer 
mot begin with learning English, but with LASER ACNE TREATMENT |ior teautitut smooth] лелин and nch lost) Lose 1,000 cortes] 
building a strong domestic economy and na- |^ aWART REMOVAL — “FACIAL CE wale oa ruler 
tional industries first and foremost,” he 
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ipinos critical thinking skills. 
Pe should wain our labor force to be pro ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 


ductive and active shapers of society, по BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
merely [be] appendages to foreign demands, CALOOCAN Sherry/Roda/Olive 365-7653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
he said. "Otherwise, we'll just be creating an- CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-2254 PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 


other generation of American parrots.” wrerez.silmmersworld.com.ph. GREENHILLS Eleanor 726-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

Many eracy studies, according to him, con: | Inquire@slimmerswortd.com.ph LEGASPI VILL. Lanilionah 893-8935 SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 

 duded that the best way to teach a second lan- MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 | 
r3 


maa an 


AA a scents O master dair | AGA APAN 
‘mother tongue to the point of critical thinking, KIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183312510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/091943861 
"These skills can then be transferred to the MALATE $25983109213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD.8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473814/09275341314 
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The long wait is over. 
oue just pages away from a new Mitsi 


[m 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Bite Road, Dinan, Quezon Слу. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER No. 01 
Serios of 2006 
‘SUBJECT : 


SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDELINES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 
AND MONITORING OF APPROVED STOCK 
DISTRIBUTION OPTION (SDO) PLANS 


PREFATORY STATEMENT 
Secon 31 of RA No. 6657 provides he legel basis or ha corporale landowners 1o 
bral honsewes of ine alak deirbuton plon (ЗОО) m which corporations Pl 
iia drei hanson of orion c or лы ck дус tan 
Ilao тонат and oiner aed boralicines can be considered ea am 
il complance under Pe provera of sud AC In waw erect, De Deparment ot 
"grün Rolo (BAR) esu Adminstatie Order (AO) No. 10, Seres ol 188, 
"liec: "Guidlines and Procedures for Corporate Landowners Deira io Ava 
Thomas o Iha Sock Ditrbutan Plan Under Secon 31 of RA B887 and 
parading DAR Amine Orca No 87 (sj. 
There are 14 corporations оозе SDO plns have been approved by ha Presenta 
[arora atom Counet (PANG) ora cj wich, Оне ав cto ofer a property 
(er voluntary Otro Sei (VOS) schema oy СААР coverage, Tus. атаа 19 
TS ho ca numberof approved ОО рала lr manaig by пе DAR Iona 
TOS hectres c pets agree ance 
rer ho post year, some suas ave ben sad as regards the non-complenca 
Siang caput Na ama эло ende sud n Pa approvo SDO 
{ле ang amanda c уатан (MOA) rad between PO r1 
рало аша reo sama ette prias were recae Рупе DAR. 
iste groupa ol mec srg er Ra mcam egent 
pei 
Hence, is Adminitrative Ordar is bog sued, as a suplemento AO 10, Sees 
procedures and ecran 


309 prs and MOA 
GOVERNING POLICIES AND PRINCIPLES 
A. вынула Proftabilty of the Corporation's Operate 

Tra continued operon ot Pa crperaton under ha SOO scheme, 

‘pret ind act and unfagmeztea, shou show etit ang pray 

SE iai dun of nates of na wou esa o Increased income 

‘nd grostr banag fr a Deneicares than the anda wore рде i 

‘homindvauniy or colezvoiy 

Features and Tranaferabity of tho Shares of Stock 

Any shoes ecquredby Ng workers an benef shal ave me same 
"send estes os cer tara [Seton 31 18. RANG. GET. 

2. Ary transfor ot hares of stocka by ho orna beneficiaries shel be void 
"abi отте aid vansacton d in avo з quad ond registred 
‘Senta stris ha sama corporation Secon 31 (3. RAN 0857] Such 
rd share of жоска nad ba v aceocanes vim ive provers sat 
fers once Nar V of ti AO. 

з. Thebenefciris do not lose ak hls and privileges as slociholders o 
the een fey have rere, ал eapacisied cr sre separated 
from Pa запіса unless they opted 1o sl Der snares of Soda. 

Right of Firet Retusa! 

1. The benafiro shat have he ght of fret retusai ovar ha мовай 

ориз sick No зато proportion d ha par value o mer shares o me 
{ol par vate of he outstanding shares c sack 
“Tre Benefiiares, ey о dose, may cotto immediatly exercise Der 
Tight tft resa by sibe fer he proportionate ruber of rares, 
{fs forcing hor e preampa righ over such stores. 
"n ba event hat the BOD decide t caf те subesipons andor ewe 
‘Seca shares order ors lunda, ha banaiceres shal have EO 
ув эгип a peras apaciodin he MOA to make te payment к ir 
Pia 

Representation in the Board of Directors 

E" respec o me ише st ne gut nha corporation or associato. he 
endicanes shat be assured atis one (1) rapresentate i б bord 
"recors ori a management orexecubre carae. fone ли, of 
{he corprsion or assoc (Seaton 31 () RA NG. 6057} 

"The representativos fo te BOO shal bo вава by те majorly ol he 
Тобаа trough secret baling. wich sal be ачааг in 
Secondo win ta procedures ea Kr элде йет Vil of fis AO. 
Theropresertarisio e ВОО sali havo a tenure ol one (1) year pursuant 
To he poner of e Corporason Сода Hare сап бе re omisled a 
{ho GOD os long as ha banafianes dec inert he pei. 

As part of stai dus and responebütes, e representativas fo he 
Bb chatonsorsutratrepans a ccr diha eszosaboncccpratve 
rione Gene Аввотыү cl he bereicaos 1o aparsa arm on е sari 
oris c dezusson end resolutions eased к ta Boards masing: 

Organization of the Beneficiaries 

“na DAR Provincial Оса (DARPO Banefciades Development Coordinate 

son [SOC] and DAR Monica lica (BARMO), i coordinator тип cher 

"pecie and run government racistes (NGOs). sla prove accel 
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Hamas says it is ready 
to form Palestinian army 


RAMALLAH, WEST BANK—THE LEADER OF HAMAS SUGGESTED 
that the Islamic group could create a Palestinian army that would 
include its militant wing—responsible for scores of deadly attacks 
on Israelis—in the aftermath of its crushing victory in parliamen- 


tary elections. 


Israeli officials condemned the plan Satur- 
day demanding that Hamas renounce violence. 
Palestinian security officers, including loyalists 
from the defeated Farah Party, said they would 
never submit to Hamas control 

"Hamas has no power to meddle with the se- 
curity forces; said Jibril Rajoub, a Palestinian 
strongman. 

"The Hamas chief, Khaled Mashaal, reiterated 
that Hamas would not recognize Israel and indi- 
cated attacks on Israeli civilians would continue 
as long as Israel continued to target Palestinian 
civilians "As long as we are under occupation 
then resistance is our right,” he said. 

Angry police stormed the parliam 


ing in Gaza and armed militants marched into 
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas compound 
in Ramallah to demonstrate their rejection of 
Hamas authority Their defiance raised fears of 
a spike in violence between Palestinian factions. 

‘Clashes have already broken out between the 
‘wo sides. Hamas gunmen wounded two police- 
теп in Gaza early Saturday in what authorities 
said was а roadside ambush. The attack came 
hours after another firefight wounded a Hamas 
activist and two police officers, one of whom 
was in a coma Saturday. 

Hamas won 74 out of 132 seats in parliamen- 
tary elections Wednesday to Fatah's 45. The mil- 
itant group's victory threw the fate of intema- 


i 
tional aid to the cash-strapped Palestinian A$- 
thority in doubt and darkened the chances fona 
peace deal with Isracl H 
Speaking from his base in Damascus, буб, 
мааа) insisted his group would not disari 
and said Hamas mary wing, estimated $t 
пеайу 5000 gunmen in Gaza alone, could be 
merged into a Palestinian arm T 
“Weare ready to unify the weapons of Pale 
tinian factions, with Palestinian consensus, and 
form an army like any independent state,” He 
sai 
‘israeli officials demanded that Hamas lod 
for penceful solutions totheconfict, Û 
“f Hamas wants to be considered a partner În 
peace, its very clear what it has to do. It has o 
Fenounce terrorism, disarm, accept Israel's right 
to exist and support political solutions to issues 
rather than pursuing violent jihad,” Israeli fj» 
gn ministry spokesperson Mark Regev said. Ё 
Mashaal also sai Hamas would abide by e 
isting agreements with the country “as long asit 
isinthe interest of our people” 
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Tennessee 
driver IDs 
lure illegals 
in America 


ШЕ, TENNESSEE TEN- 
nessee's driving certificate for il- 
legal immigrants isn’t supposed 
tobe valid asa form of ID, but ies 
зо popular that people are paying 
hundreds of dollars and traveling 
hundreds of miles to get one. 

Tennessee has issued more than 
1,000 certificates since 2004 when 
it became the first state in the nation 
to offer them—since joined by Utah. 
Ви not every certificate has gone to 

meone living in Tennessee. 

"Two major federal arrests in re- 
cent months exposed black-market 
shunles carrying South and Central 
American immigrans south from 
New Jersey and north from Georgia 
o sme licensing centers in 
Knoxville, where the immigrants got 
certificates using fake residency pa- 
pers 

third sweep near Nashville this 
week revealed а conspiracy in which 
prosecutors soy state license exam- 
iners accepted bribes from a driving 
school to provide ilegal immigrants 

drivers licenses and certificates 
without testing. 

"This comes as Tennessee's ceñifi- 
cate system is being studied asa pos- 
sible model for handling “non-con- 
Forming drivers” under Congress re 
cently adopted Real ID program that 
will set a national standard for dr 
ers licenses by 2008. 

“We have seen individuals com- 
ing to Tennessee to take advantage 
of the drivers certificate progam 
because they are easy to obtain,” 
‘Acting US Auomey Russ Dedrick 

‘Although “not valid for identifica- 
don” appears in bold red leners on 
the face of the wallet-size ce 
cates, Dodrick said banks accept 
them as legal ID and they “can easily 
be passed off for other types of iden- 
tification documents” 

Lawyer Mike Whalen, whose 
dient Zeneida Concepcion Rivera 
faces up to four years in prison if 
convicted of bringing as many as 
100 immigrants from New Jersey to 
Knoxville for certificates, said the 
govemment is making too much of. 
the problem. 

“Somebody went through the 
roof and said, ‘Remember 9-11, ev- 
ery one had drivers licenses." he 
said. "Well, none of these Mexican 
immigrants are in flight school any- 
where. There isa difference” 

That argument comes lide 
weight in law enforcement circles. 

The certificate kaw “Just kind of 
‘opened upa flood gate of everyone 
wanting to come here to get some 
sort of identification,” said Knox 
County Sherif Tim Hutchison, 
whose officers discovered 58 illegal 
immigrants used the same Knoxville 
address to get a certificate. 

‘Applicants must provide two doc- 
uments, such as miliy ЫБ or a 
lease, to show they live in Ten- 
nessce, and a Social Security num- 
ber—or a sworn affidavit if there s 
none. They also must pass an сус 
‘exam, a driving rules test and a road 
test. АР 


MEMBERS ofa rescue team search for victims, early Jan. 29, in Katowice, Poland after the roof of an exhibition 5 
hall collapsed under heavy snow езгег in the evening during a pigeon-fanciers event. p 


Roof collapses in Poland hall, 


E] 


i 


kills 60; death toll seen rising: 


CHORZOW, POLAND—A ROOF 
collapsed at an exhibition ha 
Poland packed with hundreds of 
people, killing atleast 60, and of- 
аһ said on Sunday they fear 
the death toll could rise. 

As temperatures plunged to 
minus 15 Celsius overnight, res- 
cuers using floodlights battled 
through snow and debris to ry to 
find survivors from Saturdays 
disaster in the southern city of 
Chorzow. 

‘About 140 people were also in- 
jured when the metal roof of the 
modern building, the size of a 
soccer field, collapsed during a 
gathering of pigeon enthusiasts 
from across Europe. 

“1 can confirm that 60 people 


Jaroslaw Wojta 


were injured. 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Russia nabs 2 spies for UK 
MOSCON-— usn secutysordces have arrested vo 
Spes working for Bash тавро, he trac news 
agency sad on Seu, cing fo orm head of Russis 
Sito security serve. Russia aoousod Briain ast Sunday of 
‘ning a James Borde spying operation n Moscow 
Using a rece hin ina tak rock о communicate sarat 
оттоп. named four embassy workers as neliqance 
tca runing ssa agents. Former FSB head Niall 
Kovalyov dd not ma Gea who he vo peopl arresi- 
ad were ied tothe "tke rock айан Н appeared Wa 
wow hat hey wore Russians rather on Beh licis 
‘Shes aplomals have immunity trom arrest. Reus 


Wanna buy Hitler paintings? 
LONOON—Twenty-one watercolors and sketches by Nazi 
tator Ado raro 1o be sctoned in iain ar 70 
years ina sultcasa in a Bolglan ate, the Sunday Telegraph 
Towspape reported. The coton was apparent pro 
ced between 1916 and 1918 when tha young Her was 
corpora during th Gres War The works aro lobe auc” 
tioned ak Jftrys in Lost, southwest England, and 
are expectod o fetch up o 100 000 pounds (146.200 ou- 
109.5171 300) ne Bells weekly reported АР 


Video of Western hostages 
DUBA o caplors ol our Westom peace acts in rag 
Su US ed locas had ona last chanc to ren rag prison- 
тз or oy would kl tho hostages, A Jazeera istilo sad 
оп Saturday The Arti hanno od a video rom the 
Swords of fth group. spperonty showing tho two Canadi- 
ans one Brion and ono American standing арапа wal 


have died and we are afraid that 
this might not be the final fig 
ure," fire brigade spokesperson 
ik said. 

Officials said the dead includ: 
ed foreigners and identified one 
эз а Belgian. Hosp 
Germans, a Czech and a Belgian 


The fire brigade and police 
said the weight of snow on the 
roof caused the collapse, but the 
building's manager told Polish 
television that snow had been 
regularly clcared from the roof. 
"We heard something snap like 


started to panic right away, real- 
izing what was happening,” one 
unnamed witness told the TVN24 


television station from hospital 

“1 started to run and some. 
thing fell on me, others trampled 
over me and i was able to crawl 
outonbandsand knees” $ 

Dog rescue team head Jan 
Woloszyn told TVN24 on Sub. 
day: i 

“rained dogs have found do 
trace of life under the rubble.” 5 

Another rescue official, Lesadk 
Suski, told a news conference: 
“With such a low temperature 
the chances of finding someoge 
alive are slim but we still haye 


als said five. 


hope 

g and people "Ме estimate that under de 
debris there still might be 4a 

dozen or even several dozens bf. 


people." Reuters 


| 


The grainy footage, shot in a dark room, vas dated Jan. E 
The hostages appeared to be speaking to ta camara but + 
bar wees cou по bo heard. Briton Norman Kember, 
American Tom Fox and Canadas James Loney and 
Harmeel Sooden wer kidnaped on No. 26 in Baghdad, $ 
Where thoy wore working wih a Christian pence organiza- £ 
on by tho previously unknown Swords of Truth. Raus 
Elephant nations meet 1 
KUALA LUMPUR ten Asian counts wilh wid elo 
bhang mot as a group п Metas or tho frst tme last өрк 
{овоо o sua ol the specs as expanding human 
populations encroac onis haba. Tha mol he mosting 
As to reach consensus on allele wars to aco tho sfe 
as threats facing necontnonts gest amma The 
(wing was cited by ha Wo Conservation Union! 
ШОМ) which ward hat ho stun facing tho Astan ob 
lant was оа. "Jt avor ve расем ol ho original 
fln lophant habia гопан toy and ts population his 
cred over he past hall contr oan estima 30.0001. 
20000 animals n he wl, lad ina statomont, This s 
Just 1010 15 percent ol ho Айкал elephant population. AR 


US mother kills 3 kids i 
DE QUEEN, Ansas-— Pole fund he bodies ol rao 
iion ying side ido on a od in hak homo atr tel 
father sa she smothered thom, nestignor sad. OIN- 
ars wora sont Salurday to th soulhwesten kansas 
omo altor ho tier cafod authorities rom Now York sayy 
ing e wat had confess to tho Kings Райа Eleazar Y 
Mentor 43, colapso whan сиз and and was akon 
тоа hospta to bo troatod lor ingosting a tc substance, di 
ficis sa. > 
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LONDON--UNDERCOVER LON- 
+ don police officers faked vital evi 
1 dence to cover up their fatal role 
in the shooting of innocent Brazil 


newspaper 


HONG 
DISNEYLAND 
35 Hong Kong Package "EJ 
40 Hong Kong Package I] 
LIMITED SEATS ONLY!!! BOOK NOWIN! 
Hong Kong? Daytour Disneyland _|uss 196) 
© Hong Kong“ Overnight Disneyland [uss 244 


KONG & О, 


O 


п Jean Charles de Menezes, mis- 
taken for а suicide bomber a 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


, The WORLD 
‘London police ‘faked evidence’ on shot Brazilian, says report 


London's Metropolitan 


r alleged Sunday. 
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to change a surveillance log detail- 
ing the electricians movements to 
Special Branch officers from hide the fact that they had wrongly 


Police tried identified him, the News of the 
World weekly claimed. 
De Menezes, 27, was shot sev- 


en times in the head on a London 
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Underground train at Stockwell 
station in south London. 


tempt to replicate the July 7 at- 
tacks by four suspected suicide 


He was killed on July 22 last bombers which killed 52 innocent 


year, the day after an alleged at- 
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The alleged cover- 
gp meant the blame 
for the traged 
меша have been 
pinned on senior Met 
Police commanders 
or the armed police 
who fired the bul- 
les—leaving them 
open to murder 
charges, the newspa 
per said 

"The revelations are 
apparentiy contained 
їп the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (CC) 
report into the death, 
which was delivered 
to the Crown Prose 
cation Service (CPS) 
10 days ago. 

‘A Special Branch 
officer mistakenly re- 
ported that De 
Menezes was Hus- 
sein Osman, 27, who 
is facing charges of 
conspiracy to murder 
in connection with 
the July 21 incident. 

However, ome 
they realized their fa- 
tal error, the log was 
altered to read that 
no positive identifica- 
tion had been made. 

A government de- 
partment source told 
the tabloid: "It says 
the log was actually 
tampered with in a 
major way 

“In particular the 
words ‘and’ and ‘not’ 
were inserted about 
the Osman ID, so it 
read ‘and it was not 
Osman’ rather, than 
“it was Osman- 


[amain баа C Php 820 
$386) 


1106107 


The log was al- 
a н E 


legedly changed ага 
debriefing meeting 
10 hours after the 
Brazilian was 
gunned down. 

It had been pro- 
duced by colleagues. 
of the officers listen- 
ing to the team's ra- 
dio messages. AFP 
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Nasa top climate expert says 
W. House tried to silence him 


WASHINGTON NASAS TOP CLIMATE SCIEN- 
tist has accused the Bush administration of trying 
то stop him from speaking out after being called 
in a lecture for swift cuts in emissions of the 
greenhouse gases linked to global warming, The 
Кен York Times reported Sunday 
James Haren decor ofthe US space ageny+ 
Goddard Insitute for Space Studies, said that 
Сав at Nasa headquarter had ordered the public 
affairs ваї to review his forthcoming lectures, pa- 
pes, postings on the Goddard website and re- 
quess for media interviews, the Times reported. 
“They feel their job i to be this censor of infor- 
mation going out to the publi” said Hansen, who 
told the paper he would ignore the restrictions, 
"The report quoted Dean Acosta, бершу asis- 
tant administrator for public affairs at Nasa, as 


| denying there was any effort to silence Hansen. 


“Thats not the way we operate here at Nasa,” 
‘Acosta told the Times. "We promote openness and 
‘we speak with the facts.” Acosta said that govem- 
ment scientists were free to discuss scientific find- 
ings but that policy statements should be left to 
policy makers and appointed spokespersons. 

“This is not about any individual or any issue 
е global warming” he told the Times. "Ks about 
coordination.” 

"Since 1988, (Hansen) has been issuing public 
warnings about the long-term threat from heat- 


trapping emissions, dominated by carbon dioxide, * 
thatarean unavoidable byproduct of buming coal, 
ой and other fos fuels, He has had run-ins with 
politicians or their appointees in various adminis 
trations, including budget watchers in the fist 
Bush administration and Vice President Al Gore,” 
the Times reported. 

Hansen told the Times that “efforts to quiet 
hin? had begun na ere ofealsateralecurehe 
gave on Dec. 6, 2005, at the annual meeting ofthe 
“American Geophysical Union in San Francisco. 

“hn the talk, he said that significant emission 
cars could be achieved with existing 1 
particularly in the case of motor vehicles, and that 
without leadership by the United States, climate 

change would eventually leave the earth a differ- 
ent planet," the Times said. 

US administration policy is to use voluntary 
messis to i, but nt Tee, te provi d 
emissions. j 

“After that speech and the release of data by Dr- 
Hansen on Dec. 15 showing that 2005 was proba- ` 
bly the warmest year in atleast a century officials 
atthe headquarters ofthe space agency repeatedly 
phoned public affairs officers, who relayed the 

warning to Dr. Hansen that there would be ‘dire 
Consequence f sch statements continued, those 
officers and Dr Hansen said in interviews; the 
Times said. АР 
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‘Why Davide? 


IE THE PRESIDENT REALLY WANTED TO REFORM 


election practice in the Philippines, she could have 
done better than to appoint the recently retired Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide Jr. as presidential adviser for elec- 
„tion reform. She could have appointed the redoubtable 
Virgilio Garcillano. 
Who better to fix a leak, after all, than a plumber? Da- 
vide is only a statesman. Garcillano is 
EDITORIALS acknowledged by many (including 
tacitly by the President herself, who 
„named him election commissioner before she ran for the 
presidency) as a master plumber, someone who not only 
fan plug a hole or spring а leak, but even knows where 
the pipes are buried. 

ОЁ course, Garcillano has gone on record (through his 
"testimony before Congress) as saying that the country's 
„election system is in fact leak-proof. He has insisted that 
fhe election fraud President Macapagal-Arroyo is accused 
Sof committing or commissioning is almost impossible to 
“до, much less pull off. 

But we think that Garcillano protests too much; his 
um reputation in the election business (for that is appar- 

ту what it really is) is that of a smooth operator, some- 
one wha can—simply by receiving anxious phone calls 
Жош, certain candidates—give them peace of mind. Be- 
"sides, the dagdag-bawas cases are only a decade old; sure- 
Чу we haven't forgotten all of that? 

So our modest suggestion: Garcillano, instead of Da- 
vide. To be sure, Davide was also an election commission- 
et once, during the heady, we-have-a-chance-to-set- 
things-right post-Marcos days. But he is too much the 
straight arrow; we cannot imagine him emerging from 
“hiding, surrounded by masked, AK-47-toting body- 
guards. In fact, we cannot imagine him going into hiding 
n the first place. Now, surely, that is a disqualifying trai 

'We need someone with a pachydermatous quality, who 

‘can take Commission on Elections Chair Benjamin Aba- 
‘los’ appeals to pity (in response to withering and well- 
founded criticism from the Supreme Court and the Sen- 
vate) without flinching (or laughing). We need someone 
with the equanimity of a philosopher, who can accept the 
“hypocrisies of advantage-hungry politicians from both 
sides without passing judgment. (That can definitely be 
off putting.) Not least, we need someone with an actors 
‘aplomb, who can tell everyone with a straight face that 
‘the most contentious election since 1969 is in fact uncon- 
‘troversial and clean. 

* "That sounds like Garci, doesn'tit? 


Why, Davide? 


E CANNOT UNDERSTAND HOW FORMER 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. reached his deci- 
sion to accept the appointment as an adviser оп 

elektibn reform to this President. The objective of elec- 

“tion reform is paramount; when President Macapagal-Ar- 

тоуо announced on Rizal Day in 2002 that she would not 
frun in the 2004 election, election reform was already опе 

“of the three overarching goals she had set for herself in 

‘the remaining months of her term. Now, with her 2004 

‘election victory in serious doubt, election reform has only 

"become more critical. 

But we question whether this administration has in fact 
the strategic intent and the political will to reform the 
élection system. 

;, Ла the first place, does the executive have the moral ca- 

‘pacity to persuade the remaining election commissioners 

to resign? The Supreme Court decision on the automated 
election case and the Senate committee report on the 

‘same matter allow us to argue in the strongest possible 

terms; If Benjamin Abalos and the other commissioners 
remain on board, no real reform will take place. 

In other words, any advice Davide may offer will de- 
pend on a clean slate at the Commission on Elections. But 
given the controversy over the 2004 election, does any- 

“one seriously think that President Arroyo has à moral as- 

„cendancy over the Comelec executives, which will allow 

“her to force them from office? If anything, it is she who 

cannot afford to antagonize them. 

For the record, we have no doubt that Davide, once the 
£ Ingumer’s Filipino of the Year, has the moral stature, the 
ilegal acumen and the executive experience the reform 
“initiative needs. But above all else, election reform re- 
¦ quires political will. As a mere presidential adviser, Da- 
‘vide can exercise none. 

That makes him mere political wind dressing 
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Protect Pacquiao from politicians 


MANNY PACQUIAO NEEDS PROTECTION. 
not from other boxers or from shady boxing 
promoters and managers. Not even from kid- 
Tappers who might want to dip into his mil- 
Tion-dollar purse. No, he needs protection from 
the hordes of Filipino politicians who are al- 
ready using him and will continue to use him 
for their own benefit. Now the surest way to 
‘get publicity is to stick close to Pacquiao. With 
So many cameras clicking and grinding in front 
of him, it is inevitable for anybody close to him 
to land in the newspapers or appear on TV 
Sharing the stage with him is even better. Опе 
notorious politician even sang duets with him. 
оп the Plaza Miranda stage. 

‘Manny is obviously flartered by all the atten- 
tion and hoopla. That is something relatively 
new to this once poor boy from “GenSan,” 
Cotabato. And that has been the downfall of 
many champions. A boxer has а shelf life of, at 
most, 10 years. After thar, it is all downhill. At 
age 35, a boxer is old, unlike basketball players 
who can still play competitive basketball up to 
age 50 if he is really good—as in the case of 
Robert Jaworski, who would probably be still 
playing now had he not been elected senator. 

‘We have had many international champi- 
ons. (Pacquiao is not even an international 
champion yet. He did not 
onship in the bout against Erik Morales. What 
he got is the consuelo de bobo for boxers who do 
not make the top 10 contenders of the different 
weight divisions) But except for one—Flash 
Elorde—they all faded away, poor and forgot- 
ten, the millions of pesos they won during their 
prime, gone. Many of them now live like pau- 
pers, objects of pity, not getting enough help 
from the government that pampered them 
while they were still up there. 

‘That is what I'm afraid could happen to 
Manny Pacquiao. He's on top of the world now, 
а national hero, a multimillionaire, courte 
and flarered by politicians. They will use him 
and exploit him while he is sill popular. They 
will surely use him to campaign for and en- 
dorse them. They may even use him го cam: 
paign for the ratification of a new constitution. 


ILIKE THIS GROUP KARANGALAN. ITS MEM- 
bers had another successful gathering at the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines last Friday 
and Saturday, and I couldnt be happier for 
them. Ilike them for a couple of reasons. 

The first is that they are a group that high- 
lights what is normally deemed "positive" in 
ош lives. As Nicky Perlas, Panjee Lopez and 
Several others explained on TV late last week, 
Karangalan wants to dispel the culture of de- 
featism and cynicism by showing the depth of 
talent and accomplishment that roisters in 
these parts, if only we would have the eyes to 
see them. Its not PR, itis ruth. There is rea- 
son to hope, not by recourse to self hypnotism 
but by feeling the vibrancy tha beats at the 
heart of this country. 

Nicky himself explains this best in his invita- 
tion to Karangalan: "Recall the recent example 
of a l2yearold sudent who reumed 
P300,000, How is it that Cristina Bugayong es- 
caped the deadly influence of a culture per- 
ceived to be suffering from an epidemic of greed 
and corruption? Only a journey to the Other 
Philippines will reveal to you the answer Cristi- 
na isa citizen of the ‘Other Philippines, visible 
only to eyes that can see subtle connections and 
hidden parterns. This is the Philippines of vi- 
sion, moral courage, compassion, competence, 
and achievement. And she is not alone. Dozens 
of arises, entrepreneurs, journalists, executives, 
athletes and other Filipinos have gonen global 
awards for their achievements. And, unknown, 
io most, thousands more exemplify lives of 
moral courage and practical achievements. May 
dangal ang Pinoy!” 

"The second, and probably more imporant, 
reason 1 like them is that the prime movers of 
Karangalan are also members of Pagasa who are 
opposed to the existence of an illegitimate presi- 
dent. Their position, in fact, is to bold elections as 
soon as possible sans Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 
which presumes removing her first, though—if 
know Nicky et al. completely—constiruionally. 
Via, the soncept of асаши a moral 


As 1 See It 
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‘And Manny may be seduced by all the flattery, 

But wait until he starts losing fights. Watch. 
the politicians and people turn away from him. 
This is what Pacquiao should watch out 
against. He should watch out for himself. 

But alas, Pacquiao is already showing signs 
that he may follow in the footsteps of all the 
unfortunate ex-champions who have gone be- 
fore him. One sign is conspicuous consump- 
Чоп. One of the things he's done was buy him- 
selfa Porsche sports car, one of the most expen- 
sive cars in the world. He is building homes 
and shopping malls in GenSan—the later 
probably a good investment if he or his family 
База knack for business. There are reports that 
he already has learned how to gamble. When 
he gets back to GenSan, it would probably be 
опе party and drinking spree after another for 
him. His celebrity status has made him want to 
go into show business. He has already made а 
recording; he is entertaining notions of being a 
movie actor. And, horrors, ће is being egged to 
go into polities. One day, he will suddenly dis- 
Cover that all his money and his friends are 
gone. 

ОҒ course, we are a free country Anybody 
who wants to make a fool of himself is free to do 
зо. But itis the бшу of sports associations to 
take care of their athletes, to prevent them from 
sinking into the pitiful state that so many other 
athletes before them have sunk into. Some- 
times, they have to be protected from their 
managers and “advises,” from their “friends,” 
and, at times, even from their relatives. 


‘This year is the Year of the Fire Dog in the 
Chinese calendar. The fire dog means a red 
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verse, or bringing to the fore what is good and 
decent in the current one, is not opposed to the 
concept of defeating an immoral one, or fighting 
what is roten and indecent in the world we find 
ourselves in. They go hand-in-hand. 

Tes a good reminder to those who keep ask- 
ing us to forget that we have a President who 
called up Garci with the express purpose of 
‘manipulating the results, and to move on from 
there. Itis a timely reminder to those who keep 
saying they are fed up with politics, lets con- 
entrate on the "positive" aspects of our lives. 
and ignore everything else. Its a powerful re- 
minder to those who talk of the “other Philip- 
pines” as though it exists apart from the one we. 
immediately apprehend, the one that has GMA 
and the Lakas trapos dominating it. 

Tve read too many letters to the editor and 
articles that say a lot of good things are hap- 
pening in this country, les time we dwelled on. 
Them and not on the political static that is de- 
railing us from progress. It's a wrongheaded 
idea based on the wrongheaded perception of 
‘what is “positive” and “negative.” Н presuppos- 
es that every criticism, every contradiction, ev- 
ery negation is negative, and every praise, ev 
ery acquiescence, every affirmation is "posi- 
tive." Nothing can be farther from the truth. 
Praising, embracing and affirming the dictato- 
rial rule of Marcos is not positive, it is negative 
in the extreme. Praising, embracing and 
firming the illegitimate rule of GMA is not pos 
itive, it is negative in the extreme. Ignoring 
tyranny and injustice altogether and dwelling 
instead on the "success stories" is not positive, 
itis negative in the extreme It does nor push 


dog, probably like the Australian dingo and 
in coyote, which is not really red 
‘and are, technically, not dogs al- 

though they belong to the dog family. 

1n the Philippines, “red dogs” are plent 
ful. They can be found in the streets, thin 
and scraggly-looking, the so-called “askals” 
(for "asong kalye"). They are not the hand- 
some, imported purebreeds that their own- 
es like to strut around. No, they are the na- 
tive Filipino dogs that Filipinos take home 
as cute and lovable puppies, but once they 
grow up into unhandsome adults, they are 
turned out by their owners into the streets 
to run around with other dogs and scrounge 
for food in the garbage cans where they pick 
up disease and parasites. They live a pitiful 
existence until disease or a passing vehicle 
mercifully ends it. 

May the Year of the Fire Dog focus the at- 
tention of people, and of the national and 
local governments, to the plight of the poor 
askal. Even animal welfare societies have 
the colonial mentality of favoring dogs with 
pedigrees. Cara Philippines is the lone soci- 
ety I know that focuses on Filipino dogs. Its 
slogan is "Proudly Pinoy,” and its pet shows 
emphasize native dogs and cats. 

‘Most local government units have no hu- 
mane program for the askals. The existing 
programs of some cities and municipalities 
are to shoot down strays, or to catch them 
and then confine them in cramped cages un- 
til they are gassed to death. Even the richest 
cities have no dog pounds or animal shel- 
ters: Quezon City, Makati and Manila, the. 
three richest cities in Metro Manila that сап 
afford to have them, strangely have поле. 

We have a law against cruelty to animals 
(the Animal Welfare Act, or AWA) but it is 
not being implemented. On the contrary, 
dog-eating is a popular vice in a supposedly 
civilized city like Baguio and surrounding 
areas. Many askals, alas, end up on the din- 
ing tables of dog-eaters. 

May the Year of the Fire Dog end this bar- 
baric practice. 


progress along, it derails it. 

Tm ай for dwelling on the positive aspect of 
life in this country Pm all for pushing for the 
"Other Philippines.” But like Karangalan, Im 
all for including among the positive aspects of 
life in this country, among the things chat make 
up the "Other Philippines,” the men and wom- 
en who are loudly or silently fighting to reme- 
dy injustice and remove tyranny from this 
country, the men and women who are resolute- 
ly politically and righteously angrily struggling 
to rid this land of is scourge. They are part of 
what is positive. They show that this country 
has not become so cynical it has stopped be- 
lieving in goodness and decency, in justice and 
rightness, it now believes only in turing a 
blind eye to their obliteration. Fighting evil is 
mot negative, iis positive in the extreme. 

“True, not all of those fighting GMA are hon- 
orable or marangal. Some are opportunists, 
some are absolute blackguards. None of that 
detracts from the Imperative to end an illegiti- 
mate rule, None of that sullies the nobility of 
standing up against it. All it does is compel us 
to be a little more discriminate and pick ош ће 
good eggs from the bad, the marangal from the 
‘uso, the positive from the negative. 

"What a felicitous word "karangalan." The 
group couldn't have found a beer name. "Dan- 
‘gal is not so easy ro translate into English. It 
doesnt just mean honor, it also means pride, 
purity of heart, nobility Iris the perfect word for 
û perfect cause. It is a cause that calls on us to 
change ourselves as much as the world around 
tus ва cause hat calls on usto build a Just and. 
moral world as much as a rich and prosperous 
опе, Iris a cause that calls on us to buckle down 
to the tasks of the present even as we dream of a 
better future. The internal and the external, the 
political and the moral, the struggle to rid and 
fhe struggle to build: They are not two separate 
worlds, they аге the two sides of a coin, 

Pride and honor and nobility have never 
been inimical to progress. They are the founda 
tions of t 3 
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A LONG WAIT AT THE AIRPORT GAVE ME A 
chance to sean the final working draft for a new: 
Constitution. Hearings are now being held about 
it in the House of Representatives. 1 thought, 
therefore, that 1 might educate myself by sco 
ing it for some of its more salient proposals. 

1 must say that—except for the articles on a 
unicameral Parliament, the Prime Minister, the 
Cabinet and the President—the draft leaves the 
current Constitution pretty much intact. But even 
in these four articles, so much has been borrowed. 
from what is currently in effect—so much of 
which also comes from previous Constitutions. 

"The parliamentary form that is being sponsored 
has been lifted bodily from the 1973 Constitution. 
Tn other words, there is no attempt to reinvent a 
totally new wheel. But since parliamentarism is 
the core of the proposed revision, 1 shall discuss it 
after taking up the other provisions. 

1 start with the Preamble. The proposal copies 
the current Preamble and rejects the lucubrations 
ofthe Abueva Commission. 

"The proposed article on National Territory re- 
tains the current provision, except for the restora- 
tion of the phrase "historic right or legal title” for- 
merly found in the 1973 Constitution. It may be re- 
called that the omission of this phrase in the 1987 
Constitution was criticized by some as an abandon- 
ment of the Sabah claim of the Republic. 1 don't 
agree with the criticism, but let us leave it at that. 

n the proposed Declaration of Principles and 
State Policies, the provision on "nuclear arms" has 
been omitted, But there is no real damage there be- 
cause even the current ban on nuclear arms is not 
absolute. Significantly, however, the draft retains 
the idea that the Armed Forces shall be the protec- 
tor of the people. The language is now different 
from that of the 1987 Constitution; but, like the 
1987 text, that— am sure—will also be criticized 
asa possible breeder of military adventurism. 

Finally the Declaration of Principles merely 
looks “towards the establishment of a federal sys- 
tem of government” in some future date. No con- 
crete proposal is as yet presented for federalism. 
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‘That, Lsuppose, is realism. 

"The Bill of Rights is left untouched although 
the proposed exclusionary rule has omitted the 
phrase “for any purpose." Thus, it seems that ille- 
ally obtained evidence, although inadmissible 
Šin any proceeding," may still be admissible for 
other purposes. 

"The proposal on citizenship removes any doubt 
about the legality of voluntary dual citizenship. In 
the process, it also removes the stigma on “dual 
allegiance” which the 1987 Constitution found to 
be “inimical to the national interest.” If the pro- 
posal is approved, dual allegiance will become 
constitutionally honorable! 
qa iit proposal for Suffrage гизин the current 

What of the Supreme Court? Deleted from the 
current text on judicial power is the duty "to deter- 
mine whether or not there has been a grave abuse 
of discretion amounting to lack or excess of juris- 
diction on the part of any branch or instrumentali- 
ty of the government." It remains to be seen how 
the Supreme Court will interpret the deletion. 1 
myself have always held that the 1987 clause does 
тог give a new power to the Court but merely em- 
phasizes that it is not just a question of power but 
also a question of duty After all, the judiciary has 
long had certiorari jurisdiction. The clause was for- 
mer Chief Justice Roberto Concepcion's remedy 
for the tendency of the martial law Court to hide 
behind the “political questions” doctrine. 

1 doubt that any of the current justices asked 
that the magistrates compulsory retirement аде be 
raised to 75. If this becomes law before Chief Jus- 
tice Artemio Panganiban retires, it will probably 


kil Justice Reynato Puno's chance to become chief 
justice! But then the proposal also says they will 
have the option to retire at 70 with full benefits. 

And how will the justices be chosen? Still via 
the recommendation of the Judical and Bar 
Council. We will not see anything like the confir- 
mation hearings for the justices in the US Senate. 

“The Constitutional Commissions Cil. Ser- 
vice, Elections, Audit are left untouched except 
for the possibility of re-appointment after the 
lapse of some unspecified time. It now says no 
“immediate reappointment.” 

"The proposed provisions on Local Government 
preserve the exiting provisions, but the term of 
Elective officials will be five years with no limit on 
reelection. The autonomous regions are still lim. 
ited to two, and whet power they can have will 
still be dependent on Parliament as the regulator 
oftheir organic acts. Stil far from federalism! 

What of the protectionist economic provisions 
under the current Constitution? There are two ma- 
Jor changes. As far as land ownership is concemed, 
the responsibility for controlling isto be given to 
Parliament. As to the of natural re- 
sources mining, logging, exe —the draft opens up 
the possibiliy for participation by foreign corpora- 
tions via “co-production, int venture, and produc- 
ion sharing agreements" This will make the elabo- 
тше debate about the Mining Act academic. 

interestingly, the power of the government to 
take over the operation of businesses in times of 
emergency is being retained. It will be recalled 
that this power is of martial law provenance. 

Untouched are the provisions on Social Jus 
tice, Human Rights, Education, Language, Sci- 
ence, Sports, and the General Provisions. 

"The provision on Constitutional Amendment 
and Revision is copied from the 1973 Constitu- 

Since the Transitory Provisions are very much 
related to the proposed parliamentary system, 1 
shall discuss them in my next column. But all 
told, expect the new document to be lengthier 
than what we have now. 


Intimations of ‘Encantadia’ 


ILIGAN CITY FOR ME IS WHERE TO FIND THE 
breathtakingly beautiful Maria Cristina Falls, the 
“hidden’—aptly named—Tinago Falls, the un- 
derwater tunnel beneath an artificial lake that 
the usually noisy Inquirer Mindanao bunch once 
passed through in uter silence, and the 
Macaraeg-Macapagal ancestral house. 

visited that house twice, once before and once 
after Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo became President. 
In both occasions, it was a painting, more than the 
interesting old photos (they always fascinate me 
as much as old houses), that made me stay there 
longer, not so much for any artistic merit in the 
work but more out of curiosity. 

The paining—íf memory serves me 
right--showed a young Gloria, garbed in virginal 
‘white clothing designed like the robe of a Greek 
goddess; and reclining on the grass in a sylvan 
Setting straight out of “Encantadia,” the very en- 
chanting TV telefantasya of GMA-7. 

Elsewhere in the living room was a photo that 1 
suppose the artist used as the "model" for the 
painting. The photo shows GMA in a strapless 
green dress, in the same reclining pose. 

Normally, I thought, one would expect that a 
presidential daughter's portrait would show her 
Seated regally on one of the ornate chairs that 
abound in the Palace, with a fittingly significant 
‘wall in one of the halls as a background. But why 
the sylvan splendor? 

"Why would she have herself painted in such a 
setting? What fantasy was she trying to tum into 
‘reality even if only on canvass? 

The painting—and the questions—would haunt 
me from time to time after that, until that after- 
moon 1 was going through my Inguma files for the 

jurpose of reviewing the events immediately be- 
fore, during and immediately after the so-called 
Edsa П that unseated President Joseph Estrada 
and installed Ms Arroyo inthe presidency. 

was shocked to notice how Ms Arroyo had 
aged In Just a matter of five years. In the heady 
days of Edsa П and for a few months after thet, 
she looked truly cute as a button, a very rare thing 


Learning and teaching through 


(OVER THE WEEKEND, I WENT TO BAGUIO UPON 
the invitation of Diwa (a publisher of textbooks) to 
address over 800 private high school teachers fom 
Northern and Central Luzon. The rather grand topic 
Trackled was "Unleashing critical thinking through 
ТС” Naturally enough, the discussion had to begin 
witha definition of terms, 

On “eritleal thinking,” 1 relied on a definition 
from "The Art of Public Speaking," by Stephen 
Lucas (Gth Edition), which says that critical 
thinking is "Focused, organized thinking about 
Such things as the logical relationships among 
ideas, the soundness of evidence, and the differ- 
ences berween fact and opinion.” suggested that 
this was one of the most important challenges 
facing teachers ina society such as ours, in which 
the traditional means of authority (government, 
family even religion) are breaking down. More 
and more, teachers are expected to take on the. 
task of molding not only the minds but also the 
values of children. With the Filipino family break- 
ing down because of outmigration, teachers have 
to fl in the vacuum of authority and guidance 
created by the absence of so many parents 

"Then came a discussion of ICT: what is it? How 
could teachers use К? How would it make them. 
better teachers? According to Wikipedia, ICT is 
"Information and Communications Technolo- 
gj. deals with the use of electronic computers to 
Convert, store, protect, process, transmit, and re- 
twieve Information." 

As to the second question, ICT—primariiy, the 
personal computer and the Internet could be 
Used to enhance research, collaboration, infor- 
mation sharing and knowledge base, as well as to 
unleash rte thinkers. red о give examples 
‘on how the Internet could be useful. 

‘In research, 1 discussed the challenges faced by 
schools and teachers when it comes to doing re- 
Search, Schools are increasingly Incapable of ade- 
quately Investing in books, and even when they 
fave decent libraries, students tend to go to the 
Internet rather than books for information, Now I 
do think there's no substitute for books, but the 


KRis-CROSSING 
MINDANAO 


Noralyn Mustafa 


for a woman pushing 60. Just to make sure that 
my glasses were пос fooling me, got sore recent 
issues of the Inquaen and made comparisons. 

‘And then my thoughts went back to the paint 
ing in Шап and I realized how, especially in the 
‘context of the more recent issue of Charter 
change, it has become Oscar Wilde's portrait of 
Dorian Gray in reverse 

Every evil act Dorian Gray would commit was 
‘promptly recorded on his роптай—аг the begin- 
hing, it showed а dashingly handsome aristo- 
erat--in the form of a facial distortion. As time went 
оп, Dorian’s face in the portrait became more 
grotesque, even as Dorian himself remained as 
‘young and as handsome asthe day he posed forthe 
portrait 

Back to GMA. When the proposed Constitu- 
tion, as drafted by her own Consultative Commis- 
sion (itself a violation of the present Constitu- 
tion) and, in particular, the transitory provisions 
were exposed to the light of day everything came 
‘together in one comprehensible picture. 

Everything she did from the time she plowed 
President Erap's downfall—all the duplicity, the 
lies, the bullheadedness in the face of unfavor- 
able public opinion, the repression of all dissent, 
the clear violations of the Constirution—have 
been catalyzed into the transitory provisions to 
allow her to rule, all-powerful and unopposed. 

‘The transitory provisions of her Constitution 
would pave the way for the creation of her "Ел. 
‘cantadi,” where she would reign supreme—and 
alone, as intimated by the painting; then reality 
would be bent according to her likin 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon Ш 


fact is, an increasing number of books are online, 

viding all kinds of benefits: students dont 
Paye to line up to use them, and they can easily 
ca end pase extracts for esearch and citation 
purposes, and soon. 

"Ihe Internet also allows individuals and insti- 
tutions that have much to contribute to learning 
to share their acquisitions and findings with the 
World. T gave afew examples of websites useful to 
удел (wich the proper guidance and direction 
from teachers, of course), including that of a Eu- 
тореш scholar who hes Kindly placed online the 
entire Leon Ма. Guerrero translation of Apol 
nario Mabin's "The Philippine Revolution.” 
Needless to say ls now virtually available to any 
Student or teacher anywhere in the country. 

As for collaboration, {tried to tackle a problem 
were ali familiar with in school. Say a teacher as- 
рш five students to do group work forexample, 
û report Chances are, one student will write the 
Feport another wil show up at the first meeting 
asd never appear, мо Wl goof ot and one 
wil subsidize the smacks. Everyone gets the same 
rade, which 1s, 1 tod the teachers, the most con- 
rete and depressing manifestation of the reality 
"f polities in any students Ше. What if, asked, 
Jou could assign students to a paper, and monitor 
рег contributions to a report 4a real time if you 
Wanted- while being able to correct thelr mis- 
Takes or offer guidance during the writing of the 
терот? I pointed them to a free and quite intrigue 
ing servie online called Wrhery, which has the 
potential of offering all these advantages. 

"Then came the question of sharing, which 


In the painting she reclines, her body elongated 
by the magic of the kind artists brush, an alter- 
ation that would have caused some complicated, 
disproportionate relations with the other elements 
inthe picture, had she been in a standing posture. 

Sadly and unfortunately for Ms Arroyo, reigning 
supreme isn't ай there is to “Encantadia.” Over and 
above the sangres, ruling them—as, in fact, it does 
all rue nobliy—is the concept of noblesse oblige, 
beautifully exemplified in “Encantadia” by my fa- 
vorite character Danaya (perfectly played by the in- 
‘credibly lovely Diana Zubiri) who would rather die 
by execution as ordered by her sister the reigning 
queen, rather than admit to the betrayal she was ac- 
‘cused of, and of which she was innocent. Honor dic- 
tated that she could nor lie to save her life. 

Neither is "Encantadia" about bending reality. 
Inthe painting, Ms Arroyo is alone, but in the "En- 
cantadia" outside the frame that she is forcing us 
to accept, there are people, millions of them, who 
‘cannot and will not conform to a setting and a sit 
uation according to her illusions. 

Because they too have their own "Encantadia' 
in their minds, not-according to an artists con- 
‘cept, but one that conforms to the basic guaran- 
tees of a truly democratic state: freedom from 
hunger, freedom of expression, freedom to ex- 
press dissent in peaceful assembly, the right to 
‘choose their leaders, and all other human rights 
agreed upon by all freedom-loving nations. 

Unfortunately, too, even as it was the portrait 
of Dorian Gray that became uglier with his every 
wrongdoing; in life, the painting in Iligan will re- 
main as fresh and beautiful as the day it was 
painted (paintings can even be retouched), while 
Ms Arroyo ages rapidly. And belying the contrived 
smiles that she frequently displays lately are the 
scowls and sneers that have been permanently 
etched on her face. 

What price “Encantadia”? What price the glory 
of the presidency? And never forget "Sic transit 
gloria mundil” 


Comments to rubaiyat] 9@yahoo.com 


the Internet 


should be the purpose of studying and engaging 
їп such projects as reports. | showed the teachers 
a couple of websites, one on the Edsa Revolution, 

other on Rizal's works (made by Ateneo stu- 
dents), both of which showed a couple of inter- 
esting things: first, reports that passed the reach- 
ers scrutiny aren't just shelved or thrown away 
фи made arable o de publi; second, a 

лиз the more transparent evaluation of the out- 
put of students, because it can be subjected to 
peer review (by fellow students or fellow teach- 
rs). A person's research efforts, I suggested by 
Pointing to the remarkable blog of a Pilipino- 
American, Chris Sundita (whose Salita Blog fo- 
uses on the intricacies of the vanishing lan- 
guages of the Philippines), could in turn serve as 
£ hub, where similarly minded scholars could 
Share their findings and discuss questions rele- 
vant to their research 

Т аво brought up the important (in our impov- 
crished country) task of adding to the knowledge 
base. If teachers and parents complain that 
theres garbage online, then all the more there's a 
need to identify and support websites that offer 
genuine facts, and useful data. (Quite modestly, 1 
pointed to my own Philippine Presidency Project 
as an example of this) 

Finally, ranging from the blog of librarian Von 
Totanes to the blogs written by teachers, 1 gave 
examples that could serve as suggestions on how 
teachers could help tum the lessons they have 
learned into something useful for other teachers 
The ways by which teachers can compare notes, 
jen plans and strategies for effeaive reaching 
through the Internet, are endless, I concluded the 
discussion by enumerating some of the benefits 
of integrating ICT into their teaching methods: it 
allows teachers to harness technology, instead of 
fighting or fearing it; It enables them to make an 
impact beyond the classroom; and it requires 
teachers, nor Just students, to grow. 

“АП these websites are linked to my own blog, 
wwwquezon phyblog, in case you'd Ше to visit 
them. 


nu 


Pacquiao and poverty 


TOM THOMPSON, А SPORTS COLUMNIST WRITING OUT 
of New Orleans, recently said that "Here in America, you! 
‘ould combine Lance Armstrong, Peyton Manning, LeBron 
“James, Tom Cruise and 50 Cent into one person and you still 
‘wouldn't have what the Philippines has in their number-one, 
alltime superstar Manny Pacquiao. He's that important to 
his people. 

"Аз an American, 1 find myself somewhat envious of what 
the people of the 
Philippines have. We 
have nothing dose 
to what they share 

Manny Pac- 
quia.” 

Indeed, the hum- 
ble panadero from General Santos City literally fought his 
‘way through adversity to become our living national trea- 
sure. It is easy to misread a lot of things into Manny Pac: 
quiao's win over the Mexican legend Erik Morales. Astute 
politicians are naturally quick to take advantage of the me- 
“ia mileage that being close to Pacman brings. for most Fil- 
ipinos, however, Pacquiao's stunning victory over Erik the 
Great served to uplift their battered spiris— albeit quite 
briefly With the financial wealth that came with that tri- 
tumph, he personified the marginalized Filipinos’ shared 
dream of a way out of the poverty trap, in true teleserye tradi- 
tion. 

"etin one of his post-fight interviews, Manny, in all can- 
dor, said that he would prefer his two young sons not to fol- 
low in his footsteps, “Masyadong mahirap ang boksing (box 
ingis too difficult)" Pacman said. The statement brings us to 
the time-honored way to get ahead in life; quality education. 
At this point, Manny can afford to send his cute kids to the 
best schools here or abroad if he so desires, and he could 
very well doso. 

His adoring multitude, meanwhile, will have to make do 
‘with sending their own children to public schools and hope 
for the best. Not a few of them might even prod their 
sons--or even daughters 1 visit the local gym and spar a 
few rounds on their way home from school. Who knows? 

Quite recently in a commentary published by this paper, 
Education Undersecretary Miguel Luz credited the profes 
sional bureaucracy of the Department of Education forthe 
agency's continuing reform program--the absence of a poli 
ical appointee as education secretary notwithstanding. Pre- 
sumably, the program of reforms— which is quite compre- 
inensive wil ultimately redound to amore consistent deli 
ery of quality education to public school pupils and stu- 
dens. 

Luz went on to say that "the Department of Education 
rank and file has said over the past six months that the sys- 
tem needs to be run by a professional educator” like Under 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo, herself a former public school teacher. 
“The message to all our teachers would be clear and un- 
equivocal: Teachers matter and quality education, in their 
hands, matters most of all," he added. 

Luz also said that the DepEd continues to perform despite 
the fact that teachers continue to work under great handi- 
caps. Iis very encouraging o hear from somebody like Luz 
hat the DepEd is seriously taking steps to make itself more. 
relevant to its constituency. 

When the Foundation for Worldwide People Power (FWW- 
PP) launched the Education Revolution in 2002, we wanted to 
encourage the private sector to take а more active role in im- 
proving the quality of public education, We believed then—as 
We continue to believe today hat education is too important 
a matter to be left entirely to government. Experience shows 
that when the private sector mobilizes itself at the community 
level to make its public schools bener, dramatic improvements 
in learning outcomes are very attainable. 

Joel Pagsanghan, the son of the inimitable Sir Pags of Ate- 
neo and formerly of CODE-NGO, is an acknowledged expert 
оп community-level social development. A few months back, 
we asked him to take a close look at the FWWPP's Education 
Revolution and see how we could make it more widespread 
given the prevailing conditions, 

“Joel saw that we already had a dual approach, which Iof- 
ten referto as the wo legs of the Education Revolution: the 
Mentoring the Mentors program, run by Ms Chinit Rufino 
and a team of education experts, to improve the quality of 
teachers; and Community Action, to make the improvement 
‘of public schools a continuing community concern. This lat- 
ter program is a spin-off from the Adopt-A-School Act of 
1998, also known as RA 8525. 

Joel observed that а lot of elements needed for both the 
‘community Action and the Mentoring the Mentors programs 
to flourish in a given community were already present, For in- 
stance, the professional bureaucracy chat Luz described in his 
commentary has been very evident in the person of forward- 
thinking superintendents and school principals that we've had 
the chance to meet. Likewise, corporate citizens, most notably 
members of the League of Corporate Foundations, have long 
had continuing development and philanthropic activities in 
thelr respective business jurisdictions. 

"The problem is: “While all initiatives are good, they are 
not at a sufficient scale to make significant change,” former 
Education Secretary Dr. Edibemo de Jesus, one of our 
trustees, pointed ош. 

“And there les the focus of Joel's Local Mobilization Strate- 
gy; which we call Education Revolution 2006. Simply put, 
Education Revolution 2006 promotes the practice of perfor- 
rance-based, private sector support for publie schools. Sev- 
tal studies support the view that an increase inthe volume 
of private sector donations to public schools does not neces- 
sarily translate Into improved learning outcome. Infact, In 
certain cases, such donations encourage a culture of mend- 
Caney on the part of the benefited public schools. Joel often 
Says that if a donor wishes to simply give a set of books to a 
public school, by all means the public school would accept 
the gift even тне later does not have qualified librarians or 
етеп a reading program that could maximize the value of the 
"donation. But the donation would be more meaningful if its 
solicitation was a consequence of the public schools strate- 
fic plan to improve itself, The donor would have every ren- 
Son to be pleased, because the assistance It has extended to 
the public school would serve a specific purpose other than 
window-dressing, Conversely, the donation adds fuel to the 
public school's drive to propel itself toward excellence. 

Education Revolution 2006 aims to address the problem 
of scale described by Dr. De Jesus through a conceptual 
framework and a very mobile corps of community mobiliza- 
tion officers, who are specially trained to facilitate a simpli- 
fied strategic planning process among communities. The en- 
tire community mobilization process is designed to be sim- 
ple and easly replicable by any private entity. 

‘Education Revolution 2006 Is by no means а panacea for 
the complex overarching problems facing public education: 
{cis a first step toward the only viable long-term option to 
fighting poverty: readily accessible фу education 
through our publie school system. 
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~ OPINION 
Nation still poor after Pacquiao 


SUCH A BOXING EVENT CAN BLOW STRAIGHT 
atthe face, 

Of the millions of Filipinos who were en- 
thralled by the fight between our very own 
Manny Pacquiao and Mexico's Erik Morales, 
17 percent were hungry, 12.9 percent were 
jobless, 26.1 percent were underemployed and 
‘a whopping 57 percent felt they were poor. 
The rest who didn’t watch were either curious 
ly uninterested or were not within a days trav- 
elto a television set or an electrical outlet. 


№ 4 
First things first: we join the chorus of acco- LETTERS 
wads Коп em come ofthe ашу being. coum Вы we 


heaped upon the man from General Santos сап thank hi ASE; 
City. He is amazing, and it is equally remar hi Hagai 


honor to the 


be rich, too, deservingly 
"This is not the case for many of those who 
followed the fight on TV and radio. They may, 
im spirit, but poor in almost everything’ 


We were such in hig 
care about the ра 


spirits that we didn't 
of hearing the unmistak- 
able voice of our embattled President in a 
phone patch made immediately after the fight, 
‘obvious attempt to capitalize on 

ers evident popularity 
nentary relief can also be as cra- 
elas putting off the execution of a condemned 

‘man; itonly prolongs the agony. 

‘As we tum off our TV sets, a tide of problems 
comes rushing back. For the common Filipino, 
‘would be a question of how to put decent 
food on the table, how to pay runaway electric- 
ity and water bills, and how to cope with the 
perpe: f , which are 
ihe economic equivalent of the bakers 
grise (ex: 
Сере labor's). At the same time, we anxiously 
watch the countdown to the implementation 


ап EVAT rate 20-percent higher 
‘wonder how much more “belt tightening” the 
government expects us to make in the name of 


ISA ARTAIO, 
chair, Student Alliance for the Advancement of 
Democratic Rights in UP (STAND UP), 

зо wendell@yahoo.com 
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In Rockwell, not Las Vegas 


TAM WRITING IN REFERENCE TO 
the Jan. 26 column, titled "Mira- 
de,” of Conrado de Quiros in your 
newspaper. De Quiros claimed that 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero 
“Butch” Pichay was “among the 
crowd on ringside (of the Pac- 
quiso-Morales fight) wasting tax: 
payers’ money to see the fight up- 
dose and personal.” 

We wish to state for the record 
that De Quiros’ claim is false 
Pichay watched the fight last Sun- 
day at the Rockwell Powerplant 
Mall movie theater, together with 
Samar Rep. Marcelino Libanan, 
Leyte Rep. Eduardo Veloso and 
former Maguindanao Rep. Dida- 
gen Dilangalen. 

"We also take strong exception. 
to De Quiros’ assertion that had 
Pichay actually flown to Las Ve- 
gas to watch the Pacquiao 
Morales fight, he would have 
done so using taxpayers' money. 
This is a highly damaging per- 
sonal attack that is not only un- 
fair but also unfounded, with ab- 

ely no basis in fact. Pichay 
was a self-made and successful 
businessman before he bowed to 


the clamor of the people of his 
district to serve in public office, 
He is on his third term as their 
representative, and he has not 
sullied his hands by misuse or 
misappropriation of any govern- 
ment funds for his personal ag- 
grandizement. We urge De 
Quiros to investigate the truth of 
the last statement. 

De Quiros has stepped out of 
bounds with this calumny, and we 
ask that he issue the necessary 
correction, and if he is man 
enough, a public apology: We un: 
derstand that Pichays staunch 
support of administration pro- 
grams benefiting our people will 
leave him open to periodic attacks 
from columnists with an anti-ad- 
ministration bias, like De Quiros. 
But we are also hopeful that the 
Tuurnza will see it fit to give re- 
dress when the attacks hit not only 
below the belt but are also entire- 
syuntrue. 

ALMARIO A. ALEJANDRIA, 
political affairs officer 2, 

Office of Rep. Prospero Pichay Jr, 
RVM Bldg, Rm. 406 Batasan 
Complex, Constitution Hills, QC 


Arrogant exercise of press freedom 


1 ТАКЕ EXCEPTION TO MANUEL 
L Quezon I's patronizing and in- 
suking reference to me in his col- 
umn, “The long view” (PDI, 
1/16/06) The reference is an ex 
ample of irresponsible and arro- 
gant exercise ofthe freedom of the 
press and journalistic power, 
which is not uncommon in our 
country. Yet media continually de- 
mand that government leaders 
and institutions be responsible 
and accountable in their exercise 
of power and authority. 

‘Quezon began his column by 
recalling our movement in 1997, 
Demokrasya: Ipagtanggol ang 
Konstitusyon (Democracy: De 

Vd the Constitution), which the 
late Justice Cecilia Мийог Рата 
headed and which I served as sec 
retary general, along with Ambro- 
sio Padilla and Solita Monsod. We 
were opposing а peoples initia 
tive (Pirma) to amend the 1987 
Constitution in order to lift the 
term limits and allow President Fi- 
del V Ramos and other elected of. 
ficials to seek re-election. 

Quezon quoted our movement 

E: “Some people would 
amend the Constitution to do 
away with waste, to make the 
government ‘more responsive to 
eliminate 'gridlock--as if these 
weren't governments fault." 

Then he continued: "That they 
got nowhere is demonstrated by 
the fact that Abueva wanted par- 
lismentary government and fed: 
eralism so badly that he would set- 
tie for them in name, if not in fact, 
merely to achieve some s 


tory in the ewilight of his ife." 

1 doubt if Quezon has read in 
detail the Consultative Commis- 
sion's proposals and justification 
for recommending the shift to 
parliamentary government and 
federalism after a transition that 
shall have established auto- 
nomous territories and regions in 
60 percent of our provinces and 
cities 

1f he had read our proposals 
and justification without preju- 
dice and pre-judgment, he might 
have allowed himself the chance 
to say that a good majority of the 
members of the ConCom, includ. 
ing myself, are serious and ratio- 
nal in pushing fora parliamentary 
government and devolution, and 
federalism. 

is his position against changing 
ош 1987 Constitution consistent 
‘with his attitude toward the Presi- 
dent and the coalition in power? 

1 have spent the better part of 
my life as a political scientist find- 
ing ways to improve governance, 
as my published studies and advo- 
сасу show. 1 have sought and 
made use of opportunities to help 
bring about political and social re- 
forms since the 1950s. 1 have 
lieved in parliamentary and de- 
centralized government since my 
stint as secretary of the 1971 con- 
stitutional convention, 

Why does Quezon feel the urge 
to judge me so casually and nega- 
tively, and so personally and pub- 
licly through his column? T won- 
дег 

—JOSEV ABUEVA 


Nasty politics on FG's appearance 


IEJOICED WITH MILLIONS OF 

lipinos over the spectacular win 
of Manny Pacquiao, whose roots 
can be traced to my hometown, 
over Mexican legend Erik Mora- 

However I was upset with the 
way some of our opposition con- 
gressmen and columnists—who 
portray themselves to be upright 
before the public eye—infused 
nasty politics into the appearance 
of the First Gentleman atop the 


ring and the subsequent phone 
call of President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo to congratulate a victorious 
Filipino. 

T am humbly asking the Fil 
ipinos, particularly the Cebuanos, 
to pray-—in the same way that we 
prayed for Pacquiao's viewory—for 
these congressmen and colum- 
nists to abandon an envious and 
resentful heart 

NEILL. PAPAS, 

San Isidro, San Fernando, Cebu 


FINDING THE POOREST 
OF THE POOR 


National Statistical Coordination 
Board (NSCB) was assisted by 
the NAPC through a fund from 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), to come up 
with an improved model to be 
used for the Annual Poverty 
Incidence Survey (APIS), 


The Philippine 
government is serious 
about meeting its 
poverty reduction 
targets. The National 
Anti-Poverty 
Commission (NAPC) 
is now actively 
providing direction 
for the monitoring of 
poverty incidence in 
the country - to once 
and for all know, 
where the poorest of 
the poor are. 


This is just the start of МАРСУ 
thrust to facilitate the creation of 
an enabling environment that 
would make poverty reduction 
planning and programming in the 
country effective and efficient 
“The target is that by Year 2010, 
poverty incidence in the country 
would just be 17% - or half of the 
сштеп figure of 34%, 


Today, the NAPC is 


faencking e e: р. ВАНЕСА Canal 


Dato Zamzamin L. Ampatuan 
shall be joined by UNDP 
Resident Representative Kyo 
Naka for the presentation of the 
three publications at the UP 
Bahay ng Alumni. 


improving 
assessment 


the poverty 
system of 
government, with particular 
emphasis on the vulnerability and 
social protection aspects. The 
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Semirara cleanup 
urgent, says PCG 


By Leila B. Salaverria would be the chance for these to die. 
"The POG said there was no threat о. 
THE CLEANUP OF THE MASSIVE OIL SPILL AT SEMI 5797 00390 пот se m INDEPENDENCE 
rara, Antique needs to be done more quickly to reduce Reef Natural Park in Occidental Min- oan Kaka: 
the risk of damage or death to the fuel-coated hectares donet mem an aground on Paanan nang 
of mangroves and other marine life. Monday reportedly due to the rough itis stil relatively young. | 
Pointing out that only six percent some 400 men. ‘seas caused by a low-pressure area. Expert Help | 


огои оц. Баг кй беп camel  Siemastofihefuelhadsplledon |” According to its agent, AN TAT ; Our team of experts, worid-dass 
Of the ft Na IUOS Im. mangroves, the workers were tasked Shipping Corp, the MV Marthen de- equipment, and aking program 
month alter the Der ial Power to coni the nees wih an oil dispersant, veloped engine trouble while passing wal help you get started! 
dent caused Lana Coast Guard Wenspyedwihwarertoremovete Mindoro Strait and immediately Quality of ure 
аре Joscph Coyme said fuel, which dris ourinto Ù {topped anchor However, because of You are in control of your 
spokesperson Joseph del то fas. The cleaned mangroves were sur- the strong winds and big waves, the franca sey. 
mor. eer o remove the of rounded with anoilspilboom to pre... vessel drifted and hit the reef f 
from 236 hectares of mangroves. vent the fuel from adhering to them Commodore Efren Sabas, comman- í Lara Tolentino Franchis 
"Thus, Coyme said the PCG will talk again. der of of the PCG's Southern Tagalog ар oe 
to the Napocor about the importance The oil removed from the trees was District, reported in a statement that eee e у йг ин 
попе Mp d ће er moras expected to be washed off to the sea. the MV Marthen was unlikely to leak uS M exu ыйы 
bi "Me POG is mpervang the Coyme sald this oil would pose no ful into the sea and the marine habi- M See en E- 1 
Possible dich apocr ie reqaired ham io the environment becuse t tatus the vessel did ot sustain any 
to fund and undertake. had been tete ийй a dispersant, major damage 
{und and ae hatthereiza which breaks it down and les its. Nevertheless, the POG would push \ 
peca amy wankers to beinalved components evaporate mel AURORA 
E c Samer е Sen AURORA, DESKTOP MANIA | 
sud in an interview theceamop' pac dd not improve, it force majeure. 4 
Mina ere se initiallyem- may takea yer untlallthespiledoil ^ Coyme also said a Bureau of Fish 
ployed by Napocor vo undertake the is removed. esr and Aquatic Resources vessel 
ployed by Nero ies o spiled “While the oil stays there, what wil. loaded with POG personnel was posi 
fuel, Coyme said. аре ta the marine Me? What wil tioned near the Indonesian vessel to 
‘ited Napocor sent 100 more happen Chat depends monitorthelaters con 
workers. However, Coyme said the on the sea for livelihood?” "We jux want t0 be s 
vote Номч Сута force for He added that the longer the oil would not beany ol sick in th 
КОО rel spill would const of stayed on the mangroves, the bigger Coyme said. c me 
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Isabela declared 
under calamity state 


ILAGAN, ISABELA—THE PROVINCIAL BOARD) 
has declared the province under a state of 
calamity after floods destroyed at least P452 
million worth of corn and rice crops. 

Led by Vice Gov. Ramon Reyes, the board 
approved the declaration in a special session 
on Friday. 

Reyes said it would authorize the provin- 
cial government to use its calamity fund to 
help families whose farms were destroyed by 
the floods. 

Danilo Tumamao, provincial agricultur- 
ist, pegged the losses in corn at P367.41 
million in Isabela's 28 towns and Cauayan 
City. 

He cited reports from 17 towns and 
Cauayanshowing that the floods wiped out at 
least P84.9 million worth of rice crops. 

Hardest hit were the towns of Ilagan, Tu- 
mauini, Echague, Айса, San Mariano and 
Jones, and Cauayan. 

‘Tumamao urged farmers to plant high- 
yielding crops, such as cowpeas, mongo, 
Vegetables and melons to avoid further loss 


Reports from the regional monitoring 
center of the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo- 
physical and Astronomical Services Ad- 
ministration (Pagasa) in Tuguegarao City 
in Cagayan said low-lying villages in at 
least 10 Isabela towns and Cauayan ге 
mained under water. 

in Cagayan, reports from the Provincial 
Disaster Coordinating Council showed that 
the sudden floods destroyed atleast P200 mil- 
lion worth of palay and com, livestock and in- 
frastructure facilities. 

"The reports said parts of Tuguegarao and 
the towns of Solana, Enrile, Iguig, Alcala, Gat- 
taran, Tuao, Piat, Lallo and Amulung had re- 
mained under water. 

“Tuguegarao Mayor Randolph Ting said the 
floods destroyed at least P12 million worth of 
com and rice in the city 

Gov. Edgar Lara has ordered Cagayan may- 
‘ors to coordinate with the social welfare offi- 
cers in their town to prepare drinking water 
and food for residents displaced by the floods. 

Villamor Visaya Jr. and Estanislao Caldes, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Nursing grads hit withholding 
of board exam results by PRC 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE THUNDER OF ATI-ATI- 
han drums, a hearse, protest placards and 
more than a hundred people wearing black 
Shirts greeted spotlessy dressed nurses who 
took their oath on Jan. 25 in a hotel here. 

"Those in black, numbering 145, should 
have joined the oath-taking of new nurses but 
they were unable to do so because the Profes- 
sional Regulations Commission (PRC) with- 
held the results oftheir board examinations in 
December last year. 

"The protesters were among 567 nursing 
graduates from West Negros College (WNC) 
їп Bacolod City, half of whom were profes 
sionals who took up nursing as a second 
course. 

‘Among the examinees were physicians, 
lawyers teachers and computer science grad- 
uates. Some of them are married and have 
been working, but hope for bigger salaries by 
practicing as nurses abroad. 

Earlier, they senta eter to President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, asking her to intervene in the 
release of results of their nursing board exam- 
inations. 

"The PRC said 604 names had been with- 
held, pending investigation of discrepan 
cies 'in their student records, including 
overloading or taking more academic 
courses than what are normally allowed in 
one semester. 

Remedios Fernandez, a member of the 
Nursing Board who presided the oath-tak- 
ing ceremony here, said she did not know 
when the PRC would release the test re- 
sults. 

‘She said the investigation was still ongo- 
ing and that she could not discuss the issue 


because cases had already been filed 
against the board and PRC 

On Monday, 145 examinees filed two 
court petitions for the release of results of 
the nursing board examinations held on Dee. 
3-4 last year. If they passed, they asked that 
they be allowed to take their professional 
oath. 

The examinees said the PRC and the Nurs- 
ing Board's decision to withhold the test re- 
sults was “arbitrary, capricious, malicious, 
whimsical and illegal.” 

The following day, Judge Guilljie Delfin- 
Lim of Branch 22 of the Regional Trial 
Court here ordered the Board of Nursing 
and the PRC to answer the petitions within 
10 days. 

PRC regional director Lily Ann Baldago 
earlier recommended the investigation of 62 
examinees to determine the “truthfulness 
and validity” of their nursing education after 
she noticed excessive loading of courses, 
ranging from 40 to 46 units in one semester; 
enrollment of prerequisite subjects in the fi- 
nal semester of the course; simultaneous еп. 
roliment of prerequisite subjects and related 
learning experience, and questionable 
“scrubs” or major and minor surgeries assist- 
ed and handled. 

Baldago sent her recommendations to the 
Board of Nursing, which then sent to the PRC 
for approval. 

‘Baldago said the examinees should keep 
their patience. “The PRC is not sleeping on 
the concern," she said. 

But Baldago admitted that the investi- 
gation could take some time. She cited the 
inquiry into the test results of 73 nursing 
board examinees that were withheld in 
December 2004, which had yet to be com- 
pleted. 
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DRAGON FOR BUDDHA. 


Baguio City's Chinese community celebrated the New Year with a dragon dance, delighting the ctyfolk. 
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GSIS under fire over E-card glitch 


SORSOGON CITY—HUNDREDS OF 
government employees in Sorsogon 
and Masbate have lambasted the 
Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem office here after failing to with- 
draw money from banks using the 
electronic card issued by the govem- 
ment agency. 

"The employees said they had not 
been able to use the E-cards since the 
start of this month as the automated 
teller machines (ATMs) of different 
Danks here rejected the cards 

"The depositary bank of the GSIS is 
Unionbank, whose nearest branch is 
in Legazpi City, 55 km from this capi- 
alc 

Juditha Gozu, GSIS Legazpi man- 
ager, said one of the reasons for the 
failed transactions was the "traffic 
system” that usually occurred when 
there were so many E-card users in 
any ATM machine. 

“Also, some of the users do not 
have updated premium dividend 
records in their accounts, which is 
very important to determine if one 
could enter into a particular transac 
tion,” Gozu said. 

"The GSIS members flocked to the 
GSIS office to register their co 
plains of not being able to эдга 
money. 

Some, they said, had lost deposits 
after several ATMS debited amounts 


from their accounts without releasing 
cash. 

GSIS information officer Choy 
Genavea admitted that a glitch had 
developed but that they had already 
informed the main office about the 
problem. 

Thelocal GSIS office serves atleast 
20,000 members from Sorsogon and 
Masbate. 

Employees of the municipal gov- 
emment of Magallanes led by union 
president Ruben Conda have sent a 
‘complaint to GSIS President Winston 
Garcia demanding immediate solu 
Чоп. 

They said the GSIS should revert to 
the old manual system, contending 
that the E-card system was not reli- 
able. 

The E-card is useless as it has no 
other funcion, except as an АТМ 
card, and now it could not even be 

as such, they pointed our. 

The employees said the E-card also 
meant additional expenses to them 
they had to travel to UnionBanks 
branch in Legazpi and wait for long 
hours for the processing of transac- 
tions requested by hundreds of GSIS 
members. 

1 the member was not served, he 
ог she had to come back the next day, 
they added. 

When the Inque visited the bank 


оп Friday, about 50 persons coming 
from as far as Catanduanes were 
waiting in line for ATM transactions. 

A student, who refused to be 
identified, said he was not able to go 
to school because he had to wait for 
his turn to get his mother's GSIS div- 
idend. His mother did not have time 
to do so as she was working, he 
said. 

Although the E-card is a member of 
Megalink, he said, it could not trans- 
actin other Megalink member-banls. 

А regional director of a govern- 
ment office here asked his night secu- 
rity guard to withdraw from the ATM. 
late in the evening, thinking that only 
a few people would be transacting by 
then. 

"When the guard arrived at the 
bank at 2 алп, he found 10 people 
still standing inline. 

Some of the members were not yet 
registered in their website 
wuwgsisgowph, where they can 
legally and successfully log in for any 
transaction, Gozu said. 

“Our recommendation is for mem- 
bers to register in this website, go di- 
rectly to our office and conduct busi- 
ness there if they could not withdraw, 
or they can call our trunk line 1800- 
10-888-4747.” Bobby Labalan and 
Gil Francis Arevalo, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


Comelec orders city mayor to vacate post 


LEGAZPI CITY—THE COMMISSION 
on Elections Second Division on Jan. 
23 ordered Mayor Noel Rosal "to 


the soonest possible time." 
"The resolution said 2004 mayoral 
candidate Michael Victor Imperial 


making Imperial the winner in that 
election. Rosal said "I have my right 
judicial remedies.” Michael Jau- 


peacefully vacate the mayors office had 2,143 more votes over Rosal, cian, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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1970s fashion marks mag 


FQS commemoration 


By Desiree Calura 19702 look because they wanted 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau to relive the youthful exuberance 

and idealism of the FQS partici 
pants. 

He said they found a paral- 
lelism between the activities of 
student activists critical of Mar- 
cos in the 1970s and those assail- 
ing the administration of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo today. 

"In the course of [our] struggle 
for social change, we use any 
form of cultural work to сай for 
democracy, We did not tum our 
backs on the spirit of the РОБ" 
Guizon said. 

“Only the tag ‘martial law dis- 
appeared as Filipinos remain 
poor and suffering, we still have a 
corrupt president and human 
rights violations sull exist. The 
conditions are no different from 
those prevailing during the FOS,” 
he said. 

In the forum, Dionisio said the 
lessons of FOS remain alive 
among many students 

"FQS activists realize that the 
solution to the country s crisis is 
mot through a change of leader- 
ship in the government,” Dionisio 
зай. 

She said student activists in 
her time went out of their way to 
protest the injustices committed 
by the Marcos regime. 

She said the protests led by stu- 
dents, workers and professionals. 
in Metro Manila spread like wild- 
fire in different parts of the coun- 


BAGUIO CITY—STUDENT AC- 
tivists here relived the turbulent 
First Quarter Storm (F05) 
through fashion, copying the way 
the aktbistas of the 19705 
dressed during the 36th anniver- 
sary program of the PQS at the 
University of the Philippines 
Baguio on Friday. 

"The FQS refers to a period of 
unrest in the country marked bya 
series of demonstrations and 
protest marches against the gov- 
erment from January to March 
1970, two years before strong- 
man Ferdinand Marcos declared 
martial law. 

Members of the theater group. 
Tanghalang Bayan ng Kabataan 
(Tabak) sashayed through a cat- 
walk wearing bright body hug- 
ging shirts, wide collared polo, 
bell bottom and corduroy pants, 
mini skirts, fishnets, beads and 
large sunglasses, courtesy of the 
ifs ukay-ukay (used clothing) 
shops. 

“The fashion show was an open- 
ing activity for a forum on the 
FOS that was attended by FOS 
participants and students here on 
Friday. 

"We were like them [when we 
were students) from 1968 to 
1970. (We sported the] the hippie 
look; said Luzviminda Dionisio, 
who participated in the PQS 
when she was a 19-year-old stu- 
dent leader of the Philippine Col- 
lege of Commerce in Manila 
(now the Polytechnic University 
ofthe Philippines) 

Angelo Guizon, a Tabak mem- 
ber, said the group chose the 


чу. 
"People have been saying that 
student activism is already passé. 
But our situation shows that the 
country still wallows in crisis,” 
said Katrina Nisperos, chair of the 
Nationalist Corps in UP Baguio. 
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Bar owner hurt in blast. 
‘COTABATO CITY—An improvised bomb went off in Carmen, North Colaba- 
toon Wednesday night, injuring the owner of a videoke bar. Cl. Ruperto 
Pabustan, commander of the Army's 60218 Infantry Brigade, dnte the 
Victim as Nonoy Amora. The bomb, left by two unidentified persons Inside 
the bar in Barangay Poblacion, exploded at about 7:30 p.m. "The kind of ex- 
plosive used was designed only to scare tne owner,” Pabustan sal. 

Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


P45M for Cotabato airport rehab 


COTABATO CITY—President Macapa- 
arroyo has approved the release of 
2t east PAS milion for the immediate 
repair and rehabiltation of the Cotabato 
airport in Maguindanao. Cresent Fero- 
ino, president of the Cotabato Chamber. 
of Commerce and Industry, said he re- 
pair ofthe airport was "ong overdue” 
‘Edwin Femandez, PDI Mindanao Bu- 


Cagayan milkfish hatchery launched 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—Agriculture 
officials launched in Claveria, Ca- 
gayan the first satelite milktish 
hatchery in Cagayan Valley on Jan. 
25. Agriculture Undersecretary Co- 
sar Drilon said the hatchery in 
Barangay Taggat would make the ro- 
glon set-suficient in milfish sup- 
ly and reduce the need for importa- 
tion of try. Claveria Mayor Pablo 
Bolante Jr. donated a one-hectare 


lot for the project. Estanislao Calder, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Anti-mining caravan in Calapan today 

CITY OF CALAPAN-— Mr e oda, thousands o Mores are expected 1o 
Join лант caravan tat val comer n Poia own in rera Mindoro aay. 
{byte prol goverment e Apostol Vana о Calapan ала Ayansa La 
ban sû Ма, те caravan commoioctes Ine our yar ol n passage oth 25- 
year ming moran n hs pror Pola, hometown ol Vea Pres Nol de 
sro to planed ste for e processing of plant and land based tags dam of 
oemwigbyOrwMmeds ^ Майотта Vis PDI Souter Luzon Bur. 


S. Damian; 93 

SERAFIN DAMIAN. of Tarcan, Balluag, Bulacan died on Jan. 27 at ha age of 
35. Hels survived by his children Letty, Per, Colla, Ee, Baby, Atoy, No 

and Tess H body les at th ату residence at 182 на! St. Tarcan, Bail- 
тай. Bulacan. Interment wil be at 2 p.m. afier the 1 p.m. Mass at the Tarcan 
‘hapa on jn. 31 at tne United Memorial Park in Taai, Pullan, Bulacan. 
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Truth about Garci controversy must be pursued-CBCP { 


Fromage Al 


mind,” Press Secretary Ignacio 


rounding all controversies affect- 
ing the presidency." 
“She wholeheartedly supports 


the renewal of our public life Transactional politics 
“Truth has become a victim of 
solidarity, the ascendancy of political partisanship as well as of search for 
truth, the welfare of the poor and transactional politics,” said the 
heroic Christian citizenship,” statement read by Archbishop Audit, Commission on 
Lagdameo of Jaro, Iloilo, to re- 


through moral values, national 


Bunye said. 


really reach the bottom of this 
ment "with humility and an open problem.” 
"The root of the problem, the 
Bunye said Ms Arroyo was “open. 119-member CBCP said, was а tion 
то all just and fat means under “crisis of moral values, a crisis of were largely credited for saving Arroyo with a "graceful exit 
thelaw to ferret our the truth sur- truth and justice, of unity and sol- 
idarity for the sake of the c 
топ good and genuine peace. 


Joseph Estrada. 


THe CBCP plenary produced porters at the news conference and citizens’ groups. 
two satements—on “renewing broadcast live by several radio : 
Sut public life through moral val. stations. He said the statement Need for probity 


ues” and on "mining issues and was addressed to Ms Arroyo and 
concerns" about claims of mas- all Filipinos. 


sive environmental damage and 


‘on front page.) 


Ledesma, CBCP vice president: 
"It is still а wide open search for 


‘The latest pastoral statement by cr 
displacement of indigenous peo- was ostensibly more to the point tegrity and pro 
ples in affected areas (See story than the one issued last July at 
the height of the wiretapping 
Said Ipil Bishop Antonio controversy The CBCP then said 
it could not join mounting 
for the Presidents resigna- 
truth and we do hope that with tion but she should not dismiss 


bodies must 


Last month, Ms 


some moral orientation, we сап those calls altogether. 2010. 


CBCP calls for repeal 


From page Al 


which claims that a revived min- 
ing industry could help propel the. 
economy s takeoff. 


mining law was consii 

der the Arroyo administration, lifting the final obstacle for for- 
eign companies in the industry 

As it is, Ms Arroyos "Mining 

Revitalization Program" is not remained а 


|, damage 


"Out mining potential is ren doing any good by encouraging the country. 
iier биг tend gross national the enuy and operation of larges 
Чой К emensiywpeoutour stale mining by transnational Rapu-Rapu 


foreign debts and yet leave more corporations, the CBCP said. 


for future generations," Ms Arroyo 
said in December lat year 
The perennially cash-strapped 


mated a windfall of upto $90 bil encroach 


Dislocation 
k said 
government last year said it esti- granted through the program had 


received, especi 


into 17 important bio- 


оп in foreign investments in the diversity areas, 35 national conser- projects such 


mining industry with 23 major vation priority areas and 32 na- 


mining projects in the pipeline. 
ic Church has been at the 


islature from oj 


1995 declared unconstitutional, 
But in December 2004, the ters, 


MEMBERS of the Kaama-amahan Kaina- 


кане сз : 
'ahan of Rosario, La Union, hold a ritual in which a 


person must pass under their Пар to symbolize willingness to undergo spiritual healing in Sitio 


Wawa, San Rafael, Rodriguez, Rizal. 


‘Moral recovery’ fight launched 


From page Al 


zation, the Moral Recovery Officers Founda 
Чоп (MROP), retraced the Katipuneros' steep 
trail to Pamitinan and had its newly elected 
officers take their oath in rituals that merged 
folk religiosity and secular goal-setting. 

"The MROF is chaired by Dr. Consolacion 
Alaras, a former Carmelite nun and now an 
English and literature professor at the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines. 

А former official of the National Commis- 
sion on Culture and the Arts, Alaras has been 
a firm believer in the ancient Filipino concept 
of "pamathalaan" or God-centered gover- 
nance. The term is a conjunction of "pamaha- 
laan" (government) and “bathala” (God or 
creator)” 

Alaras is a strong advocate of “ancestral 
spiritual movements," mostly obscure, rural 
based religious groups that tend to veer away 
from mainstream Catholic doctrine and 
which many Filipinos would usually dismiss 

Under the professors direction, the oath- 
taking on Jan, 22 incorporated “consecra- 
tion" rites performed by members of the Ka 
patiran Katipunan Rizalistas, а mostly fe- 
male fellowship from Rosario, La Unlon, led 
bya recognized visionary, Carmen Madlam- 
bayan, 45. 

‘With just around 10 members, this band of 
white-robed pilgrims has been silently pray- 
ing for the countrys moral renewal for 
decades, at times even walking barefoot 
across entire provinces as part of their pet 
tions, according to Alaras. 


The group has figured in religious gather- 
ings advocating pamathalaan, including one 
that was graced by then Preside 

Ramos who, ironically, isa Protestant 


Flashes of insight. 

Alaras said the MROF could act as a 
bridge for messages uttered by the likes of 
Madlambayan, which are usually drawn 
from dreams, trances or sheer flashes of 


‘Through them, the ancestral concept of the 
pamathalaan survives despite their having 
been “treated shabbily in our history,” she 


as said the foundation would wage 
ins seeking to "remind ourselves 
that the pamathalaan is the founding con 
cept of our ancestors and heroes when 
they were struggling forour freedom." 

Most of the other MROF officers are mi 
dlelevel officials in various governmez 
agencies, such as the Office of the Ombuds- 
man, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
and the environment, public works and interi- 
or departments. 

y are Rene Sonaco (assistant chair), 
Delilah Magdae! (treasurer), Rosario Gi 
matico (assistant treasurer), Guadalupe 
Oliveros (secretary), Ma. Macrina Teano 
(assistant secretary), Lourdes Estonanto 
(auditor), Meriam Caldez (assistant audi- 
tor) and Jovel Mendoza (PRO). 

‘Also taking part in the ceremony were May- 
ог Pedro Cuerpo of Rodriquez (formerly Mon- 
talban) and other town officials, as well as 
several sşydencs of Alaras at UP 


‘The Church's refusal to j 
the resignation calls and former 
President Fidel Ramos declara- supporting the s 

‘support for Ms Arroyo mentary system to provide Ms the next elections,” it said. 


her administration last year 
from its worst political cri 

since she came to power follow- 
ing the ouster of President 


The CBCP suggested 
h be done throug! 
the Ombudsman, Commission on 


Rights, Sandiganbayan, Congress. stored.” 


royo's hand 
picked Consultative Commission ы а. Constitutional Convention,” it 
Тесоштепдей the scrapping of Comelec resignation calls 
the 2007 elections to pave the 

way for the adoption оГ a feder 
Skype parliamentary system in 


g the poorest 


In response to complaints they 
m indige- su 
nous peoples, the bishops also sponsible mining that the Arroyo ing to fishermen. 
“mining tenements” called on the government to stop ad 
its 24 priority mining projects. 
Ditto with large-scale mining 


Polymetallie Project in Albay, HPP 
tional integrated protected areas. Project їп Pal 

“The promised economic bene- Gold-Copper Project 

forefront of efforts to stop theleg- fits of mining by these transna- 

ning up the тіл. tional corporations are out: 

ing industry and has waged a legal weighed by the dislocation of шап Gold Project in Z 

battle to have the Mining Act of communities, 

our indigenous brothers and sis- 

isks to health and liveli 

Supreme Court ruled that the hood and massive environmental 


Vizcaya, Tampakan Cop 
Project in South Cotabato, Canat- 


del Norte and the San Antonio  pensating 
Copper Project in Marinduque. 

"The latest pastoral statement 
reiterated the concerns raised by ernment filed alawsuitin Nevada tothe bishops. 


n issue, she has locked tora! process, including the Asked what action the Church, 
h ho, while counting of votes, needs to bere- would take if the President ig 
to pania. formed and modernized before nored the СВОР calls, api 
dameo said: “We will cross the 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- bridgewhenwegetthere.” ү 
M'a cloud of doubt over her os has rejected calls for his resig- sz 
icy has insisted that the nation, including one made re. Coups denounced * 
e hen year sould pro. cently by Sen JokerArroyo's blue In resolving the political crisis? 
ribbon committee over shenani- the bishops reiterated their cal 

gans in the commision's automa- against any form of violence of, 

e п Чоп program. countereoostituional means 
CBCP statement said. Bu Abalos has insisted he could “These measures would only 
rust in our polit- only be removed through im- bring about new forms of Inu, 
processes have to be те. peachment as provided for in the tice, more hardships and greatere 
Constitution harm in the future," they said. 4 

‘The CBCP agreed that certain. Bunye said Машсайап was! 
aspects of the Constitution proba- committed to implementing elec, 
biy needed revision. But any toral reforms through "concrete. 


“As a first step, we 


ed for Pe, ha these бше. The Commision on changes shouldbe made programs” Appointments othe 
de dear tat these posting, Go ий onlyetcrswdeppeddsnaron Comelec of people beyond Te 
paaralan 


o а competent and reliable and participation” among all proach and "stem enforcement of zy 
reproach,” the stakeholders. the rules of suffrage." > 
“This is best done through a He said the Palace supported" 

“full participation in all aspects of, 

said. "The reasons for constitu- Charter change, transparency), 
“The call for resignation or tional change must be based on and relative serenity that allows 
even prosecution of a number of the common good rather than on for rational discussion and de- 
e commissioners should not be self-serving interests or the inter- bate.” With a report from Chris- p 
ighily brushed aside. The elec- ests of political dynasties.” tine O. Avendaño ng 


CBCP said. 


of Mining Act of 1995 1 


he CBCP said. 
The prelates pointed out that tied “A Statement 
mining areas, such as those in the Mining Act of 1995." Since and the health of residents, 
Caraga, Bicol and the Соп 


the CBCP in its 1998 statement i- against Placer Dome, accusing it — "Increasing numbers of mining- 
Concern on of damaging the environment affected communities, Christians? 
and non-Christians alike, are sub- 
The latest mining accident jected to human rights violations, 
can very vocal about the sup- happened on Rapu-Rapu Island. and economic deprivations," they" 
posed evils of he law. Effiuents containing high levels sid. "We see no relief in sight.” , 
"The bishops said the environ- of cyanide were released last year Reacting to the CBCP stat 
from tailing dams into adjacent ment, Michael Defensor, incom’ 
bodies of water, causing fishkills ing presidential chief of staff, said 
inthe coastal community, accord- Malacafiang "recognized that real 
sponsibility in mining should bi?! 
Members of фе Lakas practiced.” 
Mangingisda ng Bicol are colle 
у happened in ing signatures as part of a cam- ronment secretary, said the go 
paign to have the mine operated ernment was doing everything to” 
by Australian firm Lafayette Min- address the concerns of the bisl 
ing Inc. closed permanently. ор. 
The Marinduque "The project has been touted as He assured the bishops that the, 
ed by Placer Dome's partner Маг. the flagship project of th Palace would “maintain strong"? 
Mining Corp., was closed mining industry int mes. coordination” with the people," 
ent. Without com: » communities,  nongovernme 
people, Placer Human rights violations organizations and the Church in”? 
Dome left the country Mining has also led to the vio- kecping vigilance over these 
las year the provincial gov- lation of human rights, according ing projects. Wich a report front? 


ristine O. Avendaño ' 
" 


„ а number of prelates have. 


sustainable and 


istration claims.” 
One of the biggest mining dis- 


Congratulation. : 
ga Grand Draw Winners ng ^ 


buwig eth кчы prine Hed b corneal бей i Yolanda Fo V her rh er husband rig elel өш tama Da 
ees dete rer] Magi aterm D Ca eee hg 15 trade Merchant Tena Ona Gaidan Cory БЫЛ 


Second Prize Winners of PF 50,000 each 
Conry Triguero lvonie M. Alonzo 
Baesa, Q.C. Valenzuela City 
Maraming salamat sa libu-libong sumali at 
sa patuloy ninyong pagtangkilik 
sa EQ Diapers 
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Plaza Miranda tragedy revisits Liberal Party 


from page Al shape of Philippine politics. This it is my hope and prayer that like the New Peoples Army of Jose party defection, as well as the бе. presidency was within reach. 
„and is seething from the rivalry for follows the gains made by the LP brothers, we can disagree without Maria Sison—not the obvious sertion of key Cabinet members, Roxas has played a careful 
ihe countrys presidency between as anideology—and policy-based being disagreeable.” suspect, President Ferdinand highlighted the clashing loyalties game of avoiding creating obsta- 

Senate President Franklin Drilon party in the 2004 congressional Arthe same time, Salonga took Marcos—which bombed the rally of Drilon and Atienza, who cles to obstruct his path. He re- 

Bed Sen Manuel Rovas I, grand- elections. Thatisirony No.3. a swipe at Ms Arroyo, saying that to pit the elite factions against backed the President. cently made statements distanc- 

son of the late president. 5 a there was a need to resolve ће one another. ‘The reasons of Drilon for with- ing himself from the President by 

‘Both are impatient to fast-track Election net gainer question of the legitimacy of her Regarding the Drilon-Atienza drawing support—alleged cor- posturing as an independent- 
their path to Malacafiang. Thatis The party increased is seats in presidency suggesting that it was. rift, the latter has a stronger claim ruption and tampering with the minded senator on controversial 
tvagicirony No. 1. the House of Representatives to 29 the issue that drove the wedge to the party identity He has paid election process--are not the is- issues. 

The we и See Se wey E between Drilon and Atienza. M ME blood. Atienza was sue. These had festered before But Drilon made a costly tacti- 
and ghastly, flows from the Plaza 1; gress, making it the net x опе of the party officials wound- Фе July 8 crisis. cal error. He figured out that by 
Miranda bombing, which is the gainer compared with other partes. Spiritual, symbolic seat ed in the bombing, with Salonga, Drilon stood to gain from the joining the В 
беромеппр tauma that The gain signaled the resurrection Тһе issue of whether Ms Ar- who was mutilated, surviving the collapse of the Arroyo adminis. royo's resignation, the LPsdelec- 
haunts the LE of the long moribund party and їз royo won the election fairly carnage. tation and resignation. Such tion would be the decisive blow 

"The memory revisited the раг. emergence as a viable pivotal bloc should be resolved, Salonga said. Atienza was on the stage dur- contingencies could pave the way that would topple the regime. 

„ity asit held two anniversary cele- that could swing the balance of “There should be an end to the ing the rally, running for coun- to the presidency He is third on Drilon overestimated е 

Bains on Jan. 19 at diferent power in the House and asthe core senseless squabbles and bicker- cilor of Manila. Another wound- the constitutional line of succes. strength of the party. 
| yenues—one at Plaza Miranda by ofa policy-based coalition- ing” crippling the nation, he said. ed casualty was Sen. Gerry Roxas, sion, in case of a resignation of Similar fatal miscalculations 
^s faction of Manila Mayor Lito The partys factional imbroglio Significantly, Salonga's state- Senator Roxas father the President or a snap election were made by former President 

‘Atienza, the LP chair, and the oth- can only stifle its promise as а ment was read at the Plaza Mi- ‘under which he could serve аза Corazon Aquino and the rene- 
verat the Dusit Hotel in Makati party of reform and its develop- randa celebration, not at Drilon's LP newcomers caretaker head of state in a transi- gade “Hyatt 10.” 

‘ity in a conference convened by ment into a key political player in assemblage at Dusit Hotel. Drilon and his Senate cohorts tion arrangement (assuming the  Drilon's LP faction punched 
“Drilon, LP president. the shifting alliances of the 13th Plaza Miranda is spiritual and joined the LP before 2004. Al- legal obstacles to these processes above its weight. They did not 
2 Ir does violence to accuracy to Congress in the midst of the crisis symbolic seat of the LP It is there though the LP was part of Ms Ar- are overcome). reckon with former President Fi- 

call ether faction a fake." ofthe administration of President where the blast changed the royo's KNP coalition in 2004, фе And now comes Roxas. del V. Ramos’ and the Catholic 

"To quibble over which is fake Macapagal-Arroyo. course of Philippine history rif opened when Drilon broke p bishops" swing to the President, 
or not begs the question overthe Inan efforeto bridge the rif the ‘The blast not only cleared the away from the President on July Playing a careful game М3 Arroyo has held on to power 
eve тешу that the rival LP elder statesman, former Senate way for the declaration of martial 8, 2005 to join the call of civil so- а topping the 2004 Senate through default of her enemies 
ешт reflec, a deeply frac- President Jovito Salonga, sent a law in 1972. It ended the ciety groups forherresignation. elections, Roxas was well-placed who choked to deliver the death 
Ee кану ага tine when it had message read in his absence by decades long elite civility in lec. Atenza denounced the dec- onthepathtomakeacrediblebid blow. Now Drüon' hold on the 
begun to reestablish itself as a po- Quintin Doromal, saying that “to- toral politics, although there sion as unilateral, reached with- for the presidency in 2010. Both Senate presidency appears pre- 
TEM force that сап redefine the day we ae divided once again, but were later allegations that it was our party consultation. The July 8 he and Drilon seem to believe the carious. 


AFP not buying lawyer’s line on Faeldon meeting 


From page Al knowledge of the operations that тел tailed Rivas to SM North Ed- type apartment on Prosperidad and probably got the impression that Kison said the police and the 

‘Themiltarysstll racking down led to the capture of Faeldon and за mall, where she was met by Prayle streets in Tugatog She was already off the hook," the Armed Forces were "doing every- 

“four other Oakwood mutineers Rivas, and of the tactical interro- someone “wearing a woman's On reaching Tugatog and sens. officer said. thing” to get the four other fugi- 
who bolted their Fort Bonifacio de- gation of the duo. dress” inside a car. ing they had a tail, Faeldon and Faeldon's lawyer, Roel Pulido, tive Magdalo soldiers, 

о мо Бой а naang. For allegedly keeping Ра. “There were questionsifitwas Rivas backed up and tried to whospokewithhiscientonSatur | Bunye sald Faeldon's arrest 
шша fesh military dalengets боп whereabouts from her su. really Faeldon because he wore a speed away But they were day at the Isafp compound, said "was a significant accomplish. 
President Macapagal Arroyo, (See periors the military is preparing wig and a woman's dress," the of blocked by another vehicle. the officer had “gained a бе mentbutrightnow we should not 

ү related story on Page A18) Charges against Rivas ranging ficer said. Tnteligence offcers surounded weight but was otherwise healthy” relax" 

ТА е wanted toe the impes- from violation of Article of War “Ifowo personsareinsideacar, the cr Comemd,Redonomualy Faeldon asked for a shaver he “What's important is that the 
sion that the Intelligence Service of 97 (conduct prejudicial to good you'd see two heads. But the two asked the officers what they wanted. said AFP continues to monitor and an- 
опа е seater йаг she order and military discipline) to heads became one,” he said, “The officers grabbed his wig, “He said he sensed he was be... alyzethe developments," he said. 
dong e senior offer said, violation of the Code of Ethics for adding this gave those tailing Ri and, of course, it was Faeldon," ing tailed and tried to speed Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
"he waned to give that impres. Public Office and the Code of vastheimpressionthatthepairin theiwgumzm source said. away but was caught in a traffic lez said the next five months 

during her casual conversa. Ethics for the Legal Profession. the car were kissing. "he officer said that ater Fael- jam. He said he got careless, and would be “critical” for the Arroyo 
tions with military lawyers” “On board a red Toyota Corolla, don escaped last December, Rivas that he should not have gotten administration. 
‘Two shadows become one Faeldon and Rivas proceeded to spoke with intelligence officials and careless,” Pulido said. He said he believed Ms Ar- 

Possible charges Both Faeldon and Rivas have Monumento in Quezon City and denied any romantic ties with him. During his visit, Faeldon re- royo's foes would wage their next 

"But that’s not true,” said the remained tight-lipped about why then to Tugatog, Malabon. ff at ай, she seid they were mere layed the message that Rivas battle in Congress by filing anoth- 
officer, referring to Rivas superi- they were together when arrested i я “badminton mates, said the ofice. wanted Pulido to be her lawyer. er impeachment complaint. 

“ors knowing that she was meet- and both have asked for lawyers, Grabbing the wig Ng Lakas Rep. Mauricio Domogan 

ing Faeldon clandestinely. according to the officer By this time, their pursuers had Shaver needed No time to relax said he believed it was usta matter 

Reden. meet disclose ^ Basedonthesenioroffeersac- put two and two together and de- Rivas was placed under  “Thaveto talk to her and see if of time before the four mutineers 

"information about the progress of count, this was how the military duced that the “other woman" was surveillance two weeks ago. there is a conflict of interest,” would also be captured. With re- 
the interrogation on condition of captured its quarry: Tuo Their car, afer all, seemed “After she spoke with intelli- Pulido said. ports from Christine O. Avendaño 

ony The officer had direct. On Friday night, intelligence to be heading toward Rivas’ studio- gence officers in December, she AFP spokesperson Col, Tristan and Michael Lim Ubac 


10,800 pupils brush teeth in bid for Guinness ... Group vows to continue 
Hanapin PE Jugitive's fight 


Ра Guided by 187 dentists, the 
pupis, coming from eight ele- 3 HE DID NOT START THE come to waste, Pilipino sid 
‘mentary schools in Metro Manila, 4 fight "and it need not be him “This is all our fight, not just 
} шей soft brise toothbrushes for Е whowilendi" Captain едо” 

Å nearly three minutes and then "hat was the defiant mes- Тһе group released compact 
playfully tossed into the air the эңе wich Marne Capt. diss containing photos and 
{Fed caps given by organizers a пог Reedors group pos. video clips of Faeldon suppos- 
E “тетш rsh of sponsored by j {lon his website ahe the es. edly at the Cental Command 
* a обраяе company and Philip- , aped mucmeers capture on headquarters in Cebu Ci. The 
3 рше ie and education officials, ? Fray nighe (See related sto. photos showed him reading а 
{ was an attempt to break the Guin- М P ry on Page B6) newspaper. Behind him was 
{ ‘ness World record set by 10,240 Chi- in its statement, the thestatue of Lapu-Lapu. 

| ese sudens who simulaneoudy group calling itself Pilipino Miltary. spokesperson Col 
| brushed бег tei along a ed in 4 Smd to cany onthe struggle Tisan Коп said Faeldon never 
$ Shamhen Cy in China on Sepe 20, to bring down the Arroyo ad. entered Cencom and was just at 
| 200G, the organizers salt. ministration. The nearby Marion Hotel 


“We also want to make oral cavi- } Pilipino said the photos 
эу prevention relevant to the gener- 1 a Time to make a stand were taken “to prove that there 
al public? said dentist Angel David i Pilipino showed photos of are still many decent soldiers 
T, who helped organize the event. Faeldon inside another mili- and cops inside camps.” 

"Tooth decay and poor oral hy- \ 1 tary camp, suggesting that he ^ It said Capt. Candelaria Ri- 

{ giene are prevalent among many was not alone in running the vas, who was arrested with 
young and adult Filipinos, either website Faeldon, was ust one of the of- 
because of poverty or a lack of “its time to make a stand. ficers Faeldon had been talking 
awareness of healthy practices, THOUSANDS of children brush their teeth simultaneously in an attempt tosetaworldrecordinamass | Les not allow this fight to to. Luige A. del Puerto 


David said. АР brush-off, ики 


Part of Iraq rehab funds gambled away in RP 


| 
H 
i 
From page At E state departments. In some cases, auditors could the contractor merely polished were referred for prosecution. than US$2 million was missing 
{ andouright fraud. Much of the fst audit reports find mo trace of cash, much of the old plumbing to make it Опе report describes misman- ө US personnel “needlessly 
| "some cases auditors recom- deal with contracting im which came from Iraq oil rev. look new and collected his agement of more than 2000 disbursed more than UTS © 
| mend criminal charges be filed south-central Iraq, one of the enues overseen by the occupation money small contracts in south-central lion" of the estimated 05523 
{ against the perpetrators. In oth- country’s least hostile regions. authority When the pool was filed, the Iraq worth USS88 million. Occu- million spent for renovating the 
i ез, i asks the US ambassador Audits have yet to be released for “Those deficiencies were so water came out a murky brown pation staff members or those library inthe Shite holy cly of 
j raqto recoup the money the occupation authority's spend. significant that we were preclud- and the pool's reopening had to they supervised handed out mil- Karbala. 
|. Dry writen audit reports de- ing in the rest of rag. fed from accomplishing our stated Бе canceled. The reports did not lions to companies that never ө The library contractor deliv- 
; scribe the Coalition Provisional a d месе" the auditors said of identify the contractors involved. submitted required competitive ered only 18 of 68 personal com- 
[ user's ofees in the Chaotic occupation Og oficiais in Нїаһ being un- Auditors have asked the US bids or that were paid for unfin- putes called for and did not in- 
south-central city of Hillah being ‘The audits offer a window into. ableto account for USS97 million ambassador to recover a total of ished work. Stall Internet wiring or software. 
awash in bricks of USS100 bills rhe chaotic US-led occupation of of the US$120 million in Iraqi oil US$571823 that the reports de- ‘The computers worked only as 
taken from a central vault with- Iraq of 2003-04, when inexperi- revenues earmarked for rebuild- scribe as overpaid funds. Other cases stand-alones. 
1 out documentation. enced American officials—in- ing projects. їп some cases, cash simply dis- Other examples cited in the re- ә The US-led security transi- 
I describes one agent who cluding workers from President Ал October 2005 audit found appeared. ports tion command spent US$945,000 
|| kept almost US$700,000 in ash George W Bush's election cam- documentation for the spending Two occupation authority field Only a quarter of 05523 for seven | armored Mer. 
bin an unlocked footocker and paige organized a cash-inten- of just USSS million of that mon- agens responsible for paying million entrusted to civilian and cedes-Benzes that were too light: 
[ mentions a US soldier who gam- зне “hearts and minds” mision ex Contractors left Iraq without ac. military project and contracting ly armored for Iraq, Auditors 
[Мей away as much as US$60,000 to rebuild Iraq's devastated econ- à counting юг more than officers to pay contractors ever were able to account for only six 
in reconstruction funds in the omy. Deadly negligence 1055700,000 each. When audi- found its way to those contrac- of the cars. 
Philippines. ‘But the corruption and incom- Negligence proved deadly in at tors confronted their manager tors. е At one point, several paying 
lens of millions of dollars in petence documented in the re- least one case. Three Iraqis plum- and asked where the money was, е One contractor was paid agents kept cash inside the same 
cash had gone in and out of the ports reveal that much of the ef. meted to their deaths in an eleva- the manager tried to clear one of US$14,000 on four separate oc- filing cabinet in the Hillah vault 
South-Central Region vault with- fort, however well-intentioned, tor in the Hillah General Hospital the agents through false paper- casions for the same job. One agent took US$100,000 
out any tracking of who deposit- was wasted. that was certified to havebeenre- work. * OF US$7.3 million spent on from another's stack of cash to 
ed or withdrew the money and The failure of the rebuilding ef placed by a contractor who re- ` “This appears to be an attempt a police academy near Hillah, au- clear his own balance. "This was 
why it was taken out,” says a re- fort has been borne out most vivid- ceived USS662,800. to remove outstanding balances ditors could account for just only discovered because the oth- 
Роп уе Special Inspector беп. ly by the rae of a virulent an- Also in Hillah, occupation of- by simply washing account,” ће 054 million. They said US$1.3 er paying agent had to make а 
bal for Iraq Reconstruction, American insurgency that has ficials spent US$108,140 tore. auditor said. The two agents million was wasted onoverpriced disbursement that day and real 
Which isin the midst ofa series of claimed most ofthe 2,237 US mili- place pumps and fix the city's were not identified and there was or duplicate construction or ized that he was short in cash” 
тайа for the US defense and суета since the war began. Olympic swimming pool. But no word on whether the pair equipment nop delivered. More thereportsays. , АР 


* MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2006. 


SUERTRES 6? 0) 0) EZ2 29 28 


(In exact order) 


Textus your feedback: 
inquirer etrameiageictymessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


METRO 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 


SUPERLOTTO 6/49 
20 34303339 43 
P13,100,079.60 


MMDA cracks down on “habal-habal” 


By Tarra V. Quismundo velopment Authority (MMDA) 
has begun a crackdown on these 
illegal motorcycles-for-hire, the 
agency's traffic chief said yester- 
day 
“There is a need to put them 
under surveillance. And we are 
already apprehending the viola- 
tors we see on the road, because 
weve received many reports 
about their illegal operations," 
said MMDA Traffic. Operations 
Center (TOC) Executive Director 
Angelito Vergel de Dios. 
He said their traffic enforcers 
have been deployed to places 


INTHE MIDST OF HEAVY METRO 
traffic, they alone continue to 
move, sliding in and out of the nar- 
row spaces in between vehicles 

But luck may soon run out for 
the so-called habal-habal, private. 
motorcycles being used as public 
transport, which are increasingly 
becoming popular among com- 
muters who must “fly” to their 
destination. 

"Worried about the dangers it 
may pose to the commuting pub- 
lic, the Metropolitan Manila De- 


`7 METROBRIES _ 


Man, son arrested for гаре 
A SI-YEAR-OLD man and his son were arrested by agents of the Na- 
Monal Bureau of Investigation (NBI last week for allegedly raping a 10- 
year-old schoolgiri five years ago. The suspects were identified as а 
{ertan Isaac St and his 25-year-old son, both residents of Las Piñas 
{ity Investigation conducted by the NBI Anti-Fraud and Computer 
Crimes Division (AFCCO) headed by lawyer Efren Meneses showed 
thatthe girl. now 16 years old, was raped by the two men on separate 
occasions. The victim's mother sought NBI assistance and the case 
Was subsequently investigated by the bureau's Violence Against Wom- 
tn and Children Division. An NBI medico-legal report showed that the 
diri had indeed been raped. The suspects were arrested in their home 
fast Wednesday after NBI agents received information on their where- 
bouts. Charges for violation of Republic Act 8353 or the Anti-Rape 
Law in relation to Republic Act 7810 or the Anti-Chlid Abuse Law were 
filed against the Isaacs inthe Department of Justice. Both suspects are 
now detained at the NBI jail 

Margaux C. Orie 


Hostage-taker shot dead 

A JOBLESS teenager was shot dead after attempting to stab his 
nephew during a hostage-taking Incident in Pandacan, Manila shortly 
after midnight yesterday. Suspect Dennis de la Cruz, 19, of 1901-K 
terior 100-0 Zamora St, Pandacan, was declared dead on arrival at the 
Ospital ng Maynila shortly after the incident. SPO2 Edison Bertoldo of 
the Manila Police District (MPD) Homicide Section sad the hostage- 
{aking Incident begun after the suspect, who was drunk, started creat- 
ing trouble in front of his house at around 12:30 a.m. When barangay 
chalr Estaqulo Balaguer rushed ta the scene with several policeme 

the suspect had already taken his 7-month-old nephew hostage. Police 
ald that after 30 minutes of negotiations, the suspect suddenly tried to 
Stab the boy with a kitchen knife, PO2 Alexis Cardinez of MPD Station 
$0 then shot De la Cruzin the head to prevent the latter from kiling the 
baby, police added. Bertoldo sald the baby was safely rescued after the 


incident. E E 
Court of Appeals marks 70th year 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo and Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Artemio V. Panganiban willbe the guests of honor at the 70th anniver- 
загу celebration of the Court of Appeals (CA) on Feb. 1. The celebra- 
tion will begin with а Mass at 9 a.m. followed by a speech from CA 
presiding Justice Ruben T. Reyes, SC associate justice. Former CA 
presiding Justice Cancio G. Garcia will be glven an award of distinc- 
tion, along with court employees who have served for 30, 35 and 45 
years, sald Justice Conrado M. Vasquez, chair of the anniversary є 
«сше committee. In the afternoon, Justices, officials and CA p 
sonnei will show their talents in a musical presentation titled "PI 
tumpu Na Po ang Court." 


Armed Forces and Police 
Savings & Loan Association, Inc. 
heran ty a Bagh arang Phe) 

The Armed Forces and Police Savings and Loan 
Association, Inc (AFPSLAI) completed 2005 
marking its 33rd year of operation with a Php5.9B 
їп net income and has maintained steady growth 
in this aspect over the last 4 years. AFPSLAI 
assures its members of the Association's stability 

and profitability. 


The Association has consistently sustained its 
robust financial condition and is in no way 
dependent on the performance of other 
institutions. The assistance it has provided to its 
subsidiaries has been extended well within the 
norms of any business undertaking and as duly 
supported by its Management and the Board of 
Trustees. 


Rest assured that the prudent use of its resources 
as seen not only through fair returns on the capital 
contributions, the improvement of its facilities 
and assistance given to deserving beneficiaries 
are tangible proofs that AFPSLAI will be here to 
serve and maintain its leadership in the industry 


in the years to come. 


where habal-habal are known to 
operate. 

"Is hard to distinguish be- 
tween private motorcycles and 
those for hire, but through 
surveillance, we 
detect those taking one route ha- 
bitually, with different passen- 
ger every time. Once we get 
proof, thats the time we move 
in," explained the traffic chief. 

"rhe habal-habal first became 
popular in rural areas in Visayas 
and Mindanao. The two-wheeled 
publicconveyance reached Metro 
Manila last year, and came to the 


said 


added. 


Ayala 
Taguig 


P20 cach 


of traffic. authorities 
three months ago, Vergel de Dios 


“The [rider] and the driver 
both benefit because the passen- 
ger gets to his destination fast, 
and the driver earns money,” he 


Based on the monitoring of the 
MMDA-TOC, one known route of 
the habal-habal is from the Edsa- 

Avenue intersection in 
Makati City to Fort Bonifacio in 


The passengers are charged 


ferring to tricycles. 


“Their operations are illegal 
You could only use motorcycles аз 
public transport if you have a 
sidecar,” said Vergel de Dios, re- 


Reports of habal-habal opera- 
tions in Metro Manila came at a 
time when the growing number 
of private motorcycle owners has 
become a road safety concern. 
‘Accidents involving motorcy- 
cles have risen steadily in the last 
four years. Last year, the number. 
of cases in the first three months 
‘was more than double the total 
number of accidents for the en- 


tire year of 2004. 

"The database of the MMDAs 
Metro Manila Accident Reporting. 
System showed that road acci- 
dents involving motorcycles to- 
taled 4,156 last year, up by al- 
most 158 percent from the 
2004 figure of 1,706 incidents. 

Despite the risks, motorcycle 
users have continued to increase, 
based on figures of the Land 
"Transportation Office (LTO). As 
cited by the MMDA in a report, 
the LTO received 60,462 applica- 
tions for motorcycle registration. 
in the first half of last year. 


Marikina to enforce safety Security guard 
measures in gas stations 


By Edson C. Tandoc jr. 


THE NEXT TIME YOU SEE SAFETY RE 
minders posted in gasoline stations in Mariki- 
na City, take them seriously. 

The City Council has approved an ordi- 
nance slapping fines and other sanctions on 
motorists, as well as gasoline boys and gaso- 
line station owners, who disregard safety 
measures while refueling vehicles. 

“This is for the safety of our motorists and 
also to evel the playing field by requiring all 
gasoline stations to follow the law,” Coun- 
Glor Jose Fabian Cadiz, who proposed the 
ordinance, told the Inquirer. 

Many gasoline stations usually have safety 
reminders posted in the premises, but these 
àre often ignored. 

‘The ordinance prohibits the following: 


Safety reminders 
o Igniting a lighter or a matchstick in the 
compound (of the gas station): 
sing mobile phones while refueling; 
Refueling a vehicle while the engine is 
for which both the cu 
and the attendant shall both be liable; 
e Refueling a motorcycle while a cus- 
tomer is still riding in the vehicle, for which 
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Automatic Papor Cutter 


Plain Paper 


both the customer and the attendant shall be 
liable; and 
ө Using an unauthorized plastic contain- 
er for buying fuel, for which both the cus 
mer and the attendant shall be liable as 


“The ordinance also orders gasoline station 
owners to post the safety reminders in сол 
spicuous places. 

Motorists and attendants who violate the 
safety measures would be slapped with a 
P1,000 fine or a six-hour community service, 
ог make a compulsory blood donation to the 
City Health Office. 

For gasoline station operators and own- 
ers, violation of any provision in the ordi- 
nance would mean a fine of P1,000 for the 
first offense, P2,000 for the second offense 
‘and P3,000 for the third offense, along with 
the revocation of their business license. 

The ordinance also seeks to deputize 
teams from the City Fire Station, the City Po- 
lice, the Traffic Management Unit, the City 
Public Safery and Security Office and the 
City Transportation Management and Deve 
opment Office to hold regular but unan- 
nounced inspections of gasoline stations in 
the city to enforce the ordinance and accost 
violators. 


found dead in 
LRT station 


ByDJ Yap 


A SECURITY GUARD OF THE LIGHT RAIL 
‘Transit (LRT) system's Line 2 was found dead 
in one of the toiles at the Betty Go-Belmonte 
station in Quezon City at dawn yesterday. 

t was not immediately clear, however, if 
the victim, identified as Edsil Galabin, was 
gunned down by an assailant, or had shot 
himself in the head, as no witnesses had come 
forward. 

"The police said Galabin, 31, was chatting 
with fellow guard Mercedita de la Cruz near 
the cash room оп the second floor of the 
north-bound station when he excused himself 
to go to the toilet at a few minutes past 5:30 
am. 

Minutes later, the other security guards 
heard a gunshot coming from the toilet 

Galabin was discovered by his co-workers 
lying on his back with a gunshot wound in the 
head, according to a report by SPO1 Crescen- 
ciano Bajao of the Quezon City Police District 
criminal investigation division. 

His service revolver, a .38 Armscor, was 
found near his head. The gun had five live 
ammunition and a spent shell. 
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| Crime down 
_ last year in 
Makati City 


| ByTarraV. Quismundo 


THE NUMBER OF CRIMINAL INCIDENTS IN 
{ Makati и, an achievement 


"It's just one of the reasons to 

Cebu Pacific introduces a whole new way of flying. With Go Fares, planning Be PNE 
your tip ahead of time has ts advantages, The earlier you book, the more : e- 
пе you wili get the lowest Go Fares on your specified day of departar, 


That translates into big, big savings! Best of all, Go Fares are here to stay! 


Better act quickly, Go Fares go fast, so buy now and Just Gor 
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The long wait is over 
New Mitsubishi ahead... 
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A DRIVING Mick Pennisi of Red Bull Barako draws a foul from Eric. 
Monk of Barangay Ginebra in last night's game. pe 


Red Bull, 
Purefoods 
zero in on 


title clash 


By June Navarro 


RED BULL, STARRING ENRICO VILLANUEVA, 
moved on the threshold of reaching the San 
Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Cup title series afteran 
88-85 Game 4 victory over Barangay Ginebra 
yesterday at the Araneta Coliseum. 


‘The bullstrong Vil- 
lanueva scored Red 
Bulls last six points to 
cap a great rally that 
had the Barako over. 
hauling an eight-point 
deficit at 77-85 in the 


getting a second tech 
nical foul on Caguioa 
(Araneta Coliseum) with the Kings ahead, 
kapmes — 8174,427 remaining 

Pureloods But, two poses 
735pm—Res Bul sions later, Ginebra’s 
va Barangay Ginebra Chris Poner picked up 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 


B Howard fans 
Dailas' streak; 
Duncan sparks 


solid Spurs /А23 . 


i B Diaz triumphs 
for ailing mom; 
Boncit scores 


final two minutes to 
take а 3-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven series. 

Purefoods 
squandered a 26-point lead 
surviving А21, 100-90, to grab a 
similar 3-1 lead in the other semifî 
nal clash. 

Marc Pingris registered a career 
third double-double by posting a ca- 
teerhigh 23 points and 16 re- 
bounds, Kerby Raymundo and Noy 
Castillo paced the Giants with 24 
points each. 

Vilanueva frst nailed a jump 
hook off Romel Adducul and thena 
putback of his own miss to put Red 
Bull ahead to stay 86-85, with 6.7 
seconds left. 

Mark Caguioa then missed a 
oater from the comer, and Vil. 
Janueva, who grabbed the rebound 
and was fouled by Aris Dimauna- 
han, put in rwo free throws with two 
seconds left to round out scoring. 

Rookie Mike Holper sealed Gine- 
bra's fate with ап errant inbound 
poss on what could have been the 
potential game-tying play 

"youre not going to ind a grittier 
team than Red Bull today” said 
coach Yeng Guiao, who vowed to 
ое ош the series on Wednesday: 

‘Gloom descended on the Barako 
when James Penny was ejected for 


PETRON 


Fuel Success 


his Jast foul off Topex 
Robinson in a loose 
ball situation. 

“James had his wont game 
tonight because he got frustrated 
with some of the calls. But we've 
proven one thing—thae this team 
doesnt win by depending on the 
import alone; said Guiao. 

‘While Penny struggled, rookie 
Larry Fonancier had another superb 
evening afer breaking his career- 
high 22 points in Game 3 сию nights 
ago with a 25-point output. 

Dimamahen erupted for 16 
points in the fourth, including three 
triples as the Kings built a 78-69 lead. 

The scores: 

Frsidene 

‘REDBULL S Fork 25 Virum 21, 
Perry 14, Pom 12. Robson 5, Bugia 4 
Чаелив3.Вэрдо2. Torin 2, Tune 

GINEBRA 5—Оншшшпт 18, Наш 
brand 18, Porter tà Caco Men Addc 
5 Feria Sas 4, Macapagal 3, Hobe 2 

Quarry 20-14, 334, 358, HS. 

Second Game 

PUREFOODS 100—Rayn 24 Casti- 
1024, Рае 23,1. Yap 15, Crondar 10,54 
vador 2, npa 2 В Yap. 

NRZI ө0—бәпев 23, iuo 23, R. De 
Ocampo 12, tied Ferias В Скат, 
‘ul 4, Do Ocampo 3, Gonzales 1, Sa 0, Fen 
2 

тәле 3045.498, 7061, 0040. 
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Wizards, Painters gird for PBL title sh 


GAMES THURSDAY (San Andres Gym) 
2pim.--Granny Goose vs Harbour Certe 
(Knockout tor third place) 
pm—Ran or Shine vs Magnolia (Game 1 Finals) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MAGNOLIA ICE CREAM MAY BE IN THE 
finals ofthe PBL Heroes Cup but the Wiz- 
ards stil feel their bitter defeats in the 
elimination round. 

"It think it was а good experience,” 
said coach Koy Banal of their three-game 
skid, “It was a wake-up call. 


ET. 


"We became complacent. When we 
were up at 7-1, it was like there was no 
more challenge. Then, after our three 
losses, the challenge was there again. 
But 1 believe that everything that hap- 
pens to us hasa purpose.” 

With the surprising slide, the Wizards 
slipped to second place after dominating 
almost the entire conference. 

And the experience is expected to mo- 
tivate the Wizards when they battle Rain 
ог Shine in a best-of-five championship 
showdown starting Thursday. 


THIUPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


aren't still in top form after their exhaust- 
ing semifinal duel against tough Granny 


Magnolia claimed Game 1 with a 
thrilling 98-97 double overtime win last 
Thursday. Two days later, the Wizards 
again needed two extra periods to sub- 
due the Torillos, 92-86. 

“Just a few more practices and we'll be 
ready for the finals,” said Banal. 

Coach Caloy Garcia, however, doesn't 
see his Elasto Painters claiming the up- 
per hand, even if it seemed like the Wiz- 
ards are still in the process of regaining 
their old dominating form. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2006 


owdown 


Painters streaked to their seventh 
straight victory, the longest winning run 
this conference. 

The Painters narrowly edged Har- 
bour Centre, 69-67, in the semifinal 
opener. But they convincingly wrapped 
up the series with a 69-59 triumph in 
Game2, 

“There's no clear advantage 
Garcia. 

"Both teams (Magnolia and Rain or 
Shine) deserve to be in the champi- 


said 


Banal hinted, though, that his Wizards 


Goose. 


TEAM PHILIP HINES 


FILIPINO OFT C YEAR 2005 


7 
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You're all super heroes’ 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


DIVER SHIELA MAE PEREZ APPARENTLY HASN'T BEEN TOO CAUGHT UP 


with her success. 


Since becoming the face of the vic- 
torious Team Philippines, the comely 
triple gold medalist of the 23rd South- 
east Asian Games still gets goose- 
bumps from ай the attention. 

“Anong sasabihin ko? (What will I 
say?)," Perez asked no one in partic- 
ular after she was requested to 
speak in behalf of the SEA Games’ 
medalists during the tribute dinner 
for the The Filipino Athlete, the In- 
‘quinen’s 2005 Filipino of the Year, 
last week. 

But, perhaps, Perez was right. 

There really was nothing much to 
say For 10 days in 2005, they had al- 


ring 


ready convincingly shown what Fil- 
ipino athletes can do. 
Well-documented were their 


try its first overall championship—via 
a haul of 113 gold, 84 silver and 94 
bronze medals—in the biennial meet 
among the region's cream-of-the-crop 
athletes. 

‘But worth noting, too, was how 
their triumphs—from the swimming 
pool tothe billiards table to the ten- 
nis court—gave Filipinos a sense of 
pride and lifted the nation's sagging 
morale. 

"You were all an inspiration to. 


watch,” said Inqumen presiden 


atthe th 


office last Wednesday. 


"We appreciate how much all of you 
put into the game to bring honor to 
the country” added Prieto-Romualdez 
“Despite all the country's prob- 
Jems, you showed that we can be 


performances that gave the coun- 


winners.” 


‘The decision came easy 
Quen editors, who overwhelmingly 
voted Team Philippines to receive the. 
honor bestowed by the newspaper to 
a living Filipino who made the most 
positive impact on the life of the na- 
tion for the 
"Тараа 


а ninyo kaming lahat 
(We're all your admirers),” said In 
Qux editor in chief Letty Jimenez- 
Magsanoc. 


Sandy 
Prieto-Romualdez over a cozy dinner 
floor lobby of the Ingumen 


yr the Iw- 


Yet most of the athletes confessed 
they feel overwhelmed that the acco- 
lades continue to come even if the 
Games had ended over a month ago. 

"We should really be the one thank: 
ing you,” said singer Viktoria, gold 
medalist in the muay thai compet 

Perez, too, profusely thanked the 
Incun editors and staff, most of 
whom were happy to get a glimpse of 
the pretty champion diver. 

But, of course, the nation is more 
grateful to this driven and dedicated 
set of athletes, who pulled off the 
awe-inspiring feat and gave Filipinos 
something to cheer about by years 
end, 

As Jimenez-Magsanoc succinctly 
put it: “Super heroes kayong lahat 
(You're all super heroes). 


Unbeaten Mayol stops Morales Rodrigo, Lim top MPC golf 
protégé, gains WBC title crack | 


UNDEFEATED FILIPINO RODEL MAYOL YES- 
terday gained a chance to vie for the World Вох 
ing Council minimumweight tide after he scored 
а spectacular fourth-round technical knockout 
win over Lorenzo Trejo at the Plaza de Toros, a 
bullring in Cancun, Mexico. 

The fight was one of the featured bouts during 
the WBC Night of Champions, a gathering of 
more than 100 past and present WBC world 
champions in Mexico. 

A left hook to the jaw by Mayol sent Trejo, 
‘who is managed by three-time world champion. 
Erik Morales to the canvas ín the first round. 


After dominating the second and third 
rounds, Mayol rained blows on Trejo in the 
fourth round, capped by а left uppercut that sent 
“Trejo down for good at the 2:29 mark. 

Че was just amazing,” said an ecstatic Games 
and Amusements Board chair Eric Buhain, who 
watched Mayols fight at ringside. "The Mexi- 
cans really applaud us now, especially after Man- 
ny Pacquiao's win and this one." 

‘With the win, Mayol, the OPBF champ who 
improved to 22-5 with 17 KOs, gained a ticket to 
challenge WBC champ Eagle Kyowa within the. 
year Salven L Lagumbay, Contributor 


DEMPSEY hits the 
‘ceremonial drive. 


RONNIE RODRIGO AND VINCENT UM WERE 
the big winners in the recent first MPC Invitational 
golf tournament at the Sta. Elena layout. 

Rodrigo emerged overall champion, while Lim 
won low gross honors in the event that шей more 
than SO players. 

Antonio Olbes won the Enrique Zobel title over 
“Tootsie de Jesus; Carmela Lee upended Шу Chan for 
the William Mckinley Cup; while Newton Mapua 
took the Cameron Forbes crown over Alejandro Sy. 

"The event was held in cooperation with Sta. Ele- 
na Properties, Inc, the Philippine Daily Inquirer, HS- 
BC, Smart Gold, Callaway Golf, Dusit Hotel Nikko 
and Seattle's Best 

Manila Polo Club president Rey Dempsey hit the 
ceremonial drive opening the toumament. 


Garcia, too, wouldn't acknowledge 
that momentum ison their side after the 


onship. We're 1-2 (in the elimination). 
lesa good and even matchup.’ 


Hefty P20M 
at stake in 

Philracom's 
major races 


By Musong R. Castillo 


THE PHILIPPINE RACING COMMISSION 15 
dangling a total of P29 million in the 27 major 
races itis putting up for the year, starting with 
the Open Stakes on Feb. 19 at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 

The Triple Crown series, which starts in 
May, as well as the Juvenile and Classic Open 
Championships in December will be the high- 
lights of he Philracom's schedule for the year. 
Each race offers P2 million n prizes with P1.2 
million going to the winner. 

And with several horseracing groups like 
the Marho, Philtobo and the Klub Don Juan 
also hosting stakes races of their own, the top 
owners are now working double time to get 
their chargers in tip-top shape. 


All-time high prizes 

However, some owners think producing a 
champion runner is more fulfilling in this sea- 
sonofall-ime high purses 

"Its the prestige of your horse being called 
a champion that has the biggest impact for 
tne,” said sportsman Hermie Esguerra, whose 
views were shared by billiards patron and 
noted breeder Aristeo "Putch” Puyat 

"When you know that you've bred a special 
horse, it gives you a diferent kind of high,” 
Puyat said, “К is part of the sport, And you feel 
that you are а part of that horse's win even if 
you don't own that horse.” 

Esguerra в not wasting time. He is getting 
his top local colt Real Spicy, into battle shape 
this early. 

Real Spicy on Friday established a new 
track record at the Santa Ana Park, clocking 1 
minute 29 seconds over 1,450 meters ina reg- 
lar outing even if the first major race that 
the son of Real Quiet ош of Spicy Tale is look- 
ing forward to is the P1 million Philracom 
Chairman's Cup on March 19. 


Brightest female hope. 

Puyat, on the other hand, is the breeder of 
Juggernaut, the juvenile champion last year 
by Mr. Sutter out of Plate Lady. Many think 
she is the brightest female Triple Crown hope 
in years. 

Philracom chair Jimmy Dilag is credited for 
the industry's close to P9 billion in sales last 
year which resulted in more than Р1.4 billion 
in taxes for the government 

Dilag noted that his agency was given a 
budget of only P35 milion by Malacañang 
last year, which included the Philracom's day- 
today expenses and the task of making the 
racing calendar attractive to the horse own- 


“The aim of the Philracom is to raise the bar 
every year for the horse owners," Dilag told 
the Inquinen recently. 

“Because horse owners produce top-caliber 
horses that produce top caliber races, the bet- 
ng public will benefit from it in the long 


LOS ANGELES—THERE WAS THIS 
fellow, a former close-in driver of Manny 
Pacquiao around here, who told me how 
close the boxing hero had moved to death 
when he fought Mexico's Erik Morales. 
Greg Asuncion, who works in the staff of 
the Sheriff's Office here, swore he had seen 
the bloody dangers Pacquiao had encoun- 
tered in his bate against Morales at the 
МСМ Grand in Las Vegas last March. 
Pudgy and chinky-eyed, Asuncion was 
among the so-called LA Boys, a loose group 
that formed Pacquiao's informal кабап 
e5 cook, errand boy, cordon sanitaire, ete. 
"Whenever their hero would be in town. 
Our informant has since been shipped 
ош of Team Pacquiao. They said the cut in 
ties came as a result of money matters. 
Asuncion had other things to say about 
the separation 
But we talk about that some other time. 
Before anything else, this is my sign- 
off column from this city of great con- 
trasis, where the clear path to glory and 
ring immortality started for Pacquiao. 
Its indeed a most rewarding experi- 
ence to be here, later in Las Vegas, to 


be 


cance, to Aug. 21, 1983, when Ninoy 
‘Aquino was slain upon his return to his 
beloved country. 

While Aquino's martyrdom stirred 
the whole nation to clamor and unite for 
the ouster of a hated dictatorship, Pac- 
quiao lifted the sagging spirits of his 
countrymen with that sensational re- 
venge victory of his in Las Vegas. 


You don’t like Manny Pacquiao? 


chronicle Pacquiao's golden exploits, а 
major chapter not only in sports but in 
our national history as well. 

It may be exaggerated, but Jan. 21, 
2006, 
Morales to avenge a previous loss, could 


‘when, Pacquiao conquered 


equal in importance, if not in signifi- 


BARE EYE 
c uw 


Ves 

Recah xe 
Trinidad. 
report to Mania ihe business center was 
ded, the Floppy system in my outdated 
machine would not work 1 had to bother 
Nick Giongeo of Mania Bulletin, a very 
abie reporter in his sleep to beg for the use 
of fis compute 

Before that, there wes one night when 1 


the first fight against Morales last March. 

“Noon ko lang nalaman, pwede kang 
mamatay sa boxing (И was only then 1 
realized you could get killed inside the 
boxing ring),” Asuncion told me when he 
strayed into my room at the Vagabond 
Inn around Hollywood before Team Pac- 


сіло drove to Las Vegas on Jan. 16. 


1 didn't have to ask Asuncion. He 
readily proceeded with his tale and 
claimed how terrified he was when he 
saw Pacquiao had blood in his urine. 
This came, he said, after Pacquiao had 
absorbed ‘savage ‘body blows from 


Morales. 
“Maitim nga yung dugo sa ihi 


had to use my cellphone to text over 30 


Anyway this stint had proved quite uying 
for your reponer here, not because of the 


task of chronicling Pacquiao's path to glory. 
Ie jus so happened that, at times, trans- 
mining our stories had bordered on the im- 


possible. Like that point when we got 
Stranded for five hours on our way to Las 


Vegas after a vehicle in our convoy suffered 
elecırical trouble. 
We arrived in Vegas past midnight and, 


with no availble system to transmit our 


paragraphs to Manila after the e-mail sys- 
em in our office bogged down. 
No, this is not a lament. But I do apolo- 
- gize for being a nuisance. | would also like 
- 10 thank my friend Nick Giongeo for that 
gracious act of accommodating a county- 
5 maindaues. 
Now let me share with you what Greg 
|, Asuncion daimed he saw in the dugout 
where he and Pacquiao had rushed after 


Of course, 1 myself had been witness 
to boxers suffering this painful, bloody 
fate after losing fights. 

But it was not only the dark blood in 
the urine that led Asuncion to swear 
that Pacquiao had been badly beaten in 
is first match with Morales. 

“Si Manny mismo nagsabi talagang 
nahirapan at nasaktan siya. Malakas, 
magaling at magulang daw ang kalaban 


(Manny himself confided he felt terrible. 
Morales was great, big and foxy),” Asun- 
Gon explained. 

Based on reports, there may never be a 
reunification between Pacquiao and Asun- 
соп, his closest aide in the first fight 
against Morales. 

‘But, to those who may have been won- 
dering about the true impact of Pacquino 
оп the lives of Filipino, listen to what 
Asuncion had to say. 

"Alam mo naman dito sa LA, second 
dass citizen tayo, Pero pag nalamang 
kababayan tayo ni Pacquiao, gumaganda 
ang tingin sa atin (We're second-class citi 
zens here in LA, but others see us in a dif- 
ferent light because of Pacquiao), he said. 

Pacquiao, needless to say is а mighty, 
sifted boxer 

But he would have been stuck in the bak- 
ery, where he first worked, or in any con- 
struction site, if not for his warriors heart. 

Hemingway Б right War s the province 
of danger and therefore courage, above ай 
things, is the first quality of a warrior 

Dont ask anymore why Manny Pac- 
quino is extra special. 
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SPORTS 


pa Federer ducks 
upset, claims 
Aussie crown 


DALLAS guard Josh Howard hangs on to the rim after dunking against Utah's Jarron Collins (31) and Deron Wiliams. xe 


Howard fans Dallas’ streak; 
Duncan sparks solid Spurs 


DALLAS—JOSH HOWARD SCORED 
24 points to spark a streaking Dallas 
Mavericks to an eighth straight victory, 
downing the Utah Jazz, 103-89, at the 
‘American Airlines Center on Saturday. 
Dirk Nowitzki added 21 points for 
the Mavericks despite suffering an ankle 
injury that forced him to leave the game 


late in the first quarter 


The German power forward ap- 
peared to bein pain after tripping over a 
Utah player and twisting his ankle, but 
he rerumed midway through the sec 


‘ond quarter 


He took just eight shots in the game, 
making six of them and ай eight of his 
free throws, the majority after returning 


to he game 


Dalles (34-10) kept pace with the 


San Antonio Spurs 


he Midwest Di: 
vision with the win, staying tied with 
the defending NBA champions for the 
best record in the Westem Conference 


Dallas led, 51-42, at the half and shot 
SS percent ro thwart any potential Utah 


and second best overall in the NBA be- 


hind the Detroit Pistons. 


work ofthe Jazz f 


Years Eve. 
"The NHIs Dallas Stars 


1 FOUND IT HARD TO BELIEVE 
that even though boxing made 
them rich and famous, Manny 
Pacquiao, the peoples champi- 
оп; Ms Laura Elorde, wife of the 
late Gabriel “Flash” Elorde; and 
Fil-Am sensation Brian Viloria, 
the newly crowned World Box- 
ing Council junior flyweight title- 
holder, would be so vocal to 
show aversion to the sport. 

Said Pacquiao (of his 10th 
round demolition of Mexican idol 
Erik Morales): "Parang madaling 
tingnan, pero napaka-hirap alaga 
lt looks so easy, but it is not; its 
really very tough)" He added he 
would not encourage his sons (5- 
year-old Emmanuel Jt and 4- 
yearold Michael Stephen) to 
pursue a career in boxing, noting 
the dangers inherent in it 

For her par, the 77-year-old, 
Tokyo University educated Laura 
Elorde said, “Ever since Bay 
(Gabriel) died on Jan. 2, 1985 
when he was only 49, 1 have 
stopped watching boxing bouts. 
Kasi hanggang ngayon. kapag 
nakikita kong tinatamaan. ang 
boksingero parang si Bay ang 
tinatamaon. 1 can feel the pain 
every time a boxer gets hit." Lau- 
+a, by the way, correctly predicted 
а Pacquiao victory over Morales 
in their rematch, 

“1 know death surrounds us 
every time we climb the ring,” 
said Viloria, who will be making 
his first defense of the WBC 
crown on Feb. 18 at the Alladin 
Hotel in Las Vegas against former 
champion Jose Antonio Aguirre. 

А college student in Hawaii, 
Viloria lamented the spate of ring 
fatalities and injuries, including 
the recent death of International 
Boxing Federation. lightweight 
champ Leavander Johnson, who 
died from a severe brain injury he 
suffered in a fight with Jesus 
Chavez at the MGM Grand Hotel- 
Casino in Las Vegas. Viloria also. 
noted that Indonesian boxer An- 
tonius Rahaman lapsed into а co- 
ma after he underwent brain 
surgery following a 6th round 
ТКО loss to Filipino Ayon Naran- 
jo, who in tum, also suffered 
brain injuries after taking а beat- 
ing from Venezuelan Jorge 
Linares in a subsequent fight. 

Viloria added every second 
counts in a boxing bout and it is 
up to the boxer to do what is 
good for him. "A boxer can stop 
the fight on his own. There is no 
need for the referee to stop the 
fight or for his comer to throw in 
the towel when he knew he was 
already hurting.” 

Around the world more than 
500 boxers have died in the ring 


Unbelievable aversion 
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or suffered injuries since he Mar- 
quis of Queensberry Rules were 
introduced in 1884. In the Philip- 
pines, some 20 boxers have died 
while many more have suffered 
brain injures, induding those 
who are disabled, desitue and 
blind. Too many people have 
been paying lip service to save he 
ailing pro boxing indusay, but 
hardly anybody has been making 
a substantial progress. 

"Boxing, without question, isa 
poor man's spo. tisa sport that 
pulls 
pis. 5ш, one can count with his 
fingers the lucky few who made 
ipod and smuck gold, among 
them Hall of Famer Flash Elorde, 
the late Tirso del Rosario, the 
pride of Tondo; and now Manny 
Pacquiao, who has eamed 
enough money to fil his pockets 
for several feces 

Speaking of Pacquiao, th 
no ther Filipino boxer at present 
who can fil the fight venue to ca- 
pacty like him. Gone were the 
good old days of Pancho Vila, Ce- 
ferino Garcia, Dado Marino, Tirso 
del Rosario, Speed Cabanela 
Bonnie Espinosa, Litle Cesar 
Dommy Ursua, Fas Elorde, 
Rene Barrientos, Ben Vilaflor, 
Young Terror, Baby Lorona, Dan- 
ту Kid, Roberto Cruz, Pedro 
Adigue, Bernabe Vilacampo, Er- 
bito Salavaria, Frank Cedeño, 
Lusto Espinosa, Dodie Boy and 
Geny Peñalosa and Rolando 
Navarre 

"There only one Manny Pac 
чшао/ said Amateur Boxing As- 
sociation of the Philipines presi- 
dent Manny Lopez. 


IN BEHALF OF BERT, THANK 
YOU. Eversince we first came out 
with a plea for help for colleague 
Bert Cuevas, Manila Standard To- 
day spons editor, many friends 
and acquaintances have been of- 
fering concern for an ailing bud- 
dy Gus Villanueva ofthe Journal 
Group said several kind heared 
people have already called him to 
extend support. “We have to help 
him," he said. 

ТУ analyst Ed Picson and jazz. 
artist Richard Merk are slated to 
hold a fund«aising concert for 
Bert Cuevas, a diabetic and an- 
other ailing colleague, Butch 
Maniego, who needs a kidney 
transplant 


The Mavericks have won 11 of their 

past 12 games and returned home after 

а perfect 5.0 road trip to make easy 
their latest win. 

tah has lost two straight and four 

ош of five to fall wo games under the 

500 mark for the first time since New 


inthe day in the same arena, beating 
Detroit Red Wings, 2-1, in а shootou 
making it the first time both teams 
played in the facility back-to-back. 


their good form by downing the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves, 102-88, in San 


while Tony Parker scored 25 points. 
In Washington, 
32 points as the Wizards - 
jury riddied Charlotte Bobcats, 107-97. 
in Philadelphia, Qyntel Woods scored 
24 points as the 76ers beat the New 
9176, despite playing 


without Allen iverson. Reuters 


BUICK GOLF 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA— 
Top-ranked Roger Federer 
claimed his seventh Grand Slam 
title Sunday, overcoming an early 
challenge from unseeded Marcos 
Baghdatis to win the Australian 


Open, 5-7, 7-5, 6-0, 6-2. 

Stepping up his game as the match wore on, 
Federer's experience under pressure showed, 
running off 11 straight games to take control 
from 5-5 in the second set. 

The 24-year-old Federer won Wimbledon and 
the US Open last year and will be seeking a non- 
calendar year Grand Slam in May on the day аг 
Roland Garros, where his best performance маз 
reaching the semifinals in 2005. 

Afer becoming the first man since Pete Sam- 
pras (Wimbledon and US Open in 1993 and 
“Australian Open in 94) to win three consecutive 
ses Ror bce Ami io. 

He repeatedly had to take time to gather him- 
self after e got the champions trophy from Rod 
Laver, the last man to sweep ай four Grand Slam. 
events in the same year in 1969. 

“1 guess its all coming out now, Federer said. 
“Ive had some hard speeches, but this one is a 
ize rough right now" 

Не thanked Laver, his voice breaking one last 
time, then embraced the 67-year-old Australian. 

Even Baghdatis’ rowdy fans, who grew in 
number as he knocked off second-seeded Andy 
Roddick, No. 4 David Nalbandian and two other. 
seeded players in the tournament, couldnt help. 
the Cypriot rally th 

Не sell was flying high despite the loss. 

"Is а dream come true,” Baghdatis said after 


na 
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t 
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FEDERER: Survives early scare ГА 


having to playfully shush his cheering fans. "ts 
just amazing. | love everybody watching in 
Cyprus. Kisses” 

Hingis triumphs 

Meanwhile, Marina Hingis has Grand Slam 
site jus а month ino her comeback from a 
three year retirement due to injuries. 

"ings, who lost in the singles quarterfinals to 
Kim Clijsters, combined with Mahesh Bhupathi 
to win the mixed doubles championship, beating 
Daniel Nestor and Elena Likhovtseva, 6-3, 63. 

"I anyone asks me why I came back, this is 
why, the dream of being back on cour, of win 
hing major les” Hingis said at the trophy pre- 
sentations AP 


Top guns take their act to final round 


plete with hang gliders seing 
ifs, Torey Pines is a dassie golf course. 

Setin motion by Phil Micke! 
the days action was carried К 
‘Woods's inward 32 as both behemoths got 
contention. К was capped by a pair of birdie 
putsat the par 18th that eamed Sergio Garcia 
and Rod Pampling a share of 
der par 205. 

Garcia and Pampling each fred a 4-un 
and theyll be joined in today's final group by 
Woods, who shot 67 to sit one back, бей with 


per Parnevik (73). 

“Thad a chance to go really low” said Mickel- 
son in reference to his four birdie, Spar outward. 
nine. “However, Im stil in striking distance, as 


'event— speaks the rut 
eight players are within three of the lead and 14 
are within five. Of course, the fact those ranked 
No. 1 (Woods), 4 (Mickelson), and 6 (Garcia) 
ге most prominent is the sort of 
mt organizers dream about as 


Sun, Team-fun, and Live 


each marquee name had a rum atop the leader- 
board 

First, Mickelson. He started the day six be- 
hind, but with his fth birdie of the day at the 
21-yard, par-3 11th, the lethander was 11 un- 
der and in front by one because Jobe, the sec 
‘ond-round leader lost three shots going out and 
fell to 9 under Surely it was stuff that pleased 
Mickelsoris hometown fans, only he bogeyed 
three of the next six holes to fall behind a charge 
that looked so familiar No surprise that it was 
authored by Woods, who stared the round sev 
еп shots back and ted for 22d. 

^L put myself into position," said Woods, who 
started slowly. When he followed a birdie at the 
par sich with a bogey at the par-4 seventh, be 
was 5 under, stil seven back, but Woods remind- 
ей himself that this was Torrey Pines, where he 
has three victories and five other top-10 finishes. 

While Mickelson was struggling down the 
stretch, it was a different story for Garcia and 
Pampling, both of whom had begun the day five 
behind Jobe. Garcia, the 26-year-old Spaniard 
fell further behind when he made a double bo- 
gey at the par second, but he went bogey free 
from there on and fought to 10 under when he 
knocked a 5 iron to 16 feet at the 502-yard, par- 
4 12th and sank that. New York Times News Ser- 


SERGIO Garcia will have alot of hard work 
to do, with Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson 
lurking behind. т 


Band Music Dazzle Riders 
at Cebu Jamboree 


ЭМ REMIGIO, Cebu Island — Around 500 riders came from all 
over Central Visayas. Almost every city and municipality in Cebu 
Island wes represented by at least one Honda rider joining the Honda 
Motorcycle Jamboree in Cebu. For most of the riders this was their 
first Motorcycle Jamboree experience in their lifetime. The riders 
Profile represented a demographic snapshot of Philippine society 
oday--students, teachers, employees, professionals, and the diversity 
in the riders’ age profile was as wide as the expanse between the 
deep blue sea and the wide open sky. One group from Escalante, 
Negros Occidental crossed the sea (Tañon Sirait) by ferry boat just 
зо not to miss out on their most awaited event this season—The 
Honda Motorcycle Jamboree in Cebu. The chosen venue for the 
January 21 and 22 Visayas leg of Honda's 1st Jamboree Series 
was Саза Del Mar Golf and Dive Resor located in Barangay Mano, 
San Remigio, Cebu Island. 


The Luzon and Mindanao legs of Honda's 1st Jamboree Series 
wore held earlier in Caliraya Springs, Cavinti, Laguna in May 2005 
ard in Eden Nature Park in Davao in December 2005, respectively. 
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Team RP brings 
victory act to EK 


MEMBERS OF THE VICTORIOUS TEAM PHILIP- 
pinas continue their celebration with a day of fun, 
fast action and thrils at the Enchanted Kingdom 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, on Wednesday. Globe Tele- 
com and Peps! Cola join the country's only world 
lass theme park in hosting a victory bash for the 
athletes, who won for the Philippines its first 
overall championship in the 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games. The athletes are expected to arrive at the 
facility at 3 p.m. "Enchanted Kingdom is very 
happy to welcome and host this event for Team. 
Philippines,” said EK president Mario O. Mamon. 
ir glory is the country's pride and we hope 
they enjoy the Enchanted Kingdom experience.” 


9 MONTIS AFTER HAIR TRANSPLANT 
100% Natural 
10096 Permanent 
100% Мо Maintenance} 
Ий took 10-15 years for you to lose 


your hair, doesn't mean it has to 
take a long time to get it back! 


| 


FORMER Milo Marathon ladies queen Estela. 
Mamac-Diaz heads back to Kidapawan with a 
safe l-im lead over Nichiren Parenio and 
Mitchzelle Tatad. “Hindi pa sana ako lalaro 
ngayon, pero kailangan ko ng pera dahil 
ipapagamot ko si nanay,” said Diaz, 33. 


Valentine Sale 


MILO MARATHON KICKOFF 


Diaz wins for ailing 
1nom; Boncit scores 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—ESTELA MAMAC-DIAZ RE- 
turned to the winner's circle along with Jonel Boncit 
yesterday as they ruled the kickoff leg of the 30th 
National Milo Marathon that wound up in front of 
the Kidapawan City Hall here yesterday. 

‘Diaz, who finished second in the national finals last year, 
came to yesterday's 21 qualifying race determined to cap- 
ture the leg ide and the P10,000 cash purse and won con- 
vincingy 

"Thad to run because I needed the money for my sick 
mother” said the 33-year-old runner from Davao Ску in 
Filipino after completing the course in one hour, 41 min- 
utes and 14 second. 

Diaz, the 2004 leg champion who was dethroned in the 
finals last year by fellow Davaoefia Jho-an Banayag, now 
has 10 months to train for the finals. 

Also advancing to the 2006 national finals in Metro 
Manila on Dec. 10 are second placer Nichiren Parenio 
(2:05:08) and third placer Mitchzelle Tatad (2:30:00). 

Bonci, who was disqualified from the 21K race last year 
because he was underaged, scored as an 18-year-old in the 
Kidapawan City run. 

But while the competition was not as tough as in the 
Davao leg, he said the course was twice as hard because of 
the uphill dimb to the finish. 


Aversity runner from University of Mindanao in Tagum, 
Davao, Bonci finished the race in 1:19:37. 

Joining him in the 42K finals in December are second 
placer Raul Lamprea (1:20:22) of Holy Cross of Davao Col- 
lege and Elmer Bartolo (1:22:19) of University of Min- 
danao. 

Local favorite Isidro Vildosola, the amputee who topped 
last year's opening leg and won two gold medals in the 
‘Asean ParaGames last month, settled for fifth place behind 
Gilbert Maluyo of Kidapawan City 

“It was tough because the runners from Davao compet- 
ed here Vildosola said. "Tl xy to do better next year" 

‘While the organizers had declared the qualifying races 
open to all, a runner can only win once in this 30-leg season. 

Kidapawan City Mayor Rodolfo Gantuangco fired the 
starting gun that sent off 4,462 runners. He also later 
helped Philippine Sports Commissioner Leon Montemayor 
hand the trophies and medals to the winners. 

"The marathon finals willbe held in partnership with 
Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, Cebu Pacific, Adidas and 
Powerbar. 

"Topping the SK fun run were Marlon Moralde and Jera- 
буп Marunhay while the 3K age-group winners were Jumar 
Atagan and June Nika Cages in the 69 category and 
“Jonard Silba and Mayjoy Labawan in the 10-12 division. 


SPORTSWATCH 


PBL rivals Forum guests 

THE PROTAGONISTS in this weeks PBL Heroes 
Cup Finals are the main guests in tomorrow's 
РЗА Forum at the main funcion room of he Pan- 


talan Restaurant in Manil. Coach Caloy Garcia of 


ҮЗАТН PAINT FINISH 
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Rain or Shine and his Magnolia counterpart, Koy 
Banal, wil discuss what to expect from thelr re- 
spective teams in the best-of-five titie series that 
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begins Thursday atthe San Andres gym in Mani- 
та. Players and organizers of the Petron Ladies. 
Beach Volleyball tournament, led by former. 
sports commissioner Tisha Abundo, are also ap- 
pearing in the public sports program aired over 
Sports Radio 918 and sponsored by Pagcor and 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 


MCC chess tourneys set 

“THE MOC 1900-below ndhiua Active chess tour- 
rament and the iter School Elementary and High 
Зоо team championships rel ofl on Feb, Sand 
Feb. 16-19, respectively, t St Franci Square at the 
Hakot SM Megamal in Mandaluyong Ciy. The 
7900 овон tourney is open to unrated and rated 
players whose active rains are not over 1800. The 
Gne day event wil employ the sb-round Swiss sys- 
{em with atime conta of 25 minutes per player. 
Fogstaton fee i P250. The eam compton, open 
to al pate and public schools Б died int he 
elementary and high school categories. ach team is 
тад up ol three regular members and one aker- 
tate The average rating of the team must not exceed 


11850. The two-day tourney wil employ the fve- 
round Swiss system wih a time control of 60 min- 
tts per player. Entry fee is P600 per team. Both 
events offer a cash pot of P10,000. For inquiries, call 


Lei C Rizal Highway, Sub Gateway, Sub 
SUEDE innovative St, Sube Bay Indust 
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52 fights up in Makati derby 
FIFTVTWO exciting fights are on tap in a 3-cock der 
taya пе Makati Coliseum wih 8-Meg Derby 
Aes as sponso Copt aficionados can get their 
бош aka discounted price of P300, sald promoters 
Lo Ойша. Rudy Salud эла Witam Co of the WTJ 
Sports and Amusement Corp, Another 3-cock derby 
unfolds on Wednesday wih Capt Leo Magpantay as 
host Entry eis P 400. Entries must be submited 


tomorrow from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. The next PCAP der- 
фу sies on Feb. б. For oer deal, call 896-3545 


You can also buy your copy of the 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in the following outlets: 


We accept subscription services 
in Angeles, Pampanga 


895-6475. Meanwhile, reservation of cockhouses 
{or the Summer Salpukan 6-Cock Derby slated April 
27,28, May 2, 4,6, 11 and 131s now ongoing. Aside 
from the P3 milo cash pot, a Toyota Alis and a 
Toyota Моз wil go to the fastest win champion. The 
champion handler wil taka home P150,000 cash and 
two motorcydes. 


Pacquiao 8-cocker backed 
THE UPCOMING Pacquiao Big Event 8-cock Derby, 
rina scheduled as a one-day affair at the San 
Sinn Colscum. wi instead be held on Feb. and 8 
To accommodate more atis. participant must 
horde the 4-cock elimination round on Feb. to 
uy for te 4-coocnamplonsi on Feb. 8. Man- 
Ту Paquiao is co-sponsor of the derby, which wi be 
presenta by ататеп Cockers Association of the 
Priippines (GAP), SJC management and Sagu- 
‘paan, Gomplexor 3000. A welcome pay в beg 
тездей lot Pacquiao by GCAP members and SIC 
management on Feb. 3 at Shangrila Hotel EDSA. For 
шге, cal 0917-8041601 and look for Ae 


Candelaria tilt under way 
THEGSTH ection of the prestigious Candelaria 7- 
Cock Derby kicke ofl at na lolo Coliseum yester- 
day Thunderbird Power Feeds backs the derby dan- 
s P7 mion in cash prizes tor an entry teo of 
Ра 000 and a minimum bot of P2,000. Hosted by 
Gino Tisay, assisted by The lolo Sportsman, In. 
the derby also lured тогип lirastrs from ha 
ied States, amang them Tommy Green ot Vir- 
diria Jerry Adkins and Jason Campbell Arkansas, 
бв естип, Ray Boles, Bobby Farid and Jm- 
bo Cox The first batch of participants clashed in the 
cook quay round supported by Thunderbird 
Ban XP yesterday. Th romain ens colide 
Today and tomorrow in the ун backed by Thun- 
dar Baby Stag Booster. Tha Thunderbird Pat 
im 3 coo nas ОТ on Thursday. 
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zz 13 old and new Pinoy films cue. 
showing in Rotterdam fest ё" 


By Bayani San Diego jr. " Y festival director Philip 
ut "Sa North Diver- 
‘THIRTEEN OLD AND NEW а А be shown at the 19th 
films are being seree han gapore International Film Festival 
ih (SIFF), scheduled from April 13 to 

29. 
А product of last year’s Cinema 
film festival, Marasigan’s 
ill be joining four works 


т "s The Free Program. — 

April date is by Lav Diaz, Mes de 

Meanwhile, digital filmmaker Den- Guzman, John Torres and Khavn de la 
nis Marasigan has accepted the invi- Cruz were showcased in SIFE 


now open. 


PROMO EXCLUSIVE FOR NE PACIFIC MALL ONLY 


Turning Japanese FE zx ё NE Pacific Mall 


ЗЕ КМ, 111 MAHARLIKA HIGHWAY, CABANATUAN CITY 
TELNO.: (048) 453-5181 


Director Rob Marshall on how he is | mpa ai ME LUN 
survived the set of 'Memoirs of a Geisha, : . — SMMolino SM Valenzuela 
where three languages were spoken — as ae 


[rx 


By Alexis L, Loinaz The movie tells the Cinderellalike tale of a 
Contributor yor pre-war Japan who is sold to a 
zei 


EW YORK CITY—SAY œ 

“Sayonara!” to uninspired — 
Hollywood casting: 

it looks like Tinseltown is and savagery of 5 E 

turning Japanese. di chc ascendit te киби uk a pka aea REI 
"Membis of a Geisha,” which his mosccelebrated gei imus : 

Manda theaters anytime доп, eres suc of an elusive love 

an explosive cat of top Asian actor Ziyi Zhang (crouching. Tiger 

Md ies ийер! moment in Asian ac: Hidden Dragon”) 5 the heroine; Michel 

tors continuing invasion of Hollywood Yeoh (Tomorrow Never Dies”) is her mentor, OW OPEN: SM SAN LAZARO I 780-2324 10125 FER 
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January 29 & 30,2006. 
Glorietta Activity Center, Ayala! 
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| now thru Febuary 26 
Every P300 single receipt purchase 
in Snack Exchange Department 
entitles customer to a 
FREE TOTE BAG 


My!SPLoad's Internet na simbilis ng text. 


24/20 24 hours straight. P20 lang! wax: 


1 Day Unlimited Just text MyISP to 483. 
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PENS FEB.8 | Ü iU xs p 
“BATMAN BEGINS” - i | - 


THE YOUNG contenders prove there is much talent to be discovered still around the country. 


| A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION | | 
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By Nini Valera 


ROBERT VILLAR JR. 


‹ тока deep breath be- 
for he Ъш ino 
SEU, т 


dition of Luha, 


paean to love. 
[ Eyes closed, 
Robert soared with 
Я the high notes. It 
didn't matter that 
CHOP thi 
a 


TANI 4 JEON . à seien 
есед | "ARRELI ' i 
Ems. т JIGSAW IS RACK Са 


TO DISH OUT MORE TERROR. Еи 


He was one of 
more than 400 chil 
dren aged 5 to 12 
from all over the 
Visayas who audi- 
tioned for the reali- 
ty singing contest, 
“Little Big Star," 
which kicks off in 
Cebu City today on 
ABS-CBN, 

“I used to sing 
like Robert,” Nao: 
mi, Roberts moth- 
er, told Ingu 
tertainment in halt 
ing Filipino. “I used 
to carry him in my 
arms and 
That's 
why he loves to 


THE FIRST REAL SCARE FOR 06 БШ 


dreams which 


STARTS FEBRUARY 1 Pho tiny pes 


Le (йб 


| Formore TV schedules: 
4. Viitww.CllokTheCity.com or 
wap clickthectty.com. 
2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for. 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PRP2.50 
per SMS sent 
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кололи ENTERTAINMENT 
Cross Your A! Ti 


(Inquirer Entertainment is running a list of $ 
Valentine shows to choose from, starting today. 

To help concert goers along, we asked the fea- | 
tured performers а uniform set of questions, in- 
cluding why they think their show would be the 1 
best pick) 


Divas in sync 


"Hearts in Season" 
Stars: Janet Basco, Ivy Violan and Dulce 
Guests: George Tagle and Miguel Castro. 
Musical director: Toti Puentes. 
Stage director: Rico Mortel 
Venue: Rigodon Ballroom, Manila Penin- 
sula 


When you're not doing a concert, how do. È 
you celebrate Valentine's Day? 


a. 
Janet: Since I've been semi-retired, usually zx \ ©. 


with quiet evenings, having good food and а 
5. relaxing conversation with my > 
AR, bes Johnny. DULCE, Toti Fuentes, Ivy Violan and Janet Basco harmonize on Love Day. 


i go ош of town 


Tuy: We will sho 
tenses. Just having 


What's the most romantic Valentine's Day 
уой ever experienced? 

Janet: Any day can be Valenti 
in love. After 20 years of marr 
ing I'm loved by someone I love is special. 

Tuy: My concert last year, “Му Heart's Love" 
because HE was my date. 

Dulce: Tm still looking forward to that. 


Hehehe! worin Gateway ill DEMO 


What's your dream Valentine's date? 


Janet: Dinner outdoors in Florence. It'll be Û ZATHURA | DONTENEUPONUS | UNDERWORLD 2 
„dusk; there'll be а slight breeze, with the sun pian 2ши rea | 


slowly vanishing on he horizon. pa naa” С Т hag 5 
у: Cozy and serene ambience; Italian | THEMADD wuruca | МАМА esra [NARNIA kovem 


food and red wine at my place. vean/220r416s019a0| 130/220/430)720/950 | FIN WAH DICK & JANE LITLE MANHATTAN sasa 


Dulce: ТЇЇ join my husband fishing and = = 
we'll eat nilagang mani and bayabas at sea. RUMOR HAS IT | LITTLE MANHATTAN 
1220122149 


voit uem 

Other than your partner, who is your fanta- 

зубне? " 
Janet: Colin Firth! мА. CINEMAS 
му: В Gates. 
Dulce: No one comes close to my husband! 


DONT GIVE UP ON US 


What's the most romantic love song ever? 
Janet: “The Island.” There is no sexier 


song. et kj. LF UGHT 


10140016201 ng 
4014911620180 


Ivy: "How Did You Know?" A ram rss — 


NR Never er Say Gob by Wil ира 


If you were not doing a show, who would ARANETA COLISEUM 


jou watch this year? кнен ната 
E Paner and Ivy ‘Andy Williams. PBA FIESTA CONFERENCE MYMP... BEST THE REPEAT 


Dues If ony theres а Nana Mouskouri | care pares яп IS SESAGRIBLL | FEBRUARY З, FRIDAY 8 PM 


уйу should we watch your show? What 
can the ayglience expect? - = = - 
ance is he fear time we are doing a OPENS FEB.1 


show together. Irl] be different because we 


Aessishwenensndwelbessmsowat | MTVe.com & SPIKE Game Awards 


m s WINNERS 
Little Big “CYBER VIXEN OF THE YEAR” ZZ 


Star’ Cebu = 3 


Fromage Att Toms RAIDER. 
KANA when the younger RESIDENT EVIL. 


Started to bring home cash prizes from Е РАМИ 
amateur singing contests in malls and ra- ‘ction Упа of Tia Au 
dio stations in Cebu, Naomi began to 
dream again. 
n this new dream she saw Robert shin 
ing in “Little Big Star.” She also saw her HALF 
selfin him. 
"We are tired of being poor" Naomi Human, 
said, "Robert is our one chance at a better HALF 
Tie." 
This aspiration aspect of "Little Big VAMPIRE, 
Star” is not loston Enrico Santos, business M 
unit head of the show, "Most parents as 5 
pire to make their children bigger than LUSTING, 
‘what they have become,” he said. FOR REVENGE 1 
"e cece Lite Бр Star in Mani ~ 
la has prompted the network to extend the 


є 4 
1 3 
Aa deem 3 


central Philippines. After all, the island 
city is home to pop stars Vina Morales, Sh- 
eryn Regis, Rizza Navales, and lately, Jim- 


"Search for a < 


E enl f #KRISTANNA 


try,” Santos said 


‘which is why there are also plans to LOKEN 


the talent search to Baguio d М È 
festival month, and th STAR-OF "TERMINATOR 3' 
, and then maybe even i Y " 
чона States. 74 ‘Now with a wider collection of jewelry shops and furniture stores at the 
just think of the many talented Fil-Ams 7 | 
overthere," Santos said. 4 MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ Lee Center, you an shop in style with every vt to the new GC 


е кр eas Rocher pent cl { ean or WEE ar Ryu 


ists or singers with perfect techni 
[but] the total package." 
April, the "total package" from Cebu 
ill compere with his counterparts 
"Manila and from all over Luzon and Min- —. 
“danao. BASED ом THE Poruiar MAJESCO Vingo s a 


Meanwhile, Robert Villar Jr. was about ox X-Box, Саме Си 2 
ло sing his solo spot on stage as Sarah Gas ron X-Box, Game Cost & P$ 


Geronimo and about 20 other child con- . 
testants looked оп f | 
“1 hope he makes i,” his mom Naomi ; E ! 
prayed. 
“Little Big Star" in Cebu is hosted by Sh- ы b ^ 


eryn Regis 


Y 
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4 ZATHURA + THX 
215 440 705 930 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


БАНЕ SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


6329118 


6 DONT GIVE UP ON US 
1210 235 500 725 950 
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8 THE MAID 
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4 UNDERWORLD 2 
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1 THE MAID 
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2 DONT GIVE UP ON US 
3RESERVE 
4 RESERVE 


8 THE MAID 
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5 DONT GIVE UP ON US 


1 BEAUTIFUL BOXER. 

2 FUN WI DICK & JANE Sneak Preview 
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5 THE MAID 


BACOLOD s aas 
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5 JUST LIKE HEAVEN 
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1 ZATHURA 

2 DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
3 JUST LIKE HEAVEN 

4 THE FAMILY STONE 

5 JARHEAD 


DASMARINAS С ANGELES . оома 


1JUST LIKE HEAVEN 

2FUN WI DICK & JANE Sneak Preview 
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4ZATHURA 


:STARMILLS 


1 JUST LIKE HEAVEN 
2DONT GIVE UP ON US 

З THE FAMILY STONE 

4 FUN WI DICK & JANE Sneak Preview 
5 SAINT ANGE 
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Oud) 90-8270 
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ILOILO 
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Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
бе Special discounts be volume portus 


Aud 
TOWN : 
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cebu 


AYALA MALLS 


Lovemall! 


LON 
AYALACENTER 


TOWN 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


Sinulog 2006 Exhibit 


January 26 January 6 1026, 2006 - Paseos 


GX ENBELT 


January 23, 2008 


ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, 


Registration for Art Workshops now on-going at 
‘Ayala Museum 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 
Online registration at www.ayalamuseum.org 


AyalaMUSEUM 


AYALA CINEMAS 


кеште your sets by texting SURESEATS ОЗ or SURESEITE G4 to 2323 (obe) or 211 mart) 
erp LAE eite rese com er wes strata. 


Movie schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729 7777 
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CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 2 UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION 


ZATHURA 4 


HALF LIGHT 5 RUMOR HASIT 
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EVOLUTION. THE FAMILY STONE 


SARHEAD 


Be among the first to watch 
at regular admission prices 


ci 
K PREVIEW 


Alabang Town Center 
Glorietta 1 
Glorietta 4 
Greenbelt 3 

Market! Market! 


TODAY 
JAN. 30 (Mon.) & 31 (Tue.) 
MTRCB Rating: PG-13 


Regular run begins February 8 
‘at Ayala Cinemas. 


Customer Serves tert hone o 
© Seca ши natin 962 7272: from 10 
4 "Ter з, rom ты 


AAA AA AAA AAA AAA AA AA AA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA 
All-Digital Cinemas 
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The frun is in the finds - 


ма 2782: from 10am 1o tpm 
Nona ani зип oe 324 


Free Seating Cinemas: P90.00 


(1) Cheaper by the Dozen 2 
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Half Light 


Underworid: Evolution 


The Maid 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Turning 
Japanese 


From page АЗ! 


MONDAY, 
JANUARY 30, 2006 


CINEMA 


CEA EEUU 
А, Catch tho nia marang il Fm s Ce 
бе cre of o mei 
ba ey mana no o м 
Gast Screenplay, 
Ў nost sound Design & Score 
Dicis by Mara Cornejo 
in йай Coro ола Rone Jimenez 
тозду Hone mente An tot Pcs 


Oscar-nominated actor Ken Watanabe ("The 
Last Samurai") is the love interest; and the. 
great Chinese actress Gong Li ("Farewell My 
Concubine”) is an evil stepsister-like antago- 
nist 

Interestingly, the three lead actresses are. 
Chinese, which initially raised some eye- 
brows. 

In a recent interview with the Iugumum, the 
film's director, Rob Marshall (he directed the 
Oscar-winning “Chicago"), spoke about the 
challenges of making such a unique film. He 
candidly talked about his renowned cast, and 
how he survived a film set where three lan- 
guages were simultaneously spoken. 


PROMENADE 


lames отой {җан [27] €» 


Did you feel any pressure from the studio 


to try to anchor the film on a bankable 
зау, Tom Cruise in “The Last 


You know what 
1 was impressed be 
cause the executives 
at Columbia Pictures 
didn't ask for that. 


They gave you carte. 
blanche? 

Yes. It was risky 
and scary for them, 
but ultimately they 
realized that if were. 
gonna do this, we 
have to do it right. So 
Т give them a lot of 
credit. Fortunately, 
they stuck to their 
guns. 


How difficult was it 
to cast this film, 
specifically the lead 
role that went to 
Ziyi Zhang? 

Very difficult. 1 
had casting directors 
in America and Lon: 
don and Japan and 
China. 1 wanted to 
hire foreign actors, 
because 1 really 
wanted a sense of an 
other place and time. 
And there were so 
many demands for 
the lead role—the 
bill was huge. 1 had 
to find an actor who 
could carry the film 
and [have] great 
emotional depth, be 
a beauty be a bril 
liant dancer, and 
then she nceded to 
speak English. 1 met 
many actors, and 
some had a little of 
that and a little of 
this. What Ziyi had 
that nobody else did 
was this inner spirit 
that doesn't give up. 
When 1 met with her, 
she [simply] claimed 
the role. 


What were the chal- 
lenges of working 
with a multilingual 
cast? Ziyi and 
Michelle speak Е 

lish, but Gong Li 
speaks only Chinese. 
and Ken Watanabe 
needs an iner- 
preter. 

It was an honor to 
be working with this 
cast; | couldnt be. 
lieve 1 had assembled 
an allstar сай on 
this level. These are 
the greatest stars in 
their countries, and 
here had them allin 
‘one film. So that was 
exciting. It was diffi- 
cult 100, let me tell 
you. Fd be speaking 
English and It would 
be translated into 
Japanese and Chi- 
mese at the same 
time. Sometimes ac 
tors couldn't speak to 
each other except in 
the scene, in English 
So it was this very 
odd way of working, 
But after a while, af- 
ter weeks of ге 
hearsals, by the time 
we got to the set to 
film, it felt natural. 
To me, grent acting 
transcends language. 


Do you think Holly- 
wood isready for an. 
Asian superstar to 
break imo the 
mainstream? 
‘Theyd better be. I 
think Zyi, Gong Liand. 
Michelle Yeoh arc 
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LIVE IN CONCERT 
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FEBRUARY 25, 2006 
SATURDAY: 8:30 PM, 
SM MEGAMAL I CINEMA 


FEBRUARY 24, 2006 
FRIDAY: 830 PM 
SM MEGAMAN | CINEMA 2 


THE BATTLE” MEMORABILIA 
Available at SM Cinema Snackbars! Grab thom NOW! 


The Battle. 
T-shirt P250.00 


Barrora 
DVD P199 00 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Tamong] the greatest 


SCHEDULED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
пдотіп the world. 


"THE BELEAGUERED FILIPINO MOVIE INDUSTRY 
was heartened earlier this month when the fist lo- 
cal fim of 2006, Joyce Bemnals “Dont Give Up on 
Us! scored а беа hitat the boxoffice. 

"This is a good start for the year for the lan- 
guishing film industry, so hopes are high that 
out moviemakers will be doing better in 2006 
than they did last year 

“This dovetails nicely wih what weve been say- 
ing ай along, that local movies have been down for 
so long that there's nowhere else they can go but 
m4 

So, enough of face bewailing the “death of 
Flipino films, Lets work together, ûlmenakers and 
moviegoers alike, to turn our lms flagging fortunes 
around. 

“After all, the Filipino movie industy is the only 
опе weve got, so lets collectively rush to із suc- 
orm people making ita point to produce good 


Robinsons 
Movieworld 
january 30 831 


galleriarermita-pioneer 
metro eastmnovaliches 
imusesta. rosa-angeles 
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Quite a good start for Film Year 2006 


movies, and viewers go 
ing out of their way to 
suppor them. 

insrucivdy a major 
part ofthe current rescue 
“fox is the rise of digital 

making in these 

pars. 

Some industry ob- 
serves believe that ly 
half of last years feature 
fim output was ош 

tributed by diti 


^ 


Nestor U. Tor: 


movies. In fac, there are those who believe that the > 


табо in favor of digital features is even higher than 
that 

Other encouraging signs: The digital feature, 
“Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros,” is the fist 
Filipino movie to have been tapped for competition 


Opens on 

FEBRUARY 08 
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screening in the prestigious Sundance Fim festival. 
"The good mainstream theater showing of Maxi 
тю Olivers” and “Big Time” also encourages new 
fümmakes o release ther dil moves in the- 
axes, so more people сап see them. 

More new fimmaters are competing in the sec- 
cond Crear cigal festival for aemative fims. 
Ме hope that а бей bach of айу Sims wil 
emerge dis year to join the ranks of sant 2005 
Cinemalaya productions Бе "Maximo, "Big Timer 
торо Arta" ICU Bed No. and “Room Boy” 

Established decor like Eddie Romero, Mar- 
оа Diaz-Abaya snd Laurie Guilen are making 
their own dig features. This enables бет to 
shoot the movies they really want to make, and thus 
farther enriches local audiences viewing options in 
terms of themes, pls and caracters. 

Ironically wide dial fimmakers are moving 
inso new areas, mainstream studios are sil bogged 
down in safe formas Ше fantasy, romance ad 
melodrama. 

‘When wil they get the mesage that todays 
moviegoers are bored with traditional move for- 
as and want to be exceed and surprised by inno- 
vative and edgy film fare? 

‘Venom? 

“THE TERRIFYING dier enon is a voodoo hor 
ror tale set deep in the swamps of Louisiana. hs piot 
теў around а group of teenagers fighting for 
their ives agains а mysesiouse ore, 

Th the fim, voodoo sud up thee spiris of he 

dead and deposits them а suitcase ful of makes 
When a local bad boy meets a grisly demise, the 
sakes are urieashed, and Фе young scourge 5 TS- 
umeed. Leads iade Bijou Philips, Rick 
Cramer aned Agnes Bruckner 
“Fun with Dick & Jane” 
THE NEW comedy fim, “Fun with Dick & Jane” 
Saring Jim Carrey and Tea Leoni, wil have sneak 
previews today and tomorow in sles theaters 
‘The movie has akeady grossed over SIOOM in the 
us 

ie tels the story of an executive (Carrey) whose 
years of tard work finally pay of when hes promot 
to vice president But the company s quickly de 

у an Enron e calamiy- and be i let 


lis wife Jane (Leoni) take 
Ro e e epo 
teach big business a lesson it wont soon forget 


‘Survival kit for the US film biz 
MANY people dream of making it in Hollywood, 
bat only a few succeed because they dont have 
what й takes to survive in that world fim capias 
migue-riented waters 

veteran movie producer David Chasman 
has come up with a survival kit of tips for people 
who want to succeed in the imemational movie 
business—so, rs leam from him by listening to his 
voice of emensive experience. 

"Some on-target úps and quotes fom Chasmaris 
book, tiled, appropriely enough, “Everything 1 
Needed to Know About Succeeding in Hollywood 1 
Learned from My Pi Bull: 

"The greatest testimonial to the vitality ofthe art 

iis that, for a hundred years, it has survived 
he best eons of businessmen to kil i 

‘Screenwriting is a profession in which you 
hove to еер proving your talent 10 people WhO 
have none" 

"Le me tel you something about how studio 
executives relate to movies: They have no love for 
te ve no respec for the cal th 
по grasp ofthe business; they have no knowledge of 
Яз history; and they have no feeling for what 


tions to this melancholy role? Yes. But nor enought 
тайса sige sotsica diference” 

"The studio executive who gants out by saying. 
пе me be peke honest with you; is usually 
abourtotel a e” 

“able studio executives (there are a handful) 

x they should funcion as gende mid- 

of movies. The тау however. 

are preoccupied with desperate апетрэ to asso 
themselves with hits, distance themselves 


—as if his every transient, halfassed, lunatic whim 
represented some immutabie criterion of favdess- 


Enough of 
bewailing 
the ‘death’ 
of Filipino 
movies; 
let’s work 
together to 
turn things 


“For the great majority of fim people, working 
ars an amazing resemblance to unem- 

ployment 
“The power ofa superstar is not mystical; it has 
a sound economic basis, А superstar decides he likes 
ap an suddenly 100 pope have wek paying 


"The production and distribution of motion pic- 
tures Б so chaney that it makes bering on horses 
seem ike a solid, wis predictable business” 

“ла the baroque logic of modem Holywood, ће 
studio bales that someone who has produced 
four consecutive Пор is a safer bet than someone 
who has yet to produce a fim. And the producer of 
six consecutive ops is frequently hired to run the 
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A Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates. 
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general, echo the opinions of heir su- 


savagely compet 


i wood, Simmaking failures have very few fiends. 


fiends aalis angeson” 

wood, any raging egomaniac who 
wields enough money to ryrannize everybody in the 
immediate vicinity is described as a perfectionist 
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Private ШП. Ca optimistic on 06 growth 
Move Date BSP poll shows GDP seen expanding by only 4.8% „бта вен 


i юп of 6 percent while Credit 
THE PHILIPPINE ECON: Most of How consumer spending down. _ Lyonnais likewise gave the lowest 
omy will likely expand s m bythe BSP i= - Howie the BSP said private forecast of 23 percent 
А Үү un 5 sector araya ackowedged hat T inflation forecast 

by only 4.8 percent this yon domestic D А e Bi ng 
year, or way below the whileinfation 5 mu: 
ements minimum $: 197.2 peren Hear be. Ban k "po d ‘gave the lowest forecast 
target of 5.7 percent, ac- dm а ut he E: Up P for its part, аа ine 

ed their x Devek в. fation this year to ange between 
cording toa Bangko Sen- об T E 755 and 8-1 percent, peaking dur 
tral ng Pilipinas poll of © х 


21 private institutions. 
US firm 
bullish 


on RP 
ng eiae heme | (Before running this ad, the publication investigated if this was for real.) 


percent by Feb. 1, the BSP noted. Trust’ Co, ie oil prices, which could of 3.¢ percent. PRIVATES 


Каа 
economic. growth 
higher than the pre 
vious years. 

“We believe that 
the government of 
President Macapa 
gal-Arroyo will con- 
tinue to reduce its 
deficit in 2006, the 
current account will 
largely owing to the 
growth of overseas 
tances, and foreign 
investments. 


Nou The Ford Explorer XLT. 
Now P1.795 million. 


target of reducing the 
budget deficit to only 
P125 billion this year 
would be achieved 
with ease, coming 
from a positive mo- 
ım last year. 
1n 2005, the budget. 
deficit was trimmed to 


erated by the u 
department 


investments jn 
lenominated 
instruments and divi 
dends бот state- 
owned firms. 
Bear, Stearns said 
it expected the gov- 
to pr 
of its power-re: 
ted assets this year 
to further help 
prove its fiscal 
1t said the 
pines would likely 
achieve a gross domes 
tic product (GDP) 
growth of between 5 
and 6 percent this year. 
‘The National Eco- 
nomic and Develop: 
ment Authority (Ne 
da) said the country’s 
GDP growth likely 
hovered between 4.8 
и$намүвз 
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Fiscal management 101 


GOOD NEWs: THE GOVERNMENT DID 
mot overspend as much as it intended to in 
. 2005, 

"The governments fiscal deficit, or the exces 
of its expenditures over its revenues, amount- 
edl to P146.5 billion for the full year 2005, well 
below the P180 billion projected for the year 
and the P187 billion posted in 2004. 

"Total revenues of P795.7 billion exceeded the. 
target by 1.6 percent, while government spend- 
ing amounting to P942.2 billion was also P21.2 
billion or 2.2 percent ess than programmed. 

Notso good news: things could have been 
alot better, not for the combined colle 
Shortfall of P21.9 billion incurred by the Bu 
Teau of Internal Revenue (BIR) and the Bu- 

` -reau of Customs (BOC). BIR was off its target 
SEPS47 billion by P12.4 billion, or 2.3 percent 
Ez shore BOC was offits P151.2-bilion target by 
2} po. billion, or6.3 percent short. 
#23 Non-recurring revenues 

Nore that the spending cutback was about as 
big as the collection shortfalls. Thus, without 
these shortfalls, goverment wouldn't have had 
to hold back on its spending. I is of course pos- 
sible that part of the under. spending represent- 
ed actual savings without sacrificing results. 

"That would be genuinely good news. But 
even if this were the case, government could 
have avoided borrowing as much as it did to 
finance the deficit, if only tax collections had 
met targets. 

‘But wait a minute. I total revenues exceed- 
ed the target, but tax collections fell far short, 
Where did the excess revenues come from? 

Tn the 1990s, we used to get a lot of "non- 
recurring revenues” from proceeds of privati- 
zation-—e. selling off government assets. 
Not anymore. Most of what the government 
should or could sell had already been sold. 
Sale of the remaining big-ticket items, like che. 
National Power Corporation and the power 
transmission company Transco, continue to 
be held back by legal and financial hurdles 


Treasury earnings 
"This time, it was not privatization, but the 
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No FREE LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


interest income from the huge amounts of 
cash held and invested by the National Trea- 
sury that saved the day. 

‘They made P70.6 billion in interest earn- 
ings in 2005, almost double their targeted 
P36.6 billion. How could Treasury hold and 
invest such large sums of money that they 
could in turn “play with” in the money mar- 
kets? Don't we keep saying that the govem- 
ment is cash-strapped? Well, not quite—for 
two reasons. 

‘One, Treasury often borrows money ahead 
of actual need. They do this in order to take 
advantage of lower borrowing costs when 
such opportunities arise with the movements 
in interest rates or exchange rates. 

Two, the Department of Budget and Man- 
agement (DBM) may, for one reason or anoth- 
er, delay release of funds for projects of vari- 
ous agencies and local governments, even 
though the money is actually there. 

We perennially hear government agencies 
or local governments complain about such 
delayed budget releases. DBM's frequent de- 
fense is the need for cash management: the 
money may still be tied up in money market 
investments, or even if there was free cash, 
government may still wish to make additional 
money out of short-term investments with the 
funds. 

"The longer DBM can delay release of funds, 
the more Treasury can earn interest income 
from the money. 


At what cost? 

Obviously, these Treasury earings can 
come at a cost. Budget delays can be costly to 
the economy as a whole when agency and 


gS е босч олие ома 


LGU projects suffer as а result, especially 
when timely releases are critical to achieving 
desired results. 

Delay in budget releases for a Department 
of Health program to combat an epidemic сап 
be outright disastrous, for example. Or con- 
struction projects can incur large cost over- 
runs when work that should be done in the 
dry season slides into the rainy season due to 
budget delays. 

It is worth asking, then, whether the costs 
of project delays that result from delayed 
fund releases are worth the additional rev- 
enues earned by Treasury from idle cash bal- 
ances. 

їп 2005, Treasury made P34 billion more 
than they expected. How much of this were 
earnings from funds that came about because 
budgets for certain infrastructure projects 
were deliberately withheld? 

Indeed, both the second and third quarter. 
GNP/GDP growth figures for 2005 show pub- 
lic construction not just slowing down, but 
falling by 4.8 percent from their correspond. 
ing 2004 levels —a tremendous drop that had 
ап impact on the overall economy's perfor- 
mance and ability to generate jobs. 


Keynes lives 

Ош lowerthan-programmed government 
defit в received as good news in the fina 
Gal markers. And it should be, as it indicates 
improving macroeconomic sabiity especial- 
Iy given the fiscal crisis our government has 
found sel in. 

But аз the above discussion shows, and as 
basic economies teaches us, а lower deficit 
may not be an entirely good thing 

“John Maynard Keynes got his name into 
the economies textbooks by demonstrating 
that joblessness and a sluggish economy may 
be overcome via increased deficit spending 

im ош case, longer-term macroeconomic 
stability can come at the cost of отчета 
conomic wellbeing, and vice vers a bal- 
ancing act our economic managers face con. 
Sandy You cant havea free lunch 

Gomments welcome at chabiro@ateneo edu 


ning 


shares from the marker within 
the first quarter to further raise 
its stake in PLDT to about 10 to 


NTT DOCOMO, JAPAN'S LARGEST 
mobile player, tomorrow will sign 
ап agreement to buy the 7-percent 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. stake of its affiliate, NTT 
Communications Corp company mi 
sources said. 

The Japanese 3G operator, ас- 
cording to sources, is also plan- 
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URC, RFM to tap 
new export marts 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


UNIVERSAL ROBINA CORP (URC) 
expects its exports this year to hit 
$20 milion, 240-percent jump from 
las years figures, said URC regional 
export manager Cario Villaraza. 

Villaraza said during the recent 
Good News Kapihan at the Tav- 
егп On The Square in Makati that 
URC has named five priority mar- 
kets for its biscuits and snacks, 
and possibly its C2 beverage. 

Food and beverage giant RFM 
Corp. is also looking at growing 
its export business. 

RPM vice-president 
Madarang said during the Kapi- 
һап that RFM planned to tap the 
$1.5-billion halal market. 

Halal refers to food that Muslim 
dietary laws allow Muslims to eat. 

АРМ export products include 
mixes under its White King flour 
brand, such as bibingka, puto 
mix, and its Selecta Moo choco- 
late milk brand. 


Madarang said АРМ expected 
to boost export sales this year to 
around $7 million from $3.4 mil- 
lion last year. 

Villaraza, on the other hand, 
identified its target markets as 
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, 

“Our vision is to globalize the. 
Jack & Jill brand. We are starting 
"with countries nearby that are 
strategic; Villaraza said. 

He told Ingumen separately that 
URC was looking at distributing its 
green tea C2 drink in South Korea. 

То boost its international opera- 
tions, URC put up two factories in 
China, and one each in Thailand In- 
donesia, Malaysia and Vietnam. 

REM, meanwhile, currently ex 
ports products to 35 countries, 
the bulk of which goes to the 
United States of America, Cana- 
da, Hawaii and Guam. 

1 also exports to the Middle 
East, Pacific Islands, India, Eu- 
rope and Japan. 


Imelda 


DoCoMo to buy 796 of PLDT 
from Japan affiliate NTT 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


12 percent. 

"The board of directors of PLDT 
is also expected to approve in to- 
тотон meeting the entry of 
NIT DoCoMo into the country’s 
largest communications company. 

DoCoMo affiliate NTT Com- 

ations, which holds 13.98 
percent of PLDT, will end up with 
about seven percent stake in the 
Philippine firm. 

First Pacific Co. Ltd, the Hong 
Kong-based conglomerate and 
PLDT' largest shareholder, said 
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PROBLEM SOLVING and. 


MAKING DECISIONS SEMINAR 


PUBLIC SEALED AUCTION 


WHOLE SUBDIVISION 


Brgy. Cabuco, Trece Martires City, Cavite 
Land Area : 34,485 sqm. 


Deveioped Portion 
Physical Attributes: 
+ Ready to sell 44 residential low-cost units 


0,845 sqm. 


+ Ready to sell 81 residential lots with an average 


cut of 60 sqm. (7,500 sqm. total) 


February 14-16 * 6 Roads lots and easements 

+ 2 lot for Parks! Playground 

+ with 30,000 gallon overhead tank 
+ with right of way 

+ with electric access 

+ with drainage 


After the program, the participants will 

be able to: 

* Face problems and make decisions with 
renewed confidence 

* Reinforce their authority and credibility 
with proven problem solving and decision 
making techniques 

+ Analyze situations more comprehensively 
to arrive at the best solution 

+ Anticipate potential problems, assess risks 
and weigh alternatives to come up with 
the best decisions and solutions 

= Hamess support mechanism that will give 
rise to better solutions and decisions 

* Communicate decisions to team members 
to reinforce his power, authority and 
credibility 

+ Consistently implement and follow- 
through ondecisions 
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ŁASSERTIVENESS SEMINAR! 


Undeveloped Portion : 23,640 sqm. 
Physical Attributes: 

* Rolling terrain 

+ Small forest of 10 year old trees 


February 14-16 


` After Ше program, the participants will 

2 be able to: 

e Speak, look and sound assertive 

[> Project competence and credibility 

К> Assert opinions and suggestions with 

ease and confidence. 

* Eliminate manncrisms that are perceived 
by others as passive and shy behaviors 

+ Reply assertively but not offensively 
in threatening situations 

* Express disagreement without being 
disagreeable 


Kilometer Distance: 

+ 300 meters from Aguinaldo Highway 

+3 kms. from Trece Martires City Public Market 

+ 8.5 kms from Gen. Trias City Center 

* 13 kms. from SM Dasmariñas & Robinsons Dasmariñas 


Floor Price : P18,000,000 


To secure a copy of 
“PURCHASE PROPOSAL FORM” and 
complete bid guidelines, please visit us at 
Unit 407 Ark Condominium 
#92 Sierra Madre St., Mandaluyong City 
or you may call us at 
534-9686 or 534-9725, or at 
Cellphone Nos.: 0916-5208890 or 0927-8048262 
and look for 
Ms. Diane or Ms. Jemai 


Va 


ЧАМАЛАУ 


If you want ив to customize a program for 10 
or more of your people, simply call us 
‘and we will gladly design a program for you! 


Ifyou want us to customize a program for 10 


For inquiries & reservations, call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa 
at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 
or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com 


` EK Jensen 


ТИИ EASTER RESULTS! 


For inquiries & reservations, call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa 
at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 
or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com 


Guthrie Jensen 


CONSULIANISIO MANAGEMENT 


[5нАкрЕк SKILLS FASTER RESULTS} 


ANTS TO MANAGEMENT 


Auction Powered By: 


7/F Glass Tower Bldg, Carlos Palanen Jr. St, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 


УЕ Glass Tower Bhig., Carlos Palanca Jr. SL, 
Legaspi Village, Makali City 


THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS. 
The No. 1 Property Auctioneer in the Philippines 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
has approved the application of 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. to is- 

sue upto $125 million in hybrid tier 1 or 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 
BSP okays bid of Metrobank 
to issue $125-M tier-1 capital 


Reporting Standards (IFRS) had set 
ятктег rules on how transactions and 
other cvents should be reflected in fi- 
nancial statements. The standards аге 
now being applied worldwide. 

“With this approval from the BSR 


sue the rights offer” he explained. 
Metrobank remains as the Philip- 
pines biggest bank with consolidated 
assets of P586.5 billion as of Dec. 29, 
2005, P56 billion higher than its cos 
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ош issuance of the hybrid tier capital 
can now progress,” said Metrobank 
president Antonio 5. Abacan Jt. Hy- 
brid tier 1 capital instruments have eq- 
ity-like features that have made them 
acceptable as Tier 1 capital 
They may be in the form of 
unsecured, subordinated debt 
or preferred shares with step- 
up feature. 

Metrobank will issue secu- 
rites that will not be callable 
for 10 years, while coupon 
payments will be deferrable 
and non-cumulative. 

Abacan said Metrobank 
had already adjusted its ас- 
counting system to comply 
with the IAS and IFRS for its 
financial reporting in 2005. 

Inaddition to the hybrid tier 
1 capital, Abacan said that the 
bank would also pursue а pri- 
mary rights offering th к 

"We are now looking. passe eos 


Sore capital, the fist bank to obtain ap- 
proval for this new rype of equity insa 

"The BSPs policy-making Monetary 
Board also approved $1295 milion in 
fresh borrowings by the national gov- 
ernment from Japan's Bank for Imer- 
national Cooperation for the Agno 
River integrated irrigation, according 
to BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr 

"The fresh credit facility has a matu- 
rity of 30 years, inclusive ofa 10-year 
grace period, at an interest rate of 1.5 
Percent a year. 

Metrobank is the first local bank to 
take advantage of the new guidelines 
released by the BSP allowing finan- 
Sal institutions to use hybrid capital 
to address stringent global banking 
requirement. 

ese requirements include the 
shift to the new Intemational Ac 
Counting Standards (IAS) in 2005 and 
the implementation of Basel 2 by the 
Year 2007, The Intemational Financial 


Fort stirrings 


PHILREALTY STARTED ADVER: 
tising last week its second condo- 
minium project in The оп, after 
pre-selling 85 percent of the first 
34-story residential tower in just 
ayear. 

"What the property developer 
did not say was that it had nudged 
up the price of a unit in Icon, as 
the condo project is called, to an 
average of P98,000 a square me- 
тет, From only P90,000/sqm last 
year when the first of the twin 
towers was launched. 

At that price level, the Icon is 
now competing with the likes of 
Serendra, the premium low-level 
condos being developed by Ayala 
Land at the other side of The Fort 
beside Market! Market! 

But then again, the Icon is being. 
built on the last piece of the Mani 
la Golfridge row, offering even 
better vantage point ofthe Central 
Parlelike skyline than its class 
leading neighbor, the Pacific Plaza 
‘Towers, home to Imelda Marcos 
and Manuel V Pangilinan. 

While units in Pacific Plaza are 
in the 300-sqm range, Icon's come 
in more affordable 36-sqm studios 
to 91-sam, two-bedroom units, an 
indication that, despite their re- 
pated fabulous wealth, Manila's 
4005 appetite for high-end, large 
condos had been satiated, 

And it is the middle-class seg- 
ment, particularly the overseas 
medical, IT professionals and for- 
eigners with Philippine links, that 
Icon and the industry are now 
chasing after. 

With only one foreign road- 
show, Icon had already sold 25 
percent of its first tower to over: 
seas buyers. This figure could 
easily rise to 40 percent for the 
next tower, according to project 
developer Rally Martinez, now 
that Icon has a 24-hour, 1-800 
number in the United States and 
an Internet gateway credit card 
payment system in place. 


al. It hasa growing internatior 
he United States, Asia 
nore than 800 inte 
hes, of- 
affiliates. 
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2 FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


Foll Mustard Sad. 
зу (7 Paral Pro For 30 Employees 

i des Pup 15,000.00 

Ter son expe үн can al ol 
ras star Sed Por Po 
Сай now for a free damo! 


39 роде S-W Bigg. Fores si. Sin Crue Mial 


6724 | 735-6735 


Three premium choices to 
maximize your investments. 


Minimum. 
Placement 


P50,000 
P50,000 
P50,000 


Term 
1 Year 
2 Years 
3 Years 


Interest Rate 
7.75% p.a. 
8.005 p.a. 
8.50% р.а. 


[Premium ONE 
| Premium TWO. 
[Premium THREE 


+ interest poid out monty 
Totes subject 1o withholding tox 
“Rates net of Documentary Stomp T. 


+ Rates may change without prior otis. 


COCKTALES * Terms ond Conditions apply. 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


Cojuangcos, the Yuchengcos, the 
Marcoses and the government. 
The gist of the Campos/Unilab. 
testimonies is that they all had 
acted as fronts for Marcos, whom 
the Campos patriarch had known 
since he late president was silla 
congressman, in acquiring con- 
trol of Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. in 1977 from the 
previous American owners. 


бам 


Philippine Bank of Communications 


Facer Tees ES Ay ferus co VA Rio SI, SE Maal iy «Tek ne 538100 mw pico 


Money-go-round 
‘© DESPITE their five days of dai- 
Jy concerts in Manila and key 
provincial cities, the ‘60sicon 
Tettermen will hit the ground 
ing as soon as the group re- 
to the United States, with 
шев in Michigan 
and Pennsylvania this weekend. 
* FOR is annual winter pro 
то, Northwest is offering Philip- 
pine residents а S0-pereent off on 
ompanion economydass ticket 
purchased through is website 
From now until Feb. 25. Valid for six 
months, the fare allows a Feb. 1 to 
arch 15 departure ош of Manila, 
with one free stopover within out 
ing, excep Japan permitted. 
Because of the recent peso 
appreciation, the local Big Mac 
was, by Jan. 9 exchange rates, 
Gne US cent more expensive than 
3 Big Mac in Hong Kong, accord 
ing to the Economists Big Mac in- 
dex. The annual fast-food indica 
tor for purchasing-power parity is 
based on the price of the Big Мас 
in the United States, where the 
stateside burger was being sold 
at $3.15 an order Dollar-wise 
the Big Mac in the Philippines 
costs $1.56, even slightly more 
expensive "than Indonesia's 
(81:54), Thailand's ($1.51) and 
Malaysia's ($1.47). The world's 
cheapest Big Mac? Where else but 
in China, at $1.30. 


Heard through the grapevine 
CONTROVERSIAL importer Lucio 
Coisacquiring a65-hectare prop- 
eny in Novaliches from land 
Bank, directly in front of the SM 
тай. Co apparently plans to put 
up yet another branch of Pure 
old depertment store, and hopes 
то pick up some business away 
from the crowd-drawing SM. 
Email: ` cocktles рерин. 
Яла or cocktaes_pi@yahoo.com) 


Billionaire bequeaths 
THE CASH-STRAPPED GMA ad- 
ministration is suddenly PZLbil- 
Поп richer because of the recent 
Supreme Court PLDT ruling, 
thanks to the damning test 
monies of Unilab patriarch Jose 
Yao Campos, his son Jose Jr, in- 
Y adviser Rolando Gapud 
and other Unilab executives. 

The Supreme Court noted that 
the Camposes and ће Unilab 
group gaveclear and unequivocal 
festimonies pointing to the late 
President Marcos as the benefi- 
cial owner of the “i-got 
PLDT block being claimed by the 


Private firms . 


igating factors that would offset 
the upward pressures on inflation, 
specifically the peso's continued 
appreciation that could reduce the 
import bil, favorable agricultural 
production and reduced spending 
‘compared to last 

‘Some analysts also pointed out 
that rising foreign interest rates 
should keep the BSP from easing 

monetary policy thus kee 
inflation from rising steadily. 


US firm bullish ... $ un 


From page BI y 


“Monetary policy in the months 
ahead will continue to be aimed at 
responding to the second-round 
effects of cost-push shocks, build 
up in demand pressure due to ex- 
cessive expansion in the money 
supply and the inflationary conse 
quences of exchange rate volatili- 
ising from narrowing interest 
rentals" BSP Deputy 
Governor Diwa Guinigundo said 
on Fr "—— 
ташсын жч марш. pev 


and 5.1 percent last year parth 
because of the lower agricultural 
output resulting from poor 
weather conditions, 

he sluggish performance of 
the export sector, due toa decline 


їп the global demand for elec- 
tronics, was also blamed for the 
lower-than-expecied growth last "жее 
year. Electronics account for etc 3 


about 70 percent of the country's == 
exports. 
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Century Canning boosts 
operations with GlobeSolutions 


LEADING CANNED GOODS MANU- 
facturer Century Canning Corporation 
has strengthened its communications Ро 
capabilities by renewing and expand- 
ing ts partnership with GlobeSolu- 
tions, Globe Telecom's corporate busi- 
ness wireless solutions arm. The most 
тесе addition to the roster of Globe 
led by Century Canning, 
the Corporate Ringback Tone, will en- 
able them to maximize the potential of 
mobile phones as a marketing tool. 
Century Canning has been using 
Globe's mobile and wireline services 
to facilitate ts business operations for 
more than five years. Is collaboration 
with Globe includes the provision of 
mobile phone lines for employees, in 
addition to data services from Globe- 
QUEST and Globelines landline ser 
vices, The continued growth of the 
partnership has led Century Canning. 
to subscribe to one of GlobeSolutions’ 
latest corporate value-added services, 
the-Corporate Ringback Tone. With 
this feature, clients and other busi- 
nest contacts calling the Globe cell- 
phones of their sales or marketing 
personnel will hear the companys 
brand jingles, thus helping to pro- 


services a 


FROM eft Globesoluons head of sales Maridol Vian, бобе cor- 


mote brand recall. 


expressed. 


helped o 


he said. 


such as the 


and cost-ef 


porate business grou 


‘Century Canning Corp director Leo 
appreciation 
GlobeSolutions' valuable support as a 
business partner. "We are glad to con- 
inue this partnership, since the ser- 
vices provided by Globe have tru 
г company to become more 
productive. We look forward to mak- 
ing full use of the possibilities pre- 
sented by GlobeSolutions services,” eager to take advantage of these op- 


Century Canning is also exploring 
the potential of other value-added 
services offered by GlobeSolutions, 
icker Corporate Edition 
(а locator system useful in monitor- 
ing field personnel) and TextConnect 
(an SMS advisory service intended 
for broadcasting important updates 
and official announcements to em- sig 
ployees). The enhanced connectivity 
ficient applications pro- 
vided by GlobeSotutions' comprehen- 
sive suite of business communication 
services are expected to have a posi 
tive impact on Century Cannings 
overall productivity and operations. 
Dan David, the head of Globe's cor- 
likewise 


thanked their longtime partner for its 
continued trust and patronage. He 
for stressed the importance of commu 
cations technology in handling key 
areas of business operations, saying: 
"We firmly believe that business com- 
munication applications provide 
companies with a lot of new opportu- 
nities to improve productivity We are 
pleased that Century Canning Corp is 


portunities in order to encourage the 
further growth oftheir business.” 

Century Canning Corp is the ma: 
facturer of several leading canned 
food brands in the Philippines, such 
эз Century Tuna, Blue Bay Tuna, 555 
Sardines and Argentina Corned Beef. 
GlobeSolutions head of sales Maridol 
Yanan also attended the contract 
ng and renewal of the partner 
ship, while vice president for finance 
Oscar Pobre and corporate treasury 
manager Marcelino Mijares repre 
sented Century Canning Corp along 

ith director Po. 

For inquiries about GlobeSoh 
services, сай the GlobeSolutions h 

ne at 730-1999 or e-m 
tions@globetel.com.ph. 


or Leo Po, VP for france Oscar Pobre, and corporate treasury man- 


porate buses group head Dan Davi, Century Carring Corp dre. gr Marino Mijares sign Ве partnership armat 


"tay. alvegonelundrédandivé — i 


SAN BEDA COLLEGE GRAND ALUMNI HOMECOMING 


Tanya Garcia and Aubrey Miles lead 
various guest artists performing in 
this year's San Beda College Grand 
Alumni Homecoming dubbed 
stayin.alive@onehundredandfive 
on Feb. 18, at the San Beda College 
Campus in Mendiola, Manila. High 
School Class '81 (Silver Jublari 
ans) wil host this year's affair in 
honor of High School Class '56 


(Golden Jubilarians) In a star-stud- 
ded entertainment program by X 
Zone Entertainment. Signing the 
contract for the event recently аге 
(from left) lawyer Jojo Sale and Dr. 
Conrad Oca of San Beda HS 81 

and Tanya Garcia and Dondon Mon- 
taverde of X Zone Entertainment. 
Ай Bedan Alumni (Manila and Ala- 
bang) are invited to attend. 


BRASS SCULPTOR HOLDS SOLO EXHIBIT 


Renowned brass 


sculptor Michael Cac- 
nio recently held a so- 


1o exhibit featuring 

his brass sculpture. 

figutine that depicts 
Filipino culture, cus- 
tomé and family-ori- 
ented values. Among 
Cacnio's quests of 

hongr during the ex- 
ibis formal open- 
ing dt the Choice Ex- 
pression Gallery, Bel 


Аг, Makati City were (trom left) 
Cabanatuan City Mayor Jay Ver- 
gara and wife Ria, Department of 
Health Undersecretary Alexander. 


Padilla and Red Espiritu. Also in. 
photo is Cacnio's wite Maria 
Therese. At the background Isa 
sculpture figurine. 


ORETA INDUCTED AS FELLOW OF 
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
Dr. Jose Oreta Jr. was inducted as Fellow of 
the American College of Surgeons last Oct. 
36. atthe Moscone Center in San Francisco, 
USA; The American College of Surgeons ls 
the Biggest and most prestigious organiza- 
tion! surgeons in the USA. Dr. Oreta isa 
consultant in general surgery at St. Luke's 
Med]cai Center, Makati Medical Center, Asian 
Hospital, Medical City and Philippine Heart 
Center for Asia. Currently, he Is the vice chair 
of the out-patient department at St. Luke's 
Medical Center, president of the St. Luke's 
Medical Center Surgical Alumni Association 
and secretary ol the Philippine Society of La- 
parascoplc Surgeons. 


Personalized 
services from TMC 


THE HOUSTON MEDICAL GROUP (HMG) 
now represents the Texas Medical Center (ТМС) 
locally and in Asia. ТМС is the workds largest 
medical complex that includes the St. Luke's 
Episcopal Hospital (SLEH) and its Five Centers 
of Excellence: the Texas Heart Institute, the 
Texas Cancer institute, the Texas Liver Institute, 
the Texas Urology Institute and the Texas Lung 
[o 

"Together with US. trained Filipino physi- 
cians, HMG has developed a program that will 
Provide patients and their families access to 
world-class medical services, ensuring confiden 
байсу customer care, and cultural sensitivity: 

'HMG provides two services: Virtual Second 
Opinion and Advanced Medical Treatment. 

"The Virwal Second Opinion (VSO) service in- 
dudes sending the patients records to SLEH for 
review and evaluation. It allows the patient to 
receive treatment options without leaving the 
comforts of home 

"The Advanced Medical Treatment (AMT) isa 

full concierge service that includes coordinating 

the entire process before, during and after your 
stay in Houston, and securing priority arrange- 
ments customized to your needs. 

In the Philippines, HMG confirms appoint- 
ments with the SLEH physician specialists, ar- 
ranges preregistration and admission to the 
hospital, provides cost estimates for treatment 
and hospital suy facilitates health insurance 
coverage, processes travel arrangements, and 
reserves housing or hotel accommodations. 

‘Upon arrival in Houston, HMG provides air- 
port assistance with Immigration, Baggage 
Gaim, US. Customs, and airport transfers. Up- 
оп check in, an International Patient Coordina- 
tor will handle orientation, assign a nurse liai- 
son, and provide translation assistance in over 
20 languages. Business services and S-star hotel 
‘syle accommodations at the hospitals Terrace 
Suites are also available. Upon retum to the 
Philippines, the patient is given posc-reament 
follow up in coordination with the local physi- 
an. 

'HMG is pleased to announce that leading 
cancer specialists from the Texas Medical Center 
De Brian Miles and Dr. Sewa Legha will be re- 
turning to Manila on Jan. 29 to Feb. 5 for orga- 
nized symposia with leading Philippine hospi- 
tals, and one-on-one personal consultations. 

Dr: Miles is the medical director of the Texas 
Cancer Institute and a recognized leader in 
treatment of prostate cancer. Dc Legha is an on- 
cologist from the Texas Cancer Institute with 
‘over 20 years of training at the MD Anderson 
Cancer Center specializing in melanomas, 
breast cancer and rare tumors. They will con 
duct cancer screening and consultation for 
breast, lung, gastrointestinal, prostrate and gy- 
ecological conditions. 

For more information or to schedule a per: 
sonal consultation, contact Houston Medical 
Group, at 888-5266, 0917-8813331 
foghousonmedgroup.org. 
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RIDE AND WIN WITH TM'S ‘TODA SAKAY, TODO PANALO” PROMO 


For those who regulary take а tricy, each trip can 
now be your ticket to good luck. With the TODA 
Sakay, Todo Panalo text promo from TM (the new 
and improved Touch Mobile), both driver 
passengers can win great prizes. АП tricycle 
drives in the greater Manila area and Cavite who 
are TODA members have been provided with a 
unique drivers code. Passengers can ask for this 
code and use tto download some useful and prec- 
tica TM Tipid Tips You wil then get rati entry, 
which gives you and the driver a chance to win 
1,000 sach in cash o G-Cash daily. Drivers and 
passengers can iso win P100,000 in the grand 
draw. The TODA Sakay, Todo Panalo promo is 
one of ТМ programs which aim to provide vet 
hood assistance to the tricycle drivers sector. А 
satiy launched by ТМ in cooperation with 
tion о! Tricycle Operators 


and Drivers Associations of the Philippines (Nacto- 
dap). Tricycle drivers can now sell Globe Autoload- 
MAX эла TM or Globe SIM cards as an additional 
source of income. Aside from the Tipid Tips TM. 
also offers other services that gie you more pow- 
эг for every peso. You can download information 
on job openings by texting TRABAHO to 2864, or 
receive price bulletins (lust text PRESYO to 2256) 
and weather advisories (text PANAHON to 2256). 
For the TODA Sakay. Todo Panalo and Tipid Tips 
promo keywords, simply text TODA HELP to 2800. 
For more information, you can also call 808 (TM 
Customer Service Hatin). Ride now and win big 
prizes from TM, the prepaid cellphone brand for 

the masses. Shown in photo are (from let) ТМ 
senior marketing manager for acquisition Norman 
Miranda, TM head Nonie Busuego, Nactodap pres- 
ident Ariel Lim, and Nactodap chair Danny Cagas. 


PLDT, DTI team up for e- 
services development in RP 


THE PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELE 

hone Co (PLDT) has joined the Department 
Of Trade and Industry in convening the е 
Services Philippines 6th Outsourcing Con- 
ference and Exhibition to attract invest- 
ments in the outsourcing business in the 
country. 

Asa co-presentor for the event, which will 
be held on Feb. 16 and 17 at Edsa Shangri-la 
Manila Hotel, PLDT will help showcase the 
capabilities of Philippine companies in sup- 
porting the burgeoning information technol- 
оу and business process outsourcing (BPO) 
industries. 

PLDT senior vice president Eric R. Alberto. 
said this event is also a venue for possible lo- 
cal and foreign investors to get a feel of what 

‘country can offer. 

"Service providers and suppliers for the IT 
and BPO industry as well as potential 
vestors will benefit immensely from this 
event through the insightful presentations 
and high level discussions. Add to chat the in- 
teraction and the opportunities to network 
wich many outsourcing experts and you have. 
an exciting event to look forward to," said Al- 
bero. 

‘e-Services Philippines is the country’s first 
and only annual IT/8PO conference and ex- 
hibition organized by the Trade and Industry 
Department through the Center for Interna- 
Чопа! Trade Expositions and Missions 
(Citem). 

The event promores to both local and 
global markets the country's world-class ca 
abilities in IT and IT-enabled services, par- 
ticularly business process outsourcing, wire- 
less applications, data transcription, anima- 
tion and software development. 

‘There will be two full days of presenta 
ons, panel discussions and 
ing from industry experts. The CEO Forum 
оп ће first day will be a venue for network 


ing between government and industry pro- 
fessionals. There will also be presentations 
оп various e-services sectors that shape the 
landscape of the IT and BPO industries on 
the second day. 

Rosemarie P. Tingzon-Kwan, Citem divi- 
sion chief, said during a recent visit to PLDT's 
InnoLab (innovation laboratory), that the 
country can rightfully boast of world-class 
facilities that can cater to the IT and BPO in- 
dustries. 

“Facilities such as che InnoLab of PLDT are 
dearly impressive," she said, "Potential in 
vestors should visit facilities such as InnoLab. 
to see for themselves the cutting edge solu- 
tions that local service providers can offer” 

Kwan visited PLDT's InnoLab recently to- 
gether with Dondi Mapa, Commission on In- 
formation and Communications Technology 
Commissioner: Grace Baes, Senior Trade 
and Industry Development Specialist, and 
Angelo Samson, industry and Investment 
Specialist - Japan Desk, Board of Invest- 

“Our innoLab is indeed a perfect venue for 
government officials and potential clients to 
see for themselves live demonstrations of 
cutting edge solutions that the Philippines 
through PLDT can offer,” said PLDT first vice 
president Nerisse S. Ramos. 

“And we are supporting the e-Services 
Philippines event because we believe that 
the Philippines is indeed the perfect destina- 
tion for investments in IT and business pro- 
cess outsourcing,” she added. 

in 2003, PLDT launched its InnoLab in 
Manila to undertake research and develop- 
ment in telecommunications technologies 
together with the academe and government, 
and provide a venue for demonstrating vari- 
ous equipment and solutions for corporate 
clientele. PLDT opened its second InnoLab in 
Cebu in 2004. 


BOMBO RADYO HOLDS ANNUAL ТМС 
Bombo Radyo Philippines, пе country's No. Radio Net- 
work, started 2006 with а big bang asit held its traditional 
annual Top level Management conference 2006 at the Leg- 
tend Vilas in Mandaluyong City. Metro Manila. Scheduled 
from Jan. 3 to В, the strategic planning session was partic- 
ipated by the network's top executives representing the 
‘43 strong Bombo Radyo and Star FM stations nationwide. 
Leading the conference are the networks senior officers 
and no less than media magnate and president/CEO, Dr. 
Rogelio M. Forete, DEM (nc). The theme of the confer- 
ence is “Upholding Airwave Supremacy’ à testament lo 
the continued dominance of Bombo Radyo and Star FM 
throughout the country and a challenge for unparalleled 
excellence to the networks driven men and women, 


! 


AMTI HOLDS IST INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 


The Accent Micro Technologies nc (Ami) tst nia 
tional бой Tournament was held at Tagaytay Mid- 
lands Goll Cub tst Nov. 17. Shown аге (rom et: 
Fred Dav (Lina Properties), Nickson Kua (Amt), 
‘Wied Batara (Design Works), Jojo Paz (FedEx) 
Jester ina and Кем inawat (Airireight 2100), Vov 


Castro (Ar), Jameson Ngkalo and Tiny Nokalon 
(Charter Cherm), Shamaine Ng and Bertrand Ng 
(Amt). Nod Frends (MEL), Alyxon Cua (Ami) Jon 
Карап Teloderelopment), Jolt Aguar (Nestle. 
РЇ). Marzo Monserat (Ami) Ed Fava (МР), 
оолак Legaspi (Neste Pils), Омо Krtanar (MFL) 


MONDAY, JANUARY 30,2006 


DoCoMo to buy 796 of PLDT ... 


From page B2 
that it will also increase its stocks to retain 
control of the country's largest telco. 

“First Pacific will not allow the NTT compa- 
nies to own a bigger chunk of PLDT," said an 
official of the telco giant. 

Virst Pacific owns about 24 percent of 
PLDT 

‘Once on board, NTT DoCoMo will той out, 
together with PLDT mobile unit Smart Com- 
munications Inc., the patented [mode service 
of DoCoMo, turning it into an integral feature. 


of Smart's 3G. 

mode is NTT DoCoMo's patented mobile In- 
temet platform that allows users access to more 
than 96,000 Internet sites. -mode also offers 
services like e-mail, online shopping and bank- 
ing, ticket reservations, and restaurant guides. 

‘Mobile phone operators in 15 countries аг 
now using the platform, after entering into 
censing agreements with DoCoMo. 

PLDT said that mode will become “one of 
Smarts killer applications,” once it launches 
its 3G service. 
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? Valentine's Day 
Dining Surprise" 
February 14, 2006 


Кейн os 


UNIQUELY “bres mers (RON 


Unit for as low as 
Php16,488.18 Img 


18 [mo Dinner Set Menu 
P1,985++ per person 
Divine cuisine, aphrodisiacs plus 
x ambiance - beautiful suns 


and live string music. 


мм даво, 
EVERYTHING HERE 
IS WITHIN 


CE « Bare & аннат 


Palm Court Café 
Dinner Buffet 
P1,100++ per person. 
‘Ages 1-4 fre of charge 


All-February 
Room Specials 


with complimentary 
sparkling wine and truffles 
plus buffet breakfast for two 


Sky Lounge Music Bar 
P400 net per person 
Includes one (1) standard drink 
Show starts 830 pm 


^ говото the LATEST ўста of 


TOSHIBA =: 


PROJECTOR 
Only 


Php59,999. 


j TOSHIBA 


HI RESOLUTION PROGRESS 


DVD PLAYER 
ij 723-1356 * 727-6973 


i 


723-6138 * 723-6890 


481 R.J. Fernandez St. San Juan, Metro Manila 


1 "Get a chance to WIN a complimentary 
‘overnight gift certificate for two (2) 

when you dine in any of these restaurants. 
Per OTENCR ити No, AY 080 Senes o 2008 


Superior Room 
P5,100** overnight. 
P8,500++ 2 consecutive nights 


Executive Suite 
P8,100** overnight 
Р15,000++ 2 consecutive nights 
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йлы Houkes and core Dr. Quim 
Telephone (682) 


Stet, Ман 
Зан Гам (032) 20: 
hotelcom 
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Family (ed 
Business RI 
Roundtable C» 


CHANGING HANDS: 


A 2-DAY SUCCESSION PLANNING WORKSHOP FOR 
FOUNDERS OF FAMILY лас iret 
SUCCESSORS 


Ateneo de Manila University 
John Gokongwei School of Management 


LEARN FROM NOTED AUTHOR, PROFESSOR, AND CONSULTANT DENNIS JAFFE AS HE 
SRARES 35 YEARS’ WORTH OF INSIGHTS AND EXPERIENCE IN FAMILY BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT AND SUCCESSION PLANNING AT THIS UNIQUE WORKSHOP 
DESIGNED FOR THE PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERS OF YOUR BUSINESS. 


A unique two-part approach to dealing 
with family business issues. 

Just how does one ensure the continued 
success of the family business across 
generations? Into whose hands should you 
entrust your business? How do you get your 
parents to begin succession planning? The 
answers to these questions are critical to the 
long-term success of any family business 
Take advantage of Dr. Dennis Jaffe's presence 
in Manila and hear his insights into these 
Important questions at Changing Hands, а 
unique, no-holds barred two-day 
seminar/workshop that will address the 
sensitive issues of succession planning from 
the points of view of both founders and 
successors. 


Dennis Jaffe, Ph.D. 


businesses and their issues, 


Dr. Jaffe received his B.A. In Philosophy, M.A. in Management, and 
create effective management teams, design family retreats, and bull 
and family wealth management, he serves on the boards of several far 


DAY 1 REACTORS 


FÉ Dr. Queena Lee-Chua 


Day 1: Designed for Founders and 
Current Heads of Business 

The first day of Changing Hands is 
specifically designed for founders and current 
family business heads, addressing the issues 
important to them: "When should I begin 
succession planning? To what extent should 
non-family members be considered in the 
process? How can I select my successor in 
Such а way as to be fair to ай my children? 
How can 1 make sure my other children accept 
my choice? How can I name my successor 
without making myself irrelevant to the 
business? 


Day 2: Tailored for Potential Successors 
On the second day, potential family business 
successors will be put in the spotlight 
Among the questions that could be raised: 
Нон can I prod my parents to begin 
Succession planning? How do I deal with the 
succession issue in the absence of а dear 
Succession plan? How should I prepare 
myself to take over the business? How can I 
assert my authority over my other siblings? 
How can 1 manage disagreements in the 
absence of a clear head of family? 


DAY 2 REACTORS 


Participants will be given the opportunity to 
share their own experiences, react to the 
seminar inputs, and learn from each other at 
faclitated workshops. 


Each session is designed to stand alone, but 
participants are invited to attend, both 
Sessions, for maximum benefi Dont just 
work on the issues important to you: hear 
about the issues that might be important to 
the person on the other side of the 
generational gap. Best results can be 
achieved when both founder and successor 
attend the entire workshop. 


Join us at this first-of-its-kind family business 
workshop. Changing Hands promises to 
dear the alr for family businesses. Listen to, 
learn from, and Interact with Dennis Jaffe and 
other family business owners so that together 
you can strengthen your family enterprises 
=- on the road to greater success. 


Ph.D. in sociology, ай from Yale University. He has been helping family businesses to deal with generational transitions, 
id healthy relationships for the past 35 years. An educator, research 
mily business organizations, including the Family Firm Institute, 


ver and consultant in the areas of family business 
and has authored two books dealing with family 


Seminar Fee 


Early Bird Rate: 
Onor Before February 1 


pav 1: Php 3,150 рлу 2: Php 3,150 
вотн pays: Php 5,400 


Regular Rate: 


Group Rate: 


pav 1: Php 3,500 рлу z: Php 3,500 z 
nor pays: Php 6,000 
Register 4 and get 1 additional slot Free! 


E 


For inquiries and reservations, call 849-6911 
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Faeldon captured but website still operational 


Recognized as the 
Most Outstanding 
IT Solutions 
Provider by the 
2005 Philippine 
Marketing 
Excellence Awards 


Mans 
damos Technology Corporation 
St Pde lan no y 
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We share this award with you, our partners. 
inspires us to continually serve you with excellence. 
‘Thank you for your continued support. 
Together, WE'RE ON TOP OF LT! 


email: info @mannasof 


www.mannasoft.com | www.mannasoftmba.com 


mannasoft 


technology corporation 


ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & 


\ © 
POLICY CENTER USAID 


The Asia Foundation 


$) 


Which are the Philippines' most compe! 


PINOY CITIES ON THE RISE 


The Philippine Cities Competitiveness 
Ranking Project 2005 
National Presentation of Results 


65 Cities Included 
Angeles, Bacolod, Bago, Baguio, 
Bislig, Butuan, Cabanatuan, Cadiz, Cagayan de Or 
Calamba, Cavite, Cebu, Cotobato, Dagupan, Dapitan, 
Davao, Digos, Dipolog. Dumaguete, General Santos, 
Gingoog, Iligan, Iloilo, Koronadal, Lapu-lapu, Las Pin 
Legaspi, Lipa, Lucena, Makati, Mandaluyong, Mandaue,Manila, 82% 
Marawi, Marikina, Muntinlupa, Naga, Olongapo, Ormoc, 
“Oroquieta, Ozamis, Pagadian, Panabo, Pasay, Pasig, Puerto Princesa, 
a Quezon, Roxas, San Carlos, San Fernando La Union, 
San Fernando Pampanga, Sta. Rosa, Silay, Sorsogon, 
Surigao,Tacloban, Tacurong, Tagaytay, 
Tagbilaran, Tagum, Tarlac,Tuguegarao, 
Valencia, Zamboanga 


Batangas, 


А PINOY CITIE: HERISE 2005 
FE February 13, 206, 1:00pm -50 pm , Grand Ballroom, Hotel Intercontinen 

T PLEASE FAX THIS REPLY FORM TO 75I 2I 751-9183 

Fe Name: 


| For lia aie, cal ne AM Boy Coit at 02-4014 реш 2671 9182 
/^ and look for Ms. Leah Umali or Lester Bautista. You may also e-mail at 
GbaulsiaGiim eduph or maig. aim edu ph 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


“THE CAPTURE OF CAPT. NICANOR FAELDON, 
one of the ringleaders of the so-called Oak: 
wood mutiny of July 2003, apparently has 
fed fs his soppnes om updating his 
website 

"Hours after his capture, a message was post- 
ed on the main page of Foeldons website, 
Wurwcpllipina.org ph. There is also а new state- 
ment posted in one of the sub pages of the web- 

“This confirms that Paeidon is not the only one 
updating his website, which was constantly up- 
dated for a month since he escaped. 

Faeldon was one of five military mutineers 
who escaped from detention at he Fort Bonia 
o headquarters of the Philippine Amy in 
Makati Ciy in recent weeks. He escaped from 
his guards on Dec. 14 afer a postponed hearing 
at the old Makati City Justice Hall. The four th 


ег fugitive mutineers escaped from Fort Bonifa 
doon Jan. 17. 

"The first message, posted at 1:22 am. of Jan. 
28, declared that faeldor's cause will not be in 
vain and that his fight would continue even af- 
ter his capture. 

"The message also belied the military's state- 
ments that the female companion of Faeldon, 
identified as Captain Rivas, was his girlfriend, 
but was rather one of the officers Faeldon was 
contacting. 

‘The second message, posted by someone 
calling himself," was a full statement empha- 
sizing four principles that the current adminis- 
tration should adhere to. These are sacrifice 
‘courage, action and leadership by example. 

‘A postscript in the second message noted 
that Faeldon planned to hold a press conference 
before he was captured. 

Faeldon's website в being hosted by the "Net- 
work of Known Internet Addicts Hosting Sol," а 
hosting facility based in General Santos City. 


NTC, police to crack down 
on shops selling stolen phones 


By Erwin Lemuel Oliva. 
Contributor 


THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Commission (NTC) and the Philippine Na- 
tional Police will start cracking down on mo. 
bile phone retail shops, dealers and repair 
shops selling stolen handsets this month, NTC 
Deputy Commissioner Jorge Sarmiento told 
Infotech. 

The NTC and the PNP are set to sign an 

agreement toward closer coordination 
то go after violators of Philippine 
-ncing laws with the sale of stolen hand. 
and" units, Sarmiento added. 

"Ihe NTC met with PNP station commanders 
to discuss ways how we can help each other run 
after people, dealers, resellers, and repair shops 
buying and selling stolen or snatched cel 
phones. A memorandum of agreement will be. 
signed in two weeks between the two agencies 
that would signal the star of a nationwide 

the NTC official said. 

Local authorities recently raided retail 
shops in а popular mall in Greenhills, San 
Juan, after they traced the stolen handsets of 

п reporters. A relative of 
Rep. Fr ‘was also killed on Jan. 
19, 2006 during a cell phone spatching inci 
dent 

"The NTC last year required cell phone deal- 
ers, retail and repair shops to register with the 
МТС, following the growing problem of cell 


phone theft in the Philippines. 

"The same NTC rules now require cell phone 
dealers and retail shops to submit the interna. 
tional Mobile Equipment Identity (IMED of 
each unit sold in the Philippines. 

"The IMEI is a unique number given to every 
single mobile phone, typically found on the 
battery's back. IMEI numbers of cell phones 
connected to a GSM network are stored in a 
database containing all valid mobile phone 
equipment. When a phone is reported stolen or 
is not type approved, the number is marked in- 
valid and the handset is blocked from a net 
work. However, special software now allows 
tech-savvy people to tamper with a handsets 
IMEI—an act, the NTC rules say is now illegal. 

The NTC has been implementing a "black. 
listing” system where stolen mobile phones are 
blocked on the basis of the 15-digit IMEI code. 

Until a formal agreement is inked between 
the agency and the local police, Sarmiento 
‘warns local shops to comply with NTC rules. 

"Well start cracking down on those who 
have not registered with us in the meantime. 
‘After we sign the MOA, we'll go nationwide,” 
the NTC official added, 

He added that the NTC has been conducting. 
an information drive since September 2005 in 
malis in Metro Manila, giving local shops and 
cellphone dealers a fair warning, 

“With the recent developments, we're now 
asking the PNP to coordinate with us, and as- 
sist us їп our crackdown,” he added. 


No link between cell phone, cancer 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


FILIPINO MOBILE PHONE USERS CAN REST 
easy knowing that their phones are not frying 
their brains. 

A combined study by several British medical 
institutes have concluded that mobile phone 
use does not cause glioma, a common type of 
brain cancer once thought to be aggravated by 
extensive use of mobile phones. 

“Tests conducted on healthy mobile phone 
users with different phone use patterns 
showed that glioma did not develop even in 
heavy !obile phones. 

‘The study was prompted by reports that 

бота patients had an increased growth of 

ir tumors on the side of their heads they 


most often used for their phones. 

"The study was undertaken by the Universi- 
ties of Leeds, Nottingham and Manchester The 
London Institute of Cancer Research, another 
study participant, posted the results on its 
website. (hitp://wwwienac.uk/Mobile 
PhoneGlioma.htm). 

"The group took four years to exensively ex- 
amine the possible correlation between glioma 
эла mobile phone use. The British report also 
concurs with another study by the Swedish Imer- 
phone Study group formed by the Swedish Insti- 
ute of Environmental Medicine and the Depart- 
ment of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics. 

No Philippine studies have been conducted 
on whether extended mobile phone use could 
Cause brain cancer, male sterility, or finger 
muscle failure due to frequent text messaging, 


Videocon bridges religious differences 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONS ATTEMPTED ТО 
resolve religious issues between Muslims and 
Christians using a most unconventional 


| mode—video conferencing. 


"— | 


De La Sale Unieniy Synectix Inc, the 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co, Asis 

Development Foundation andthe office of Sen. 

Ramon Magsaysay Je are conducting a video 

conferencing dialogue to promote peace buid- 
in Mindanao: 

Tale the “Ugnay Kabataan,” the project was 
held нокасу at the DLSU lam Shaw 
Tile Theater and the St. Joseph Reteat House 
in Cotabato Cry from January 231024. was at 
tended by тешу 400 ga sehol and lege 
Students rom Metro Manda and Cotabato Су. 

lied Antonio, coordinator of ie DLSU 


Center for Social Concern and Action Religious 
Studies, said in an interview that the event was 
the first attempt to have youth in Manila and 
Mindanao to talk on various issues dividing 
their communities. 

‘Among the subjects discussed at the first day 
of the conference were prejudices and impres- 
Sions of both groups. According to the Manila 
Students, their impression was that Mindanao 
‘was always on the verge of war while the Min- 
Ganao delegates always thought Мапйейов to 
be indifferent to their plight. 

Both groups agreed to come up with an ac- 
sion plan to continue the dialogue after the con- 
ference and pursue projects that would try to 
resolve common problems. 

“I was agreed upon that the students should 
help improve the identity problem of both sides. 
"They talked more on peace building,” Antonio 
said. 


Cybersecurity tips 


By erry Liao 


1. DISCONNECT FROM THE INTERNET 
when ile or notin ше. 
Z^ Never accept attachments from 
шер. 
POWERTIPS virus, anti-spam 
Software and keep 
ipto date 
d Backup your files regularly 
S Change passwords at least every 


sixty (60) days. 

Tor more tips, visit. wwwbrain- 
share.com.ph. Everyone is invited to at- 
tend the Powertips 2006 "Security Secrets 
and Strategies" conference on March 16, 
2006 at the Grand Ballroom of Dusit Hotel 
Nikko. Tickets are available at all SM 
"TicketNet outlets or call 911-5555. You can 
also register online at wwwin- 
Tochat eom ply. For your comments, ques- 
tions and suggestions, send e-mail to 
techivhost yahoo.com. 
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EXPECTING LARGE YIELDS FROM ITS EX- 
port business and refinery investments, in- 
dustry leader Petron Corp. sees a better per- 
formance this year compared with 2005. 

While declining to reveal the company's 
profit target for the year, Petron president and 
chief executive Khalid Al-Faddagh said that 
2006 will definitely be better than last year 

“We're always looking for improvement, 
looking for growth, AkFaddagh told re- 
porters. "I think growth will continue for now 
in various aspects of our business.” 

He said part of the growth would come from. 
the company's non-fuel business, particularly its 
company-owned, company-operated stations. 
Petron would be adding more stations to йз na- 


Petron's non-fuel revenues come from con 
cession fees being paid by concessionaires at 
stations that have room for restaurants and 
other establishments. These stations are usu- 
ally located along the expressways. 

‘The company will be investing $300 mil- 
tion in three years to bankroll additional re- 
finery units. 

As of the third quarter of last year, Petron 
already exceeded its P3.6-billion net income 
target for 2005. It posted January-September 
profits of close to P4. billion. 

Good international prices and rising export 
volumes enabled the ой firm to chalk up a net 
income of almost P2.5 billion in the third 
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tionwide network of 1,200 stations profits of P2.3 billion. КОЛЛАП For more information, май http www ovuplus com eal AN tee) 


NOW ACCEPTING 
ENROLLEES PEA ti Shares 
for School Year | ez a | 


2006-2007 | 


Nursery 
Kinder 1 and 2 
Primary 1 to 5 


for inquiries please contact us at 

851-1221 • 851-0022 
0927-9957686 • 0927-9957682 
visit our satelite office at: 


Unit 316 3rd floor, The Gateway Center 
Paseo de Magallanes, Makati City 1232 
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Singapore International School Manila 
Lots 4-5, Block 5, Paseo de Magallanes, Makati City 1232 
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We've doubled in size so we're doubling our space. 
From February 6, Microsoft Philippines will be in a 
bigger, better office at a more accessible location. 
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Our new address: 
16th and 17th Floors, 6750 Ayala Office Tower, 
Ayala Avenue 1200, Makati City 
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Our new numbers: 
топе: (632) 860.8989 
Fac (632) 860.8990 
Microsoft Support Services: 1-800-1-441-0158 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
(apes reb dte 


P245 per column centimeter 


DEADLINES 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


Sundays 
12:00 noon 
very Thursday 


"Republic ol the Phippines 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
East Service Fd. South Superhighway, Taguig, Metro Manila 


48th TESDA Board Meeting 
30 November 2005, Thursday, 1:00 p.m. 
7th Floor TESDA Board Ноот, Office of the Chair 
Taguig, Metro Manila 
Resolution No. 2005 - 19 
Approving and Promulgating the Training Regulations 
for PC Operations NCII, Animation NCIII, Programming NCIV 


WHEREAS. during the 42nd Executive Committoe-TESDA Board Meeting held on 16 May 
2005. the FXCOM-TESDA Board endorsed favorably the priorlization of the thirty-five (35) 
Quelícetions recommended during the Standards Setting and Systems Development (8880) 
“TESDA Boon TESDA Secretariat Consultation Meeting which included the Information and 


Carmunsstce Technology PC Operations IT User) NC, Amt НОП, and Programming 
CN: 


WHEREAS, during е 46th TESDA Board Meeting held tast 19 May 2005 TESDA Board 
Resolution No. 2005-09 “Prioritization of the Thirty Five (35) Qualifications for he Development 
of Training Regulations for Year 2005" was approved and adopted; 


WHEREAS, during the 47th TESDA Board Meeting hold last 4 August 2005 the Board 
approved TESDA Board Resolution No. 2005-14 “Prioritization of additional four (4) 

cations for the Development of Training Regulations for Year 2005 (Masonry NCI, 
Jewelry Making МСТ, Fish Capture NCI and Agr-Crops Production МАСІ)"; 


WHEREAS, the Board approved a total of thirty nine (39) priority qualifications under the 
Philippine TVET Qualifications Framework (PTOF) and hereby directed the TESDA Secretariat 
to undertake the development of training regulations: 


WHEREAS, in the 10th and 1 th Standard Setting and Systems Development (SSSD)- 
TESDA Board and TESDA Secretariat Солвинаһоп meetings held last 18 July 2005, and 23 
July 2005. respectively, the Training Regulations formulated for PC Operations NCI (17 User), 
Animator NGI, and Programming NCIV were presented and deliberated. 


“WHEREAS, the Training Regulations for PC Operations (IT User) NCI, Animation NCI 
and Programming NCIV were presented to the 12th Standard Selling and Systems 
Development (SSSD) Meeting held last 06 September 2005 and endorsed favorably to ће 
‘sts EXCOM-TESDA Board Meeting held on 27 October 2005 for TESDA Board consideration 
and approval 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board 
approves and promulgates the Training Regulations for PC Operations NCII, Animation NCII, 
and Programming АСМ: 

BEIT RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies of the Resolution and Training Regulations (TR) 
be punished and disseminated 1o all concerned and shall be elective fifteen (15) days upon 
fs publication. Al training programs under these traning regulations must comply with the 
fequiremonts of the abovementioned TAs. Graduates of TVET courses covered by the 
abovementioned raining regulations shall be required to undergo mandatory assessment 
undor the navonal assessment and certification system. 


Adopted this 10th day of November 2005. 
(502) MR. ELMER K. TALAVERA 
Executive Director, Planning Office 
Officarin-Charge, TESDA Board Secretariat 
Attested by: 
(Sod) SECRETARY AUGUSTO BOBOY SYJUCO 
Alternate Chair, TESDA Board 
Director General, Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 


(S94) SECRETARY PATRICIA A. STO. TOMAS 


Deparment of Labor and Employment (DOLE) 
Char, TESDA Board 
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Pag-IBIG Fund, Makati | Branch 
The Atrium of Makati 
Makati Avenue, City of Makati 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION OF MODULAR FURNITURE 
AND WORKSTATION AT PAG-IBIG FUND MAKATI BRANCH OFFICES. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, through ts Bids and Awards Committee-Makati I Branch (BAC) intends 
to apply ihe sum ol P 14,237 209.00 being he Approved Budge! for Contract (ABC) to paymenis 
Under the contract lo the supply, delivery and instalation ol Modular Furniture and Workstation 
Ж Pag 1810 Fund Макан Branch Offices. Bids received In excess of the ABC shall bo 
Sutonalica rejected at Bid opening. 

"The Pag BIG Fund now сай fr the submission of Letters of Intent (LOIS) trom potential 
вде to apply for eligi forthe supply, delivery and installation of modular furnituro and 
оказо at Pag BIG Fund Mekal Branch Olices. Bidders must be duly registered with proper 
Sumontes and must possess necessary licenses and permits applicable to Ine above type end 
ош © the contract have completed a simar contract wih a value о! at least ity percont (50%) 
f he ASC. and meet ine oiner minimum eligibility requirements stated In the Eligibility 
Documents. Interested Bidders must submit thet LOIS on or before 5:00 pm. of February 17, 
200810 те ВАС Makati | Branch Secretariat at Room 708, 7/F Aium of Мека! Condominium 
Buses, Мака! Avenue, Makati Cit and secure the Elgbilty and Bid Documents theretrom. 
The BAG Makati Branch Secretarial wil issue to prospective bidders Elgbilly and Bid Forms, 
pon thew submission of he LOI, and upon their payment of a non-refundable amount of Five 
"ücusand Pesos (P5,000.00) to the Pag-IBIG Fund Cashier. The last day ior the submission of 
the accompished Cigibity and Bid documents shall be on the date of tne opening ol Eigibilty 
Documents: a 1-00 p.m. o February 20, 2006 at Room 708, 7F Atrium ol Makati Condominium 
Busing, Макай Avenue, Makati Cly. Only those Bidders passing the eligibility chock will be 
эшш io Bd foc te project. Applications or elgibity wil be evaluated on a“pass/al” basis. 

Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified In the 
Implementing Piles and Regulations Part А (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 otherwise known as. 
the “Government Procurement Reform Aci" and Is restricted, unless otherwise stated, lo 
ооло wih a least sixty percent (60%) Interest or outstanding capital stock belonging 1o 
геге ofthe Phipines. In accordance withthe IRR-A or R.A. 9184, only Bids trom eligible 
Bidders wil be opened. In accordance with he IRR-A ol R.A. 9184 а contract wil only be awarded 
to tne Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder who was determined as such during post- 
quaification. 

Interested Egle Bidders may obtain luther information rom Pag-IBIG Fund Makati Branch 
at Room 709 al Telephone Nos. 8114181 and 8114275 and inspect the Bidding Documents rom 
8:00 am. o 5:0 pm. on January 31, 2006. 

"The Pag-IBIG Fund wl hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 1:00 p.m. on February O8, 2008 at he 
fotoning adatess: Room 602, IF Arum of Makati Condominium Bulling, Makati Avenue, Makati 
n. 

‘Prospective Bidders must submit their Bids at Room 709, 7/Е Aum of Makali Condominium 
Bulag Макай Avenue, Makati Сау on ог belore Fab. 20, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. Lale Bids shall nol 
be accepled. Bid opening shall be on the same date and ime at Room 602, 6 Atrium of Makali 
Condominium Butang, Макан Avenue, Makati Cily. 

"The Pag-IBIG Fund reserves na ight lo acceptor reject any Bid, lo annu the bidding process, 
and to rejec ай ics at any ume prior o contract award, without thereby Incuring any lability t0 
the affected Bidder or Bicders. 

(Sod) SEVERA ASTORGA BUQUID 
Chairman 
Bids and Awards Commliee-Makati Branch 
ol arp 25438, 206) 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


"H paa 

Notice is hereby given to the public that a Bench 
Warrant has been issued by the Municipal Trial Court in 
Cities, Third Judicial Region, Branch 1, Tarlac City адай 
ADELINA PALISOC whose picture appears above in 
connection with the Criminal Case Nos. 666-04 to 668-04 
for Violation of B.P. 22. Any information leading to the 
lawful arrest of ADELINA PALISOC please contact. 
Lamorena Law Office, F. Tafiedo Street, Tarlac City. 

Tel. No. (045) 982-4198. 


Wanted: Sales Executive 
- Male or Female, 2235 years old, agressive & 

Sales oriented 
- 2. experience In Sales/Marketing for 

bulding à constuction ingust 

Tai ке. 721-2605 
and cay your resume & picture to: 
#28 Granada Ave Vila Ortigas IL QC. 


Send your 
resumé 
instantly. 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 


и. косата uite resident ot Pampanga 


poo 


‘For Customer Service Representative soirs pinasa kk Lyn rea] 


SALES ENGINEER 


1) BS Civil Eng'g., Arch't Graduate or any other 
related courses. 


2) Experience in selling construction materials an 
advantage but not necessary. 


Р FIELD INSPECTOR ENGINEERS 


1) Male, Graduate or undergraduate in Civil Eng. 
or Arch't course. 


2) With technical know-how in Actual Measurement. 


3) Must know how to drive motorcycle, and with valid 
driver's license. 


4) Not over 27 years of age. 

1 MECHANICAL UNDERGRADUATE 
1) Undergraduate of mechanical eng'g. course. 
2) With experience in mechanical works. 
3) Not over 27 years of age. 


CALL: 895-18-30 / 896-74-35 
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A.M. Best affirms 
rating of Malayan 
Insurance Company 


A.M. BEST CO. HAS AFFIRMED THE 
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financial strength rating (FSR) of B+ + (Very 


Good) and assigned an issuer credit rating 
(ICR) of "bbb" to Malayan Insurance 
Company, Ine, (MICO) (Philippines). The 
outlook on both ratings is stable. 

"The ratings reflect MICO's consistent 
market leadership, strong risk-adjusted 
capitalization and stable stream of investment 
income. The ratings continue to recognize the 
company’s extensive reinsurance arrangements. 

MICO has established a solid position 
‘within the Philippines’ non-life insurance. 
market as a result of its 75 years of operating 
history. ‘The company has maintained its 
market leadership in terms of gross premiums. 
‘writen for the last 35 years. Gross premiums 
grew by 20% to P3.9 billion ($70 milion) in 
2004 from P3.3 billion ($59 million) in 2003 
MICO is the flagship insurance company of 
Yuchengco Group of Companies (YGC), which 
isa financial conglomerate in the Philippines. 

Aside from maintaining its no.1 position 
for gross premiums written, Malayan also 
emerged as the leading company in terms of 
premiums earned and paid up capital. It 
bested other non-life insurance companies 
when it generated P1.63 billion (529.20 
million) in premiums earned in 2004, a 52 
percent increase over 2003's Figure of P1.07 
billion ($19.16 million. 

Best's Capital Adequacy Ratio (ВСА), 
which measures capitalization on a risk 
adjusted basis, demonstrates that MICO was 
strongly capitalized in 2004, Its net premium 
leverage ratio was maintained at a 
conservative level of 0.45 times. The 
reinsurance program is also supporting the 
company's capitalization, which is placed 
with diversified, high quality reinsurers. 

АМ, Best Co, established in 1899, is the 
world's oldest and most authoritative 
insurance rating and information source. 
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Contact Adress: BICOL MEDICAL CENTER 
Cancagion Pequot. Naga Cay 
Тшерлопа Nos (08) 473-7578, (084) 473-8906 
Eman Adress: sopor bmeOyanoo cam 
Fax No. (054) 473-996; 05491 V 2227. 


Webete: plr co gov p mclndox hin 
ANGELITA A. AGAWA, МРА, 
Cie hamriérate Осе and BAC Chairman 


Contact Person: 


(Gg) ANGELITA A. AGAWA. MPA 


(Pole 308 Fo 5200) BAC Chaman 
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COMPAQ iPAC H395 Pocket PC 


And A Quantity of Accessories 
Located: Pasay City, Philippines 
Sale Closes: Thursday, 2 February 2006 at 18:00 CCT (Local Time) 
16 Units COMPAQ iPAC H3950 Pocket PC (Unused); 
24 Units COMPAQ IPAC H3950 Pocket PC w/ Standard 
Accessories; 20 Units COMPAQ iPAC H3950 Pocket 
PC; 40 Sets Accessories Kits Comprising Battery 
Expansion Pack, Micro Thumb Keyboard, EAGLETEC 
56 kbs Compact Flash Modem 
Viewing: Strictly by Appointment 
To register please visit our website: wawhencybut 
For further information please contact Mark Attwood at 
Tel 852 2910/1 Email mack attwood@hen 
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to be Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
present 


with the 


Born on 18 October 1927 
Has peacefully joined the loving Father 
and his daughter Theresa on 28 January 2006. 


‘Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets *Calered Meals 
“Flowers by Holland Blooms “Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards “Personalized Guest Information Cards 
“Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


His bereaved wife, Candida Dimaano-Gener; 


Lord,” 


— 2 Corinthians Sib 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


Lt Col. (Re) $ 
CONSTANTINO P. AGDAMAG 


of Vigan, locos Sur 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
оп January 26, 2006 at the age of 82. 


His loving wife Dolly; children Arthur & Denden, Allan, 
Аппа May, Karen & Joe, 
grandchildren Nicole, Lor 
Danielle, Alyssa, Patricia & Jocy, and other relatives 
request the readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains Пе їп state at La Funera Sucat (inside 
Manila Memorial Park), Parafiaque City. 


Interment wil be on February 3, 2006, Friday after the 9:00 
a.m. Mass at Manila Memorial Park 


PAPUA | 
f LOLITA G. BASADA 
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er bereaved daughter Marlette; relativesand 
frends res the plous reders to pray for the 
‘eral reposet her soul 


Her remains iein state nt Garden of Memories | 
кш 


Interment will be announced later 


children, Eduardo, Ramon, Ma. Dorina & Harry 
Portillo, Teodoro Jr., Cynthia, Gerardo & Noreen 
Mendoza, and Yolanda; grandchildren, Jonathan, 
Jojo, Erika, Emiko & John, Via & Charles, Bea & 
Paolo, Alvin, Kevin, Anna & Kristine, Coby, and 
Joseph; brothers, sisters, brothers- & sisters-in-law, 
and other relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Mt. Carmel Church, New 
Manila, Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced at the wake. 


An obituary with a 
picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved one. 
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BOI eases rules on auto export program 


3675202157 


НР recommends Windows? XP Professional. 


It's the perfect balance of 
price and performance. 
So all the odds tip in your 
favour. 


" The HP dx5150 Desktop PC ensures you 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 
seid it had changed the imple- 
menting rules of the Automotive 
Export Program to boost the de- 
velopment of the local auto in- 
dustry. 

‘According to а BOI notice, the 
amendment to the guidelines 
governing Executive Order No. 
312 of 2004 is aimed at encour- 
aging more investments in the 
sector through more flexible re- 
quirements that would allow ex. 
porters to take advantage of 
perks assigned to different export 
categories. 

EO 312 provides incentives for 
exports of completely built units 
in four E 
Regu xs where 
participants in the program must 
directly export 10,000 units а 
year at a minimum freight-on- 
board value of $5,000 per unit; 

e developmental CBU export, 

е vehicles are new 

igned to be produced 

y in the сошиту. Minimum 

volume should be 5,000 a year 
worth at least $5,000 

е niche CBU expor 
vehicles are exclusively made in 


NetVMachimne 


на 2005. Cebu102) 253-0013 | Davao:(02) 221-1482 
Gero (ra) 443-0001. отаона тогот сот 


the country, with yearly exports 
of at least 2,500 units at $10,000 
each, and 

ê high-value, low-volume CBU 
exports where exporters must ship. 
out yearly at least 2,500 units of 
high-end vehicles at a minimum 
value of $20,000 a unit. 

In particular, the revisions al- 
lowed a program participant to 
qualify for net foreign exchange 
earnings credit as well as other 
incentives if it met the combined 
minimum of either the number of 
units to be exported or the value 
of shipments in two categories. 

"The NFEE credit, given out in 
dollar values, is used to get dis 
‘counts in the shipment of vehicles 
imported by the participant. 

‘Under EO 312, the NFEE credit 
amount to $400 per unit for the 
first two years and $300, $200, 
and $100 for the next three 
years 

Under the amended rules, a 
program participant that opled 

combination of regular and 
niche CBU exports could qualify 
s if it exported а total of 

its. 
his case, the minimum val 
ıe per vehicle requirement will 
no longer be imposed, 
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This February, get a tast 
from Prestige Cars BMW. 


Only from 
Prestige Cars BMW Makati 


AtPrestige Cors BMW Makati, let your affection 
lead you to confections, and Sheer Driving 
Pleasure, From January 2 to February 15, 
2006 all buyers of BMW automobiles wil 
receive special Valentine boxes of world- 
renowned Swiss Teuscher chocolates - 
available only in the Philippines with your. 
purchase of a BMW vehicle from Prestige: 
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Abenson appliances 


WINSTON LIM OF ABENSON 
says "the basic categories still 
sell well" And by basic he 
means television sets and re- 
frigerators. 

But as he states “there 
were a few things that sur- 
prised us." 

These were: 

1.21" fat TV- all brands 

2. Refrigerators small 

3. Projection TVs 


4,Plasma and LCD TVs 

5. MP3 players- Apple 
ipods and Creative MP3s 

6. Digital cameras- Canon 
and Sony brands 

7. Nokia phones 

8. Oregon Scientific 
Philippe Starck clocks and 
pedometers 

9. DVD players- Philips 
and Pioneer brands 

10. Small appliances- 
toaster and coffee makers 


LAST YEAR 


‘Compiled by Margie Quimpo- Espino and Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 
LL SURVEYS SHOW THE FILIPINO IS WORSE OFF, ЕС 
L Мт кереш 
‘BusinessMonday asked various retailers to list down their top 10 best sel 
items for 2005. Here's a look at what Pinoys spent their hard earned money on in 2005. 


WHAT YOU BOUGHT 


nomically. But check out what they bought last year and you 


JANUARY 29 & 30 


SM grocery stores 
TOP 10 ITEMS SOLD IN 27 SM GRO- 
cery stores nationwide in 2005 

SM senior vice resident Jojo Men- 
diola said SM continued to be the first. 
choice of Filipinos when buying food, 
apparel and shoes. "We offer value for 
толеу in a clean and comfortable set- 
ting," said Mendiola. “Value for mon- 
ey has always been our proposition.” 

L Yakult 

2. Lucky Me instant, л me 
mami (chicken) ® 

3. Zesto orange ve 
juice drink 

4. SM Bonus fresh or 
chilled chicken 

5. Lucky Me instant mami (beef) 

6. Lucky Me pancit canton (hot 
chili) 

7. Nestlé Chuckie milk 

`8. Lucky Me pancit canton (chili 

mansi) 


HJ 
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» 9. SM Bonus refined 
‘white sugar 

10. Big 250 drink (or. 
ange favor) 

SM Supermarket re 


SM Appliances p 


SM Department Store 


YOU SEE FILIPINOS TOTING BLUE SM 
plastic bags everywhere but have you ever 
‘wondered what's inside them? The country's 
biggest “sari-sari store and palengke” gave 
BusinessMonday a rare peek into the top 10 
products that kept its cash registers ringing 
for the whole of 2005. 

items sold in 24 SM Department 


1. Plasma TVs 
2.LEDTCVs 
3. DVD players 
44, Washing machines 
5. Refrigerators 
6. MP3 players 
7. Digital cameras, 
moving cameras 
9. Airconditioners 
10. Electric fans 


1. Lee bottoms 

2 Polo shirts 

3. Converse rubber shoes 

4: White Tshirt from Surplus Shop 
5. Mario d' Boro leatherette pumps 
6. Molecules tops (boys) 

7. Gibi laced up loafers and slip ons 
8. Islander Blue sandals 

9. Bikini panties six in one pack) 
10. Rusty Lopez laced up loafers 


PARANA TN 


amang 


ропей the following top 
10 bestsellers for December: 

1.ham 

2. fresh chicken 

3. all purpose cream. 

4: condensed milk 

5: bread 

6. fruit cocktail 

7. spaghetti noodles and sauce 


AT LAST, A STOCKBROKER THAT'S ALWAYS READY AND SET TO GO - 24/7 


Introducing, CitisecOnline - the internet stockbroker that's always ready to trade at your pace. Night or Day. 
Rain or Shine. Bull or Bear. 


CitisecOrline Б ай geared up for the self-directed investor who knows the importance of timing and investing 
what he wants, when he wants it. Loaded with powerful and cutting edge online tools, CitisecOnline gives 
its customers complete wide-ranging information, off-hours order placement, real-time quotes, charts and 
transaction data. On top of this, CitisecOnline has a Customer Service Center to address any question you may 
have about functionalities of the website 


CitisecOnline services are at your fingertips at the click of a mouse — 24/7*. Once you've made your decision 
to trade, settlement is immediate and automatic. And the commission rate — one of the lowest 
in the market at only 0.25 per cent. For you, that means trading power that accrues. Visit www.citisecontine.com 
now and experience trading that gives you muscle. 


А minimum investment of Php25,000 is required to open an account For more information, log on 
wawwicitiseconline.com, and have a look at our FAQs (frequently asked questions). 


"ders etre sung o hos wl ион be queued or ansacacn when би market opens 


Oa 


Call our Customer Service Center 
at (632) 633-3777 or email 
helpdeskOcitiseconline.com to 
request for a special limited-issue 
password. Get 7 days free access 
and know what it's like to flex 


your trading muscle — online. 


TISECONLINE 


Maybank, One Of Asia's Best B 


+ Over $47 billion in group assets 


LEE 
ET rt TEESE For ho Branch nearest you, cal 521-7451. Or vist us wm naybank@u com 


< One of the top 20 banks in Asia 
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WITH HIGH OIL PRICES, A 
gloomy economic outlook and 
lingering political uncertainties 
weighing on the Philippines, 
2006 promises to be a tough one 
forthe retail sector. 

Roberto Claudio, vice president 
ofthe Philippine Retailers Associa- 
tion, tells BusinessMonday that 
the rising cost of living has forced 
‘many Filipino consumers to cut 
back on spending, and this does 
not bode well for retailers. 

Claudio says a particular con- 
сет in 2005 was the prolifera- 
tion of flea markets all over the 
capital of Metro Manila that were 
siphoning sales away from con- 
sumer goods companies, most of 
which have establishments im 
malls and department stores. 

Flea markets and bazaars have 
sprouted in the metropolis and in 
key urban centers especially in the 
months leading to Christmas, as 
Filipinos tighten their purse strings. 

Even the well-heeled crowd has 
joined the Filipinos from the lower- 
income brackets in scouring the flea 
markets and bazaars for bargains. 

He says November last year 
was a “particularly terrible” 
month with retail sales down be- 
tween 15 percent and 50 percent 
over the previous year. 

Retailers usually count on 
Christmas to perk up sales, with 


Christmas 


this ear. 


as much as 25 percent of annual 
sales pouring in during the 
Christmas rush. But expectations 
did not pan out in 2005. 

“The traditional uptick before 


2005,” Claudio says. 
‘And there is little hope that the. 
situation will change significantly 


The flea market industry has 
become зо established that entire 
buildings in the bargain hunters 
mecca of Divisoria in Manila have 
been put up. 

Claudio says the PRA has al- 
ready called the attention of the 
Departments of Trade and Ind: 
пу and Finance to the estal 
ment of these flea market centers 
in Divisoria on grounds that these 
are run by companies that do not 
pay the right taxes. 

"What we are objecting ois that 
ме are not competing on an even 
playing field because they do not 
pay the right taxes, they do not pay 
minimum wage and many of the 
goods are counterfeit,” he adds. 

Samie Lim, vice president for 
tourism, retailing and franchising 
of the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, offers a 
‘more optimistic outlook on the 
retail sector this year. 

Lim says Filipinos have always 
been known for their resilience, 
thus, they would adjust easily to 
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has been 


did not happen in 


This means that while there 
noticeable decline in 
the purchases in 2005, there was 
а corresponding increase in the 
savings rate, estimated at as high 
as 26 percent of income. 

The increase in savings was at- 
tributed to anticipation of more 
difficult times ahead. Filipinos are. 


saving fora rainy day, so to speak. 


this year,” Lim says. 


ing overseas. 


ish- 
inas estimates that 


than eight million 


The government 


to more remittances. 


$941 million to their relatives in 
the Philippines, the bulk of which 
goes into consumption. 


ployment of Filipinos to continue 
over the next few years with the 
global demand for Filipino talent, 
ses, doctors and 

will translate in- 


Iris with these factors in mind 
that many retail operators have 


jut with the confidence level 
starting to come back, I see that 
Filipinos will be spending more 


‘Another cause for optimism is 
the influx of remittances from the 
growing legion of Filipinos work- 


The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 


remittances 


from overseas Filipino workers 
surged 28 percent in the first nin 
‘months of the year to $7.9 billion, 
helping keep the country 
holdings ata healthy level 
For September alone, the more 


decided to open up new malls 
over the next two to three years. 

з dollar 

to soon add to the retail landscape 
include the SM Mall of Asia of the. 
SM group of companies with a 
gross floor area of 452,000 square 
meters and the Ayala North Trian- 
gle Depot of Ayala Land Inc. with 
250,000 square meters. 

‘The malis are scheduled to be 
in operation by 2006 and 2007, 
respectively. 

Pacita Juan, head of the Associ- 
ation of Filipino Franchisers Inc. 
and CEO of Figaro Coffee Corp., 
says retail firms that will come 
‘out ahead this year are those that 


OFWs sent 


expects de- 


I know what you bought last year 


Shopwise 


SHOPWISE VICE PRESIDENT CATHERINE 
Y. Tantoco says in terms of food categories 
the following did well: baked goods, pas- 
tas, biscuits and beverages. “The number 
one selling item was the pandesal followed 
by six variants of Lucky Me instant noo- 
dies, Coca-Cola light, Zesto and Oishi 
Choco crackers." 

“In the non-food division the following 
categories did well—laundry prodi 


‘and soaps. The number one selling item. 
‘was Downy followed by five variants of 
Surf, two variants of Tide, Likas Papaya 
soap and Safeguard white.” 

Tantoco says in the general merchan- 
dise departments it was the home items 
that performed particular well: decor, 
small electrics and toys. 

In fashion, accessories and bags were 
the best performing categories. 


| SM Home 


Blim’s Fine Furniture 


BLIM'S PRESIDENT SAMIE LIM NOTES 
consumers tended to buy furniture for 
4 comfort and entertainment with the LaZ- 
Boy and Cinema lounge pieces a perfect fit 
for the giant projection and plasma TVs 
Я sold at Blim's sister firm, Automatic Cen- 
тте. Lim says the wide price range for the 
Laz Boy (from P18,000 to P115,000 
apiece) gives customers flexibility in 
choices. 

He also notes that more buyers were 
buying furniture as a set (living room, 
bedroom, kitchen/dining room) rather 
than individual items. This is the reason 
why furniture is displayed in vignettes or 
room settings in Blim's 11 stores nation- 


wide. 

“We get licensed professionals from the 
Philippine Institute of Interior Designers 
to do our set pieces; says Lim who notes 
that Blim’s also provides professional inte 
rior design consultancy at its Ortigas 
Home Depot branch. 

Top S furniture items for 2005 

1. La-Z-Boy recliners and loungers 

2. Simmons sofa and Simmons sofa Bed 

3. La Nowa sofa 

4: Office furniture 

5. Cinema lounge (elegant and com- 
fortable reclining couches designed 
home cinemas) 


bought in 2005 


Magic Sing 

ту 

Refrigerators 

Washing machines. 

Gas ranges an d stoves 

DVD Players 

Stereo Components 

Home Theater System (color TV DVD Play- 


er, Speakers, ete.) 


‘Category with substantial increase in popu- 


"^ larity (due to the health craze) 


1. Omron Blood Pressure Monitor 
2. Omron Pulse Massager 

3. Omron Massage Chair 

4. Juice extractor 

5.Griller 

6. Aromatherapy system 


BENCH TSHIRTS, 
made by Suyen 
Corp, continued to 
be the bestselling item 
of the 19-year-old firm, 
according to its general man- 
ager Jude Ong. 
‘Ong says the top five best- 
sellers of Bench last Christmas 
1.Tehirts 
2. bags for women 
3.caps 
4. underwear 
5. denims 
Although Bench shirts are not the 
cheapest in the market, Ong says con- 


1. Sectional sofas 

2 Tufted sofas (leather and fabric) 

3. Lounge chairs- ‘La-Z-Boy look- Ш 
alikes? 

4, Space savers (double decker beds 
with pull-ou wall shelvings, ladder 
book cases 

S. ottoman with storage 

6. textured curtains 

7 leather upholstered dining sets 

8. beds, accent chairs, umbra clocks 
and picture frames 

9. Hanging lanterns and lamps 

10. Red hand blown vase collection 
from Poland 


Raa 
10 bestselling items 


of Samsung Electronics 
Phils. in 2005 


1. Samsung SGH 
0500 mobile phone 
2.1cD TV 
3. Plasma TV 
Side by side ref 
No frost ref 
LCD monitor 
7. DLP projection TV 
8. Fully automatic 
washing machine. 
9. Aircon with silver 
nano 
10. Optical disk drive 


бс cover, folder, plastic enve- 
scissors. 


3. Ballpen, marker, sign pen 


41 


cartridge (HP), calculator, staple wire 


5. Crayola colors in packs of 16 and 24; gliter glue 
>, 6. Orion ruler, drafting table, protractor 


7. backpack, 


trolley bags 


8. Greeting cards, all occasion cards 
9. Photo albums, scrabook albums 
bags, ribbons, 


year expected for retailers 


have established а good relation- 
ship with their customers, 

She explains that with the 
wealth of choices in the market 
and Filipinos becoming more dis- 
criminating in their purchases, 
they would flock to those firms 
that offer value for money. 

‘And these firms are usually those 
that have established a good brand. 

Опе of these is the Greenhills 
Shopping Center. 

Rex Drilon II, chief operating 
officer of Ortigas and Co. which 
operates the Greenhills Shopping 
Center and Tiendesitas, says 
2005 was а good year because 
the company has long carved its 


THE LOCAL market's large appetite for DVD camcorders, LCD and 
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niche in the fea market business 

“The key is the ability to take) 
care of the merchants and the f 
shoppers," Drilon says. E 

"Thus, despite the marked de- 
dine in the purchasing power of 
Filipinos, the Ortigas group main- 
tained is share of the Filipinos 
wallet 

Due largely to the operations s 
of the Greenhills Shopping Cet 
ter, the group was able to рор, 
double-digit growth in its révj 
enue and profit for 2005. 

‘With continued product inad 
vation, Drilon was confident tha} 
the company would post thé, 
same growth in 2006, 


Filipinos buying 
more expensive 
consumer 
electronics-Sony 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


FILIPINOS ARE BUYING MORE 
and more high-end consumer 
electronic products, belying pop- 
ular perception that the local 
‘marker lags its neighbors in terms 
of sophistication 

This was the observation 
made by Sony Philippines Inc. 
president and managing direc- 
tor Hiroaki Kobayashi, in a 
press briefing to report on the 
company's performance in 
2005. 

“In fact, [the Filipinos] level 
of appreciation for key technolo- 
gies resemble[s] closely (that of] 
their American counterparts,” he 
said. 

In particular, Kobayashi cited 
the local market's large appetite 
for DVD camcorders and liquid 
crystal display (LCD) and rear- 
projection televisions during 
the last Christmas season, a 
phenomenon he called "surpris- 
ing" 

The local Sony chief said the 
sale of DVD camcorders during 
the last holiday season has 
ееп robust, with the firm cap- 
turing 20 percent of the mar- 
ket, compared to only 5 percent 
during the same period last 
year. 

Because of this, he said the 
country now has one of the high- 
est ratios of DVD camcorders to 
total camcorder sales їп Asia, ap- 
proximating the 28 percent sales 
in Malaysia and Japan, and close. 
то the 23 percent seen in the US. 


Не noted that the market for 
consumer audio-video equip- 
ment during the last Christmas 
season actually shrank by "10 to 
20 percent" from the previous 
year, although he pointed to the 
market shift in preference new- 
er—and more expensive— prod. 
тоз. 

“Buyers have been shifting to 
higher end models, so business 
was good last Christmas,” he 
said. 

The high level of acceptance 
for new techhology has been 
aided by the company's strong 
marketing drive,but he admit- 
ted that the market's response 
has been quicker than expect- 
ed. 

Kobayashi said Sony now 
holds an average of “over 30 per- 
cent” of the local consumer elec- 
tronics market, and between 70 
to 80 percent of the market for 
DVD products, 

Because of this, the company is 
focusing even more on pushing 
its line of audio-video products 
which make up an estimated 95:37 
percent of Sony Philippines'-y 
sales. E 
The country is also the lead: 
ing market for LCD televisions 
in Asia for both the 26-0 39- =, 
inch and 40- to 42-inch cate- , “ 
gories. In 2005, the Philip.” 
pines sales of Sony LCD televi- 
ions grew by more than 10 
times over the previous year's; 
level T 

"When we launched the 
Bravia, our new generation of 
LCD TVs, we were targeting to 
capture more than 40 percent of 


Sumers still go for value for money. He says 
their consumers cut across all sectors and their 
underwear line is very strong in the A, B, market. 


Kobayashi said. "They lead the 
way for their Asian neighbors in 
embracing advancements in 
technology” 


the flat device TV market,” he, 
said, "Our sales figures last 
Christmas have exceeded our 
own target and expectations." 


If you've just bought a luxury sedan, 


you may wish to skip the next three pages. 


The all-new Mitsubishi Сг 


2.4 MIVEC Engine, INVECS II Sportro 
5-star crash test rating by the US National Hig 
Quad headlamps with auto-on feature, High Intensi 


Electroluminescent instrumentation cluster, 


Мапе 240M is finally here. 


nic transmission, Bigger cabin space, 
bhway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
y Discharge (HID) with selectable level adjustment, 


Fully automatic aircon with climate control. 


Modern well designed interior with tech features 
than many of the others in the range 


Carl Cunanan, @ 


Rear Seat Ar 
Cup Holder & Compartment 


“The 4-cylinder MIVEC engine feels like it could 
hold its own against the Ves 


Chris Van Hoven, Wl 


Designed for pertormance and 
(quick response. Mg 16 volvo 669 
Отто also sets now standards 
for olficioncy and tow omissions 
Equipped win MIVEC (Mitsubishi 
Innovative Valve timing and Mt 
Electronic: Control) technology. it 

an adjust Ine valve liming for 
optimal performance tor oll 
diving conditions. This enables t 
1o produce higher torque at low. 
трт ranges lor quick. clean start 
Gnd higher output in Ino high 
Tangos for bettor passing орау. 


MIVEC employs a тинро соту 
lobo system to vary valve timing depending on engine speed. А! 3600rpm, the 
(Shing switches conho of each cytinder s twin intake valves liom low and medium 
Spoed 10 high speed com profiles. increasing the overlap between the intake and 
Фаш! ond boosting output throughout the high rev range. 


alant 240M now at your nearest dealer and s. 


} 
R- 


“rhe Galant does everything well: comes 
with goed space, a good engine and the 
best steering response,” 


Kookie Ramirez, 


the engine, interior, and ride quality are 
all top notch. 


Angelo Puyat, ili 
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Walang ina na 'di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. Isang kinabukasang dulot ng paghahandang dala ng edukasyon. 


Gaya ng ina, hangad din ng Philam Plans ang isang magandang kinabukasan para sa Inyong anak. Sa pamamagitan ng Pangako Education Plans na abot-kaya at Gold Education 
Beta nd nagbibigay ng pinakamahusay na benepisyong pang-edukasyon, siguradong matutupad na ang pangarap mo para sa kanya. 


Ang Philam Plans ay matatag - ito ang may pinakamalaki at pinaka-liquid na trust fund sa lahat ng pre-need companies sa bansa. Ang Philam Plans ay affiliate ng Philamlife, ang 
Ang Рат ias insurance company sà bansa at AiG, ang nangungunang international insurance and financial services organization sa buong mundo: 


Philam Plans, tunay na maaasahan, mapagkakatiwalaan at masasandalan. Kung nag-iisa ang ina, nag-iisa din ang Philam Plans, 


ЕКЕ, лон Group, ne. 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full Pai iie a 
Т Toe Marange. otosi Fund Investments Property Development» Crea Cards Б 
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Krisis... haharapin. Pagsubok... lalampasan. Magigiting. Matatapang. Walang inaatrasan. 
Gamit ang sipag, tiyaga, at teknolohiya. Mga Pinoy Entrepreneurs na nag-aangat sa ating pambansang ekonomiya. 


Kilalanin sila... Ang Makabagong Bayaning Pilipino! 
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Para sa karagdagang kaalaman ukol sa kanilang Secret Weapon, tuma a Microsoft Dynamics - Solutions for: Business intelligence * Financial Management * Di 
eg 1 р behead Customer Relationship Management * E-Commerce * Sales and Marketing Automation PIKNAKAKATIWALAAN телне зл мели, 


Microsoft Dynamics hotline 1-800-1441-0158 Email: mmph@microsoft.com rona Salt Project Management and Accounting * Supply Chain Management 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


take February 


byStorm 


The National Arts Month 
festivities promise tobe рү... 
bigger, better NCCA executive di 


and commissioner Felipe de Leon Jr. 


THE MAKILING Ensemble 


By Amadis Ma. em 

кеш i KUNG Не 
EBRU- 

Pes РАТ CHOI 


month of 
love, the arts and | 
meaningful his- | z ч 
Toricalevents-is MS t Parfocton, At Dermstrate 
upon us. a Ss E "Skin Clinic & Spa, Wo'vo 
For Marian devo- |! $ rade ft our only passion. 
tes February i ako | a і With our full range of 
p ponda md. ^E dormatelogical. services 
| iat сап holp make а 
moro portot you. Because 
perfection is wnat Ме 
shouid bo ай about, 


Joaquin im his 
manac for Manilef 
(Mr. & Ms. Publica- 
tions, 1979). “Forty 
days after the Nativi- 
ty, Mary and Joseph E в градел si fea 
went up to Jerusalem. 2 C. po] S nube ha 
for her purification in 
the Temple and the po 
presentation of her 
Child.” а 
As for love, contin- 


ues Old Nick, the D й : of 1 with PLDT 


ЖИЗ dri 


traditional advocate 
of our lovers was St. 
Anthony of Padua го 
whom Filipino giris 
prayed to find a true 


mu 


lover or to recover a 
staying one.” 
On Feb. 4, 1899, 
the American forces 2 б. 
launched ver upon А Unlimited Internet 
the Filipinos, wii RENE 3 E 1 а 
Че or no provocation ? 1 and PLDT phone 
from our side. By the 2 ine for only 
Опе hoses doi WES 
Фей during 1902, \ | | 
more than million l ‚ P930 ДШ 
Filipinos were dead 
of war, famine, and 
other related causes. Ё 
Early in February fe 
1945, the Americans 
returned to reclaim 
the colony from the 
brutal Japanese. The 
southern districts of 


КОКАЙ Your new home is 


flames; 100,000 Fil 


ww ae. | closer than you think. 


ished. Manila was 


ie | ROCK-BOTTOM RATES! 


only this 
month, February, is 
how “dedicated. to 
Philippine Japanese. 
friendship. : a 
Neve 1-year | 10.25% | ^ P9,817 
by itself (ond never 


mind the aftermath). 2-year 11.00% Р10,322 


“Edsa | occurred in T 11.254 
February” NOCA 3-year 11.25% P10,493 


(National Commis- 5-year 11,50% Р10,665 ал € 


sion for Culture and 


the AR) aron Hurry, apply noni Promo runs шїп February 28, 2006! 


director асе | + gates apply ony selon releases wiere purpose is acquisition, Ж dn aa and cy yo yo rg ir 

Guidote Alvarez re- | ° constuction or financing. Rates we subject to change without prior notice. 

minded the media 

present during a re- 

Cent press Confer- | — taleesrie or text PSBANK HOME AD чуор rame» «your landline not 

Ges, Pat Barbara's | Syouresal acess tren sed ta 391772 for Saut or 097-090-2307 
опсо ак e ares | er lobe and other wen 

muros, Manila, to an- 

попсе National Arts 

Month, "February is 
also ^ Heritage 
Month,” she added. 
“Historical con- 
sciousness is impor- 
tant, agreed NCCA 
commissioner Felipe 

sir 


еа 
“For every loan amount of P1,000,000 with а 20-year loar i 


[өп 


RBAN HERITAGE DOES NOT EXIST 
in a vacuum. Heritage buildings ar 
part of daily life. Some are national 

monuments, others are buildings within an 

urban setting where people have lived fo 
generations. 

Although government-owned heritage 
building might be revered as part of national 
patrimony, they are also where bureaucrats 
workevery day. 

Religious buildings may be considered na- 
tional heritage. But to the faithful, the struc- 
tures are more than that. They are places 
where people practice their religion. They are 
places where priests and the religious live, 
work and pray. 

An urban district might have high heritage 
value, But to its residents, it is where they live, 
work, shop, go to school, 
orrelax. 

Heritage integrates in- 
to the daily lives of peo- 
ple. itis an everyday part 
oflife. Therefore, itis es d 
sential to involve the 
stakeholders in its con- 
servation. 

‘Successful conserva 
боп of heritage is 
achieved through a part- 
nership between the 
public and private sec- 
tors, a relationship 
where the needs and ex 
pectations of both sides 
are understood and met. 

Enlightened legisla 
Чоп is essential in pro- 
tecting urban heritage. 
But the stakeholders 
must be included in each stage of the legisla- 
tive process. 

"When stakeholders feel they are part of the. 
conservation process and are its beneficiaries, 
and when they are aware conservation legisla- 
tion protects their rights and improves their 
quality of life, then they take ownership of their 
heritage and participate in its conservation. 

Tn other urban centers of Asia, legislative 
protection of heritage has resulted in people's 
dependency on government initiatives with- 
out any stakeholder participation. Such ef- 
forts have met with failure. 


Walled City of Manila 


Intramuros, the fortified center of Manila 


‘THE ART Deco campus of FEU isan 
‘example of how conservation can have 
an impact on the surrounding 
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ч LIFESTYLE 
Heritage partnerships result 
in successful conservation 


© PRIDE 
OF PLACE 


Augusto Е Villalon А 2 


built by the Spanish in the mid-16th centu- 
xy, is the acknowledged national symbol of 
the Spanish colonial era that lasted almost 
400 years. Until the early years of the 20th 
century, it was the government, religious 
business, and residential center of Manila. 

Heavily destroyed during World War Il and 
the following years, the 
government founded the 
Intramuros Admini 
tion over 30 years ago to 
oversee reconstruction of 
the historic area. 

Tt was the first urban 
area in the country with 
special conservation leg- 
islation, including strict 
architectural reconstruc- 
Won guidelines imple- 
mented by a well-trained 
staff of historians and ar- 
chiteets from the Intra- 
muros Administration 
йл). 

The lA successfully 
reconstructed the war- 
damaged fortifications, 
їс also built clusters of 
buildings in the Spanish 
colonial style that now house museums, 
shops, restaurants, and а small hotel. A few 
privately constructed buildings followed 
the Intramuros “style” for office and com- 
mercial use. 

Intramuros is busy during the daytime, fill- 
ing up with office workers and students from 
major universities in the area. However, at 
sundown everyone goes home. Then the area 
becomes a deserted ghost town. 

Decades after the establishment of the IA, 
the rebuilding of the Walled City is far from 
complete. The plans did not envision encour- 
aging structures that attract everyday life or 


ita 


PICTURESQUE Intramuros of Manila does not integrate with the everyday life of Manila as 
other heritage neighborhoods in the world successfully do. 


Ani ng Sining: Celebrat- 
ing a Bountiful Harvest 
inthe Arts 

A two-day celebration with 
various performances to formally 
open the National Arts Month on 
Feb. 45, Rizal Pari 


Talugading 

A 10-day festival of nighty 
performances, stage plays, mu- 
Sic, ance and rational games 
which officially launched the Na- 
tional Arts Monthin Luzon at the 
Historical Tobacco Monopoly 
Plaza, Laoag. 


Panggas: Sowing the 
Bounties of the Arts 

The event formally launches 
the National Arts Month in the 
Visayas on Fab. 6, Bacolod. It tea- 
tures the Provincial Capitol Choir 
and the Bacolod Masskara. 
Dancers. There vill be a forum on 
‘the "stale of the ап and culture 
in Nogros and the Visayas.” 


Awit ng mga Birtuso 
Regional colaborativa produc- 
tions that feature emerging the- 
ater and cultura forms nation- 
Organized by mo ССА Na- 
ona Commies on Music. 


Websining 

“Anata visual ans compe- 
ion organized by the АССА Na- 
Хота! Commitee onthe Visual Arts 
tamessng 008 technology on 
tho emo "Reap What You Sou 


Pinoys 


Cinema Luneta 
Showings of standards and 
emergent fims of Philippine cine- 

maat the Rizal Park. Organized 
by to NCCA National Committee 


National Arts Month main events 


on the Cinema and Fim Academy 
ef the Philippines. 


Sayaw Pinoy 2006 

A national dance tou 
casing various forme 
modern, ballet, and contempo- 
rary. Organized by the NCCA Na- 
tional Commitee on Dance 


Ani ng Panitik 
‘The event consists of "Ta 

(poetry wrting through SMS tech- 
nology) in Cebu, lio, Davao and 
Mania: aso showcases the tter- 
ary harvest nationwide through it 
trary performances and readings. 
Organized by the NCCA National 
Commitee on the Literary Arts 


Concert at the Park 
‘series of dance, music, dra- 
‘mate and tray performances 
tthe Rizal Parke 
Sining Gising 
Cultural discussions on the air 
every Sunday. 1-230 p.m., NBN- 
^ Radyo ng Bayan. 


Kalahi Cultural Caregiv- 
ingfor Vulnerable 
Groups and Overseas 


Artistic and cultural services of 
the NCCA outreach program. 


Saganang Ani 

From 6 p.m. ot Feb. 28106 
ат of Feb. 27 at ho baywalk, 
Rovas Bh. а harvest of musical 
formschoral music, bamboo 
ensemble, plano. ronde rom 
Kainga, ol 
closes the National Arts Month. 


Gall NCCA at 5272182 loc. 507 
10509 or visit www. ncca.gov.ph 


M.deLeon Jr. 
And he and Alvarez 


month's festivities, "Ani 
tiful harvest in the arts. 


NCCA in coordination 
lungan Foundation, 
National Parks Devel- 
opment Committee, 
and the Cultural Cen- 
ter of the Philippines. 
Things getto a lively 
start on Feb. 4-5 at the 
Luneta (Rizal Park, 
Manila) with perfor: 
mances from groups 
representing the dif 
ferent art forms. 
There are many in- 
dividuals and groups, 
professional _ and 
school-based, who will 


Dayao and Manila 
award-winning 


"The focus is not 


this will have a bearing on the 
2006," which celebrates “a Бош 


The event is a project of the 


participate in the month-long fes- 
tivities, including popular folk 
singer Noel Cabangon, Diwa de 
leor's Makiling Ensemble and 


Magsaysay High School Chorale. 
st Manila 
but nationwide, There will be 


encourage new residents to live in the quar- 

ter, nor did they encourage local residents to 
ticipate in the reconstruction of the her- 
ge area. 

Intramuros, principally regarded as a mon- 
ument and therefore a tourist commodity is a 
heritage island sadly not integrated i 
everyday life of Manila. 


бога de Leche, FEU 

Gota de Leche (Drop of Milk) is one of the 
oldest NGOs in the Philippines. Since its es- 
tablishment in 1907, it has been distributing 
free milk to babies of needy families. It re- 
mains in the same building constructed in 
1912, considered an important architectural 
landmark in the Philippines. 

‘The organization restored its badly deterio- 
rated heritage building in 2001 with unex 
pected results. The restored building has be- 
соте a symbol of hope in the very congested 
University Belt neighborhood where Gota de 
Leche is located. 

Residents noticed the restoration, as did for 
mer organization volunteers who, asa result of 
che new "image" of the Gota de Leche, re- 
пеней their commitment to the organization. 

The onceforgotten organization has 
reestablished its position of respect with pub- 
licand private leaders in the cty 

A simple conservation program achieves 
unforeseen results. In 2003, Gota de Leche re- 
ceived the Unesco Asia-Pacific Cultural Her- 
itage Award. 

At the Far Eastern University in Manila, а 
‘campus-wide program to restore its Art Deco- 
buildings built between 1939 and 1950 
achieved astonishing and unexpected results. 
The conserved campus has since reestab- 
lished pride of place with students, faculty 
and alumni. People really felt good to be a 
partof FEU, 

‘More important, the program initiated а 
private-public initiative for neighborhood re- 
Vitalization. When restoration was complet- 
ed, neighbors, noticing that their buildings 
needed improvement, grouped together and 
agreed on implementing simple measures 
such as cleaning sidewalks and repainting 
sades, leading to the organization of an asso- 
ciation of neighborhood building and shop 

The first thing the association did was to 
make the mayor of Manila aware they had 
voluntarily improved the conditions of their 
street. Then they asked him to improve secu- 
rity, install street lighting, repair sidewalks, 
and improve other facilities, which the city 
government did because it Saw how deter 
mined the local residents were to improve 
their neighborhood. 

‘This is the first example in the Philippines 
where a heritage conservation project grew 
into a modest stakeholder improvement pro- 
ject that evolved into a public-private cooper- 
ation for urban revitalization. 

The FEU conservation project won the 
esco Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage Award in 
2005. It is a good model to follow. It has all 
the qualities for success: stakeholder partici- 
pation, government participation, and, 
ofall, it assures that the architectural he 
of Nicanor Reyes Street is preserved. 


Feedback is welcome at afvillalon@hotmail. 


NAMCYA 2005 Youth Choir first prize winner: Ramon Magsaysay 
High School Chorale (NCR) 


Arts take... „е 


art festivals, dances, balagtasan 
(poetic jousts), concerts, film 
showings, games and competi- 
tions, forums, book launchings, 
plays. 

Among the participating 
provinces, cities and towns are 
Laoag (Ilocos Norte), Tuguegarao 

(Cagayan), Sorsogon, 
Los Bahos, Laguna, 
Calbayog ` (Samar), 
lolo, Tacloban, Ba- 
colod and Sagay (Ne- 
gros Occidental), Ca- 
gayan de Oro and 
Bukidnon. 

‘The thrust is toward 
Filipino excellence in 
the arts, be it national, 
regional or indige- 
mous. 

The celebrations 
will end on Feb. 26 
with a multi-band per- 
formance from sunset to sunrise 
at Baywalk, Roxas Boulevard, 


indicated 


Ng Sining 


with Tu- 


NOEL Cabangon 


Ramon as we celebrate the arts, 
rediscover love, and remember 
the glories and sorrows of the 


past. 
1 
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VISUAL ARTS 


Tam Austria 
sessions in Antipolo 
TAM Austria wil hold his 
annual public sketching 
Session on Feb. 5 at his 
home in Antipolo. He wll 
interac with colleagues 
and patrons. Beneficiary is 
the hippie institute Of 
the Deaf. бай 0917- 

P | 89112658 or 6305473. 

З. 


: "RED Earth" 
Ramirez at Global City 
LEYTE-BORN Fred Ramirez presents his crimson explorations and other 
^ on Feb. 9 at One McKinley Pace (26th St 
Crescent Park West Bonifacio Global Су) The works can aiso be 
‘ew on Feb. 11-20 at Choice Expression Galery (27. Doña Consola- 
Gon 8080. 122 Jpter St, Bel-Air, Макай). Са! 8990717 and 8990718. 


Jocson at Astra 
MULTIMEDIA artist 
Jethro Jocsons "Lite 
wl open in Galera As- 
ta (LRI Business Plaza, 
210 Nicanor Garcia St 
[formerly Reposo St] 
Mala) The show con- 
sists of paintings. 
Sound ant. installations 
and performances on. 
thejoy afiving. Cal 
8903988 and 7243032. 


Aguilar and Soliven at Mag:Net 

ALEX Aguilar and Nole! Soliven reunte anew in "Luci the Gna opening 
in Mag:Net at The Loop (ABS-CBN, Quezon City) on Feb. 2. The title is a 
турй code that has sealed The Friendship for years. Both are enam- 
ore with painting figures, Cal 4100995. 


Sena workshop. 
ТНЕЕВ. Sena art workshop wil present the one-woman show of 
Crisanta de Guzman, an 80-year-old student of Sena, Jan. 31-Feb. 1 


| atthe Triumph Bulging, Quezon Avenue, OC. De Guzman will exhibit 


her pastel, watercolor, acrylic and oil paintings of varied subjects. 


Pottery exhibi 

ART INFORMAL holds its first Pottery Students Exhibit until Feb. 4. The. i 
iit features some of the best student works in terra cota and | 
Stoneware. Participating are Camille raga, Anna Varona. RR 

Ropan. Stephanie Haw. Abi Jao, Belen Razo. Ruthie Maye Padila, Jo 

Lim, dive Ong. Lorna Belen, Kate Lee, Bong Zamora and Lorele So. 

Ал informal offers pottery classes on weekdays and Saturdays. Call 
7258518. 


Caasi at Shang 

Young abstracionist Rue Caas presents "Recent Works” unti Feb. 28, 

atthe Frio Mixx Shang Arts Space, Shangri-La Plaza Mall Cas's can- 

Vases play with 3-4 tones applied on the ground in the form of brush 

marie. geometric shapes and color elds In addition 1o industrial paint, 

Саз aiso troduces drawing marks In graphite that highlights compar- 
Sive ditlerences in material and technique. Call 327821 


Photo lighting workshop 

(E ALCOVE Photo Galery wil conduct Primer on Lighting work- 
hop y Jay Alonzo on Feb. 11, 9a.m- p.m., at the Flipinas Heritage 
Ташу. Makati Avenue, Ayala Tange, Makai, The workshop is a ро 
тееп course in the local photography scene andis dedicated solely 
{othe discussion of ighing concepts and techniques. Workshop fe is 
1.800 (inclusive ot fim, handouts, workshop equipment, lunch and 
certificate. Limited slots. Cal 8927801 


Basic museology 

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM wil conducta three-week Training on Basie 
Museology, May 9-28, at te National Museum, Main Bling, P Burgos 
St. Era Mani The course focuses on е diferent phases of muse- 
тї work end is open to museum and cultural workers, museum elhu- 
Sasts and professionals. Cali 5270278. 


Obemio at Saturday Group Gallery 
ROEL Obemio receives the first Saturday Group 
Ais ol the Year award. His works are now on 

view in the Saturday Group Gallery, 2F, Ali Mal, 


UST mural unveiling 

A WORKER spruces up one of he three new murals depicting the his- 
tory ot law rom the biblical times to tho present, The mural, by Dano 
Santiago, races to lobby o ne University of Santo Tomas Faculty of 
©мї Law. ihe оер aw school th Philippines. wil be formally 
wed today at 4 p.m. by President Macapagal-Arroyo and UST Rec- 
ior Magnificus Fr. Tamerlane Lana, O.P. in connection wth the 398th 
anniversary of UST, Asia's oldest universly. 
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ALLIPIN 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


SOBRANG SAYA 


лян. mAy IPAPALIT 


NINYO DAHIL SA, 2) 
PAGDATING ko?, DA IAM PAYA, 


DI KO KAYANG 
PRISIDINTT, 


BABY BLUES 


ЗЕТ 
foe | Dovey 
Tug? мен? 
Е 


ELL OF OF SEES uc 
A specia TEDDY BEBE OR 
[A Соц. OF А Gc. 1 


Won mag WEEN AVE А, 
SIN. NOPE TNE? 


CO 


IF THE GROUNDHOG 
SEES HIS SHADOW 
THERE'LL BE SIX 
MORE WEEKS OF q 

WINTER! 


DIVINE COMEDY 


неч, SuPeR SqueAK! 
HAVEN Seen Чой 
iv A WHILE 


‘SUPER SQUEAK, 
Super D. SAME 
BANANA 


AND 


тл ве BIGGER 
THAN You! AND. 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY Even if you think yov aren't, youre actually quite or 
Telligent, and you're very aware of social 


arise Choose wisely. 


ganized and on top of your scene. You re in 
Vou want to make a difference in the world. Yo 
when you care about something, youre highly persuasive! In the year ahen 


wo good judg- 


m important decision will 


Birthdate of Vanessa Redgrave, actress; Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd US president; Phil Collins, music 


ARIES (March 

Ng April 19): Yesterdays 

New Moon made you 

think about friendships: 

ы your Today youre wondering 
Emand viceversa. 07 


21 to 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): I you have 
amy sense of destiny for 
yourself, what i$ it? 
What do you want ath 

ers to think or say about you after 

youre gone? What qualities do you 

Want respect for? 


"D 
undersiand 

more about the world 

Especially cultures and 

countries that are diferent from 
Sours, After ай, жете all in this Big 


Soup together. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
your values today Never 


July 22): Something ог 
Someone will make you 
think very deeply about 


o underestimate the im- 


tance of kindness in your daily 
ГА 
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СЕ sts, 


LEO (July 23 to Aug 
22): Decprootcd fed 
ings you have about 
агайы and clos 

тара could sur 
face today Try to understand these 

T ou dont, youre driving in the 

ы 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 


and clutter Recycle, give away or 
Sell what you no longer use. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22); Its easy to focus on 


Focus on improving ou 
selves. Dont fool yourself about this 
Today Is time to look in the mirror: 
е garbage, and unneeded 

Gr unwanted items at 
hone, Clan up то ares, and 


everything to he plumbing 
and korage. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nox 21): This is! 
fect day to dean up 


ighbors and relatives. 

Don't just glos over things. These 

people are in your Ме. What are 
Your feelings for them? 

dark about н. Find 


2 ош what y 


what you owe. Get focis and figures. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
io Jan. 19): Make 
friends with your finan- 
cial situation, Don't live 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Think about 
how you can improve 

lh by foni 
cutting back 

oo some hormatal habits. (Is easier 

to step abad habit than itisto start a 


good one.) 
list, Being your fuzzy, 


abil thoughts. out 


into the open. Then you can deal 
with them! 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): If you feel 
vete world about 
Something. make а wor- 


KUYA, PANO kune 
Naugos NA ANG 
MALALAKAS NA 


PANO Kune 
MAUBOS NA ANG 
MALILIKSING 


PANO KUNG 
MauBos ANG 
MABABANGIS 

NA LEON? 


PA NAMANG 
MGA UNGGOY, 


BYJOMIKETEJDO 


PANO KUNG MAUBOS 
RIN ANG MGA 
MAKUKULIT NA 


ITS AMATING. 
WAT YOO CAN PUL, 
OFF WIHA FEW PRPS) 
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LIFESTYLE 
HOW HAS A BOOK CHANGED MY LIFE? 


Neverending fatherhood 


“The Neverending Story" by Michael minds me not to fall short of my fa- did thesame. 
Ende егу duties 
The surreal cast in Fantastica Јо: Leo Lem 
ByloséleolemuelG.Caparas|r brings to mind the people who grant isaneconomis 
me visitation rights. The time given to 
“THENEVERENDING STORY" TAUGHT те and my son В too short. Planning 
me never tojudge a bookby its movie. It. tospenditwel seems neverending 
is more than jus saving the word of ‘There is hope, though. Recendy, in the полата pages by writing ab 
Fantastica. ris bout а sons search for my оп asked me to keep repeating a the power of reading. For contest п 
his hers affection. телу joke. He laughed so much that chanics, log оп to wewgowerbooks. 
‘feel deeply for this quest since ту Бе threw up. | took а deep sigh, comph. The contest is held in connec 
son, José Ma. (6 years old), and lare looked into his face, and smiled. tion with the Philippine Daily Inquir- sa 
forced to live apart. The book re- T told him, “I love you, anak.” He er's 20th anniversary. JOSÉ Caparas jr. 


NOVEL OFTHE MONTH 1 Lumbera launches new collection of critical essays 
sra As iacta وا‎ | RENOWNED CRITIC BIENVENIDO L- literate, and the concept of nation. 
tae an | mo “SE MAAN 
(1981, tns PowerBook Бок оГ te month sedes creed Ш ko about i 
басш the kaunting story af to gris Sai Tuae ies aes 
are ө. жей by be lcd wing and engaging 
Rape is images of the Normen rie 
andre е Work elects Robinson's 


| 
knowledge of and concern for the natural | Philippine studies. 
| 


Aside from being a critic, Lumbera 
isa poet and librettist who combines 
lyricism and social commentary. He 
has written memorable Filipino mu- 


world and addresses themes of loss, survival, 
transience, and coming-of-age. The novel 


received the PEN/Hemingway award for ‘The launching will be followed by the 


best first novel and was nominated for the | homecoming ралу of the UP sical/dance dramas such as "Tales of 
Pulitzer Prize. PowerBooks is at Greenbelt 4 | : The Manuva, 

(7576428 to 29), Megamall (6352898 to 99), 

Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 63), 
Glorietta (1527075), Shangri-La (638- 
0023/25) and Robinsons Place Ermita 


Rama Hari,” and 
“Bayani?” 

He received the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award for Literature, Joumalism and 
Creative Communication in 1993. 


| 
| 
(5233334/ 5243444 | the relationship of culture, particularly 


Mag reads 


and learn affordable home redecorating ti 
esigners ко Kish and Dan Lichauco. 
maps out convenient jogging 
УУР N is X the cis business dissi. 
Choose any two favorites © 9 eee eer 
on one mouth-watering platel 


Served with pueblo rice and fresh veggies 


Мето Weddings gives 
the perfe 
xe listing of the 
r and makeup arüsts and 


of Metro Soci- 
vel places, from 


Ka 


‘Aman Pulo in Palawan to the magical king- 
dom of Bhutan in the Himalayas, as well as 
Spain, Moscow, Kyoto, Cambodia and Paris. 

The issue also features feng shui tips on the. 
Year of the Fire Dog and an article on the arts 
and culture in che 19th century written by 
Jaime Laya. 

Meanwhile, 19 hot young celebrities show. 
skin in the gorgeous edition of Metro maga- 
zines much-awaited annual Body Calendar. 
Judy Алп Santos, Rafael Rosell, Anne Curtis, 
“Jay-R, Aubrey Miles and other sexy individu- 
als pose for photographer Ronnie Salvacion in. 
Metro's biggest body calendar ever. 

The magazines are published by ABS-CBN 


jc] Publishing and are available nationwide. For 


orders and subscriptions, сай 4152852 or 
4152671. 


ga per erga Tribute to Edades, Ang, Navarro, Rivera 


a Valid from Febroany 2006 cay 
© Pay DTENCR part * 0255 series 42006 


THE EXHIBIT “KUATRO: PILLARS OF ^ Organized by the UST College of Artists for the Visual Ars Victorio 


‘University of San- Fine Ans and Design and UST Center Edades, Ang Kiukok and j. Elizalde 


Советни 1 Ауаз Contr, Makat 


Wil open tomorrow at 6 for Imerculrural Studies, the exhibit Navarro, and Prof. Cenon Rivera. The 


Na aagos pm. atthe UST Beato Angelico Galery surveys the life and works of National exhibit will run until Feb 18. 


RAIOANE уе] 


MONDAY, 

А SOFTER Ано 
JANI 0,2006 
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‘Hello! Is this me calling?” -~ 


whose job it was to teach new recruits deny who you are, is it worth itin the to Justo became the basis for a play that by came only near the end of. 
{the audience, actually, as her Power- long run? empted to weigh the substa tended dramatic arc. Unre 
Point presentation was the entire play) _ Martinez's snug treatise on this sub. life lived on the fringes. skirmishing had made "Geegee. 
to become virtual Americans through ject shimmered with layers of wit and з na" flbbier, more long, wind 
tectonie shifts in accents, mindsets and unexpected implications. These days, 
body clocks irony is employed as no more than att y 
"Could you? is not Kud yu?” she tude. “IntelStar” deployed it with fi- s multuous life, greater self-reflection 
barked in her impeccable neutral ac- nesse, notasa pose butas an expression o vaterina” ha would not bea bad thing. 
cent. "Its. 'Cujoo?" of curiosity such that something asor- new Е 
Spoken with the steam-roling self «пагу as an orientation program be- Pillage 
assurance ofa pro, the line was a per- came a minefeld of the most provoca- 
feet mirror to the farcical depths the tive absurdities tha sed through Gantimpala Т 
callcenter business may unwittingly Along with Simangs sensational ater Foundation’s twin-bill producti 
dunk its practitioners into turn, this fresh, perceptive work has the E т ofESionil Jose's "The God Stealer” a 
For some, despite the high pay and distinction of kickstarting the year 1 Nick Joaquin's "The Queen's Jewe 
perks, there's something about living superior note. he pair had admirable rapport, to both short stories adapted for the stage 
bn a borrowed nationality and time besure, and between them ti by José Victor Torres and directed by 
zone—about remaking the way you f Топу Espejo. 
Sound to assure that Kansas redneck on d ia,” di- ship. As Waterina, Veloso was in їп "The God Stealer” Philip Latak 
the other line that he's not, in fact, talk- rected by Roobak Valle а , his every wisecrack a (Joel Molina) is a сійбей Ifugao who 
ing toa freaking Asian—that can stir up s of destiny and identity ing ofpain and pathos. ste е god) from his tribe as 
questions of identity inner exile, alien- through а more ornate prism. The real- отелі, though—the h EUGENE Domingo, sensational in ТР 
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act of pillage, and Latak, repentant, reem- 
braces his tribal roots. 

A work that seeks to demonstrate the harm 
done to our native spirit by our everyday cul- 
tural apostasy is always welcome. There is no 
begrudging José for this tale, which throbbed 
with pride and outrage. 

The stage incarnation, though, while alive. 
with indigenous touches, 
and oddly distancing 
speaking in English, with bits of Ilocano 
thrown in only for validating effect 

"There are things we can do that won't 
mean exchanging our souls for it,” so went a 
crucial line in the play. Think how that admo- 
nition would stab in a language nearer our 
‘own experience. To hear the loin-clothed en- 
semble enunciate their characters’ patter 
without much emotional nuance was to un 
derstand the play's message of cultural disso- 
ciation, but in a way wholly unintended. 

Molina and Camafiag went through their 
paces adequately, but it was Dante Balois as 
Apo Lawingan, Latak’s grandfather, who 
nailed his part with credibility. True, he also 
spoke in English, but it was coarse, fractured 
sounds that came out of him only with 
seeming contempt. That sense of wariness 
captured, as the різу couldnt, the fragile yet 
hardy spirit of the Ifugaos. 


Entertaining 

Joaquin's "The Queen's Jewel" offered Es- 
pejo the chance to dabble їп lighter, more vi- 
Sually entertaining fare, and he went for it 
with resourcefulness 

Like "The God Stealer," the play concerned 
the collision of cultures—in this case, be- 
tween the pagan beliefs of the natives and the 
Tamrod Catholicism that the Spanish friars 
‘were hauling brick by solid brick into the vir- 

pine colony 
ars build a church by an old, mas- 
sive tree, ап ancient heathen legend comes 
alive, complete with a terrifying babaylan, an 
ed prince and his ladylove, and a giant 
Snake. Only with the Virgin Mary's help can 
this crisis be solved. 

She comes, dazzling in a golden robe, to 
comfort a soldiertumed-prest (Cumalag 
again, better than in "The God Stealer") who 
has decided to slay the witch. She liis her 
hands to heaven, and a shower of petals falls 
on the sick priest 

The iconic imagery, fleshed out in life-size 
scale onstage, was lovely. Magical flourishes 
like this made "The Queen's Jewel” enjoyable 
(though, to be sure, casting the babaylan as 
villain was пос the best way to teach а high- 
school audience respect for native tradition). 

The cast still spoke in English, but the dis- 
sonance was gone. Joaquin's tale, after all, 
was more fable and fairy tale, its mystical di 

sions not particularly rooted to time and 

Jubilee to our mixed pagan-Chris- 

itage, it could survive retelling in any 

age. On the Gantimpala stage, it fairly 
тей 


E-mail the author at gcadiz@inquirercom.ph 


imagine experiencing cinematic thrill 
with the world’s slimmest flat TV 


You'll marvel at the new Samsung SImFit” TV which is 
one-third slimmer than other fiat TVs yet capable of HANGAD singing group 


e ro erat oy КЕЗ pe Duns M Inspirational 
technology paints he most brillant pictures youve ever seen. concert 

"WS32230 CS29230 1998; CD in 2000), “Hangad Acapella!" 
‘Samsung Customor Contact Contor: TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLOT or 1-800-3SAMSUNG for Digital. "Th ooo) "Тһе group ha» 


› » 


